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FOREWORD 


IKE the book itself, the author of these writings 
is unique. Considering the vast size of India, 
writers are all too few; and still less is the pro- 
portion of women writers. But as for Moham- 
medan women writers, where are they? In this 
respect it is probable that Mrs. Iqbalunissa Hussain 
holds a lonely and courageous place. Here, for the 
first time, is the voice of a hitherto silent section of 
Indian women. 


As you read what she has to say, on subjects 
dear to her heart—whether it is the clearing away 
of religious dogmas and the reassertion of the true — 
Islamic status of womanhood, or the hammering 
away at age-old social traditions which fetter Indian 
women, or her eloquent pleas for the means to 
achieve women’s liberation, or education—you will 
note that her convictions are always based on 
knowledge, a sound knowledge born out of her own 
rich experience. 


Apart from that most illuminating account of 
her introduction to life in an English university 
town, Mrs. Hussain does not tell us much about 
herself, so a few notes concerning her own life will 
be of some interest. : 


She was married when she was fifteen, not a 
very young age as marriages go in India, and here 
she had an amazing stroke of good fortune, for 
Mr. Hussain, an official in the service of the Mysore 
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Government, encouraged his bride’s ambition to 
know how to read and write in English. Mrs. 
Hussain already knew Urdu and Persian, but her 
knowledge of English was limited to simple and 
not always reliable books of the self-taught variety. 
Now she had a husband who helped her to study, 
and approved of every step she took to further 
her education. Some time after her marriage she 
joined a school in Mysore. 

Her progress was not impeded by the fact that 
she had a home and children to look after. Indeed, 
having so much to do seems to have spurred her on 
all the more. She took her B.A. degree in 1930 at 
the Maharani’s College in Mysore, incidentally 
obtaining a gold medal—a really amazing record for 
a lady who had been brought up in strict purdah, 
who knew practically nothing of the great world of 
education when she was married, and who by this 
time had seven children! Her eldest son also 
passed his B.A. examination two years later. 

With her son Mrs. Hussain went to England in 
1938, and that experience, while it was at first 
terribly bewildering and startling, was also the 
source of much of the inspiration and drive which 
encouraged her to turn to the actual work which she 
realised it was her duty to do. 

Early in her career she became headmistress 
of a primary school, and, after some struggles 
managed to get it converted into an Urdu Girls’ 
Middle School which is now prospering. She also 
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instituted a School of Home Industries for Muslim 
Women in Bangalore, formed a Teachers’ Associ- 
ation for Muslim Lady Teachers which is still under 
her presidentship, and, against great opposition from 
her community, started the Girl Guide Movement 
among Muslim girls. She joined the High School 
and continued her work with increased enthusiasm. 
In every one of these social efforts and by her 
speeches and articles in the Muslim press her main 
objective has been to release the women of India 
and particularly the women of the Indian Muslim 
world from the state of ignorance and quiescent 
resignation which false tradition has imposed on 
them, and, like all pioneers, she has had to bear the 
bitter burden of a highly scandalized, critical and 
bigotted orthodoxy. 


In this respect she had not only the joyous 
experience of flying far outside the bars of the 
purdah cage, but the delight of sharing in the free- 
dom of women in Europe, and the stirring example 
of the freed Muslim women of Turkey. In Istanbul 
she represented India at the Twelfth International 
Women’s Congress. Back in India she is a keen 
member of the All India Women’s Conferences. 
She is at present in the Mysore Educational 
Service. 


Mrs. Hussain is far from being anything 
approaching the reformer type. She has a charm of 
manner and a rich sense of humour. Mrs. Hussain 
has set a wonderful example to the women of her 
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community, who generally after marriage think 
themselves past any possibility of originality and 
happiness in life. Mrs. Hussain is young-spirited 
and is only at the beginning of a long and useful 
career. Itis my opinion that her public life has 
hardly begun. Her husband, her children—who are 
as free as the most modern educational methods in 
India can make them—and all her wide circle of 
friends will agree with me here, and will join with 
me in wishing her -strength and power to carry on 
the so timely and good work she has so ably 
shouldered. 


Some portions of this book have already 
appeared in print and acknowledgment is gratefully 
made to the following journals: The Deccan Times, 
Madras; The Star of Islam, Colombo; The Punjab 
Rewmew, Lahore; Life, Bangalore; The Muslim 
Review, Lucknow; The Darly Post, Bangalore; 
The Hurricane, Lahore and The Eastern Times, 
Lahore. 


As for the book itself, I believe it will be the 
forerunner of many others from the same pen, and 
it will undoubtedly prove to be a stimulus to other 
Mohammedan ladies in India to follow the path that 
brave Mrs. Hussain has had to tread alone, a path 
that will be widened and will ultimately lead to the 
complete emancipation of Indian womanhood. 


Bangalore, 1940. JOHN SPIERS. 
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ISLAM AND MOHAMMEDANISM 


6 Ras religion taught by the Quran and _ its 

traditions 1s called Islam. Those who follow it 
are Muslims. The true Muslim believes in one God 
and in His Messenger. “There is no deity but God.” 
His duty is to worship, love and adore Him and 
to seek protection, guidance and judgment from 
Him in order to keep himself healthy, progressive 
and helpful to his fellow creatures. A strong belief 
in one’s creator, preserver and ruler shapes one’s 
course of conduct and leads one to a straight path. 
It does not matter by what name you are called, what 
dress you wear and what system of thought you 
adopt so long as it is not inconsistent with the idea 
of one God. Complete co-operation with God and 
His Messenger enables an individual to understand 
himself, to be true to himself and to his God in 
thoughts, words and deeds. Unity with God or that 
of man’s soul with the co-operation of the universal 
soul enables man to improve his powers—reason, 
passion and action. The more he endeavours to 
obtain them the more he knows his imperfections, 
but his intellect and the light of God in him help to 
overpower his limitation. He sees into the heart 
and reality of life and tries to be good without 
hope of personal gain. According to the Quran 
there is no easy road to heaven. Heaven and 
hell are two attitudes of one’s mind. They are 
conditioned in one’s own lifetime. A_ virtuous life 
is possible only with the development of effective 
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and lasting high spiritual motive by inhibiting one’s 
own inward desires, passions and prejudices. 
Mankind at this stage surpasses angels in Godliness. 
“Ye will be exalted only if ye be faithful Muslims.” 


There is no place, in Islam, for priesthood 
or for any such supernatural human species. Every 
Muslim is a priest and a layman. “ There is no 
deity but God. He created the universe and rules 
it with love and mercy. He alone is to be wor- 
shipped, in Him confidence is to be placed 1n time 
of adversity.’ No class distinction and no rever- 
ence to any particular person because he has learnt 
to read or write is part of the Islamic theory. 
Muslims are “ peasants and farmers, statesmen and 
rulers at one and the same time’’. Islam advocates 
the dignity of labour and no work was mean or 
ignoble in Mohammed’s time. Mohammed discou- 
raged the pomp and show of wealthy people. The 
services of Islam towards the emancipation of 
slaves is a well-known fact. In short Islam teaches 
its members to love each other, to be truthful and 
honest, to help the needy, the poor, the orphans and 
to dedicate one’s life to the service of mankind. 


Mohammedanism is a religion created by the 
priest-class. They had to make their own living 
and to make the masses understand the original 
text (which being in Arabic could not be followed 
by the ordinary illiterate man). Ready—made laws 
which suited the needs of human beings of 
those days were put before them. They could 
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follow them mechanically without any difficulty, 
and so did not try to know the real principles of 
Islam. In the absence of real principles ‘“ The 
dry bones of religion are nothing, the spirit that 
quickens the bones is all.” 


Mohammedanism lays fixed religious dogmas 
and sets a rigid spiritual truth. These are passed 
from one generation to another year after year. 
Any change in them is considered un-Islamic. The 
ideas and certain practices which were relevant 
several centuries back have to be adopted and strictly 
followed irrespective of the fact that the world is 
changing. Needs and ideas should also change with 
it. Mechanical adoption of the code of rules has 
made life easy andhas killed intellect. The arti- 
ficial purdah system observed in the present world 
is neither advocated nor was it practised with this 
rigidity in the days of Mohammed. No check was 
put on woman’s activities so long as she knew that 
she had an idea of self-respect. Drinking of alcohol 
was prohibited and the Ramzan fast was meant to 
make people hardy and to teach them self-control. 
These are so misinterpreted that a person who does 
not observe them is not called a Muslim. Polygamy 
is another concoction of the Mohammedans. It is 
very religiously followed without any regard to the 
conditions on which it was sanctioned. It is given 
to understand that man by his protection of woman 
is making her virtuous. Neither modern psychology 
nor common sense supports this idea. On the other 
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hand, freedom of thought and useful education, 
health and character are more powerful factors in 
making a person virtuous. Praying five times has 
also its own significance. It has become so mechan- 
ical that a person without any idea of thought can 
pray and can hope to go to heaven. ‘‘ Words 
without thought to heaven never go.” A man with 
all his five times of prayer is ever ready to take a 
bribe, to tell a lie, to intrigue, to deceive innocent 
beings. These are the things which cannot be seen 
so they are not un-Islamic ! 


Class distinction 1s so great that people belong- 
ing to the so called lower class are kept at an arm's 
distance. It is also very great among the rich 
and poor. The doctrine of Qismat reigns every- 
where. It has made people inactive, lazy and 
fatalistic. A false dignity of position prevails and 
Mohammed's teaching is neglected. The religion 
in the hands of such persons who pay undue 
attention to forms and formulas has been degraded. 
Instead of lifting them up it has pulled them down 
whom the whip alone prevents from doing mischief. 


Consequently one finds in one’s daily life that 
there are sections among Muslims. The differences 
of opinion, thought and action have separated them. 
Indifference to religion and the impurity of some has 
been responsible for the break with the real spirit of 
Islam, which is the soul. But the body is worshipp- 
ed. ‘Religion has been divorced from life and so 
the followers of Islam as a nation have decayed.” 


IJTIHAD: THE BASIC PRINCIPLE 
OF ISLAM 


[7 is a universally agreed fact that Islam is the 

most democratic form of religion, being based 
on the principle of movement—ljtihad. The word 
literally means exertion with a view to form an 
independent judgment on a legal problem. Islam 
recognises the worth of an individual as an in- 
dependent judge of his own self and makes him 
responsible for his own actions, good or bad. Hence 
punishment for one’s wrong doing is inevitable in 
Islam. Priesthood and confession of one’s own 
guilt have no meaning in it. It also recognises man 
as a unifying factor in human society and dis- 
approves of blood relationship and distinctions of 
caste and creed. It advocates that all human life 
has a spiritual basis though it revels in temporal 
activities. Thus it does not make any difference 
between the spiritual and secular domains. This 
theory is upheld by the principle of Tawhid which 
lays the foundation of world unity. Islam also 
recognises the psychological unity of the human 
family. 

Islam’s cultural movement is dynamic both in 
views and practice. It professes that world life 
intuitively, sees its own needs and at the critical 
moment defines its own ends to meet the necessities 
of life. The decision is necessarily given word to in 
prophetic revelation. Islam gives preference to the 
individual and hisneeds. Human life though based 
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on spirituality reveals itself in variety, progress and 
change so that action and motive are not two 
different entities, but one is the result of the other. As 
the world is changing, constant and gradual progress 
is possible only when every individual of the human 
family exerts, understands. and forms an indepen- 
dent judgment ona subject: “And to those who 
exert We show our path.” ‘“ Then I will exert to 
form my own judgment.” The quotations speak 
volumes for the fact that Islam allows freedom of 
thought, judgment and solidarity. The principle of 
Ijtihad developed intellectual power and_ social 
conditions and gave birth to political expansion. 
Thus the principle of movement in Islam has been 
a living factor in the progress of the Islamic 
world. 


One may put a question: why is the progress of - 
the people of such a religion so varying, slow 
and slack? The answer is clear. The develop- 
ment of intellect and that of legal and systematic 
thought gave birth to many different movements 
and schools of thought. Some of them fostered a 
kind of revolt against the real spirit of the original 
principles of Islam. Consequently controversial 
ideas were produced which could not be understood 
clearly by one andall. <A blind acceptance of some 
of the ideas and rejection of the others, an attitude of 
indifference towards reality and atrophy of power of 
judgment resulted. This attitude obscured the 

vision of the overwhelming majority of Muslims 
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when the intellectual development slackened and 
ignorance, superstition and fatalism predominated ; 
resulting in the decay of moral, social and physical 
conditions. 

No doubt social reformers and voluntary social 
workers arose and spread the fire of their souls 
throughout the whole world of Islam. The writing 
and teaching of such people gave a fresh inspiration 
and developed the spirit of freedom, and that of 
right judgment among the members of Islam toa 
great extent. The ultimate fate of the people does 
not depend so much.on some writing and preaching 
as on the actual development of the worth and 
power of each individual member of the community. 
In an organised society the efficiency of an indtvi- 
dual is overlooked. The success and fame of 
the organisation as a whole is kept steadily in view 
by the workers. Everyone feels absorbed tn the 
ideas of social thought around him and loses his 
own soul. A superficial reverence for past history 
and regard for artificiality and show were given 
preference to the effective power to counteract the 
forces of decay in the members. 


Added to this the Holy Quran being in Arabic 
could not be well understood by all. Arabic 1s 
almost a foreign language to most Muslims 
even today. The translation of the Quran was 
attempted by many not for inculcating the real 
principles of Islam in every man, woman and child 
_ but for spreading it all over the world. Here again 
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one finds quantity was given preference to quality. 
The copies of the Urdu translation being more 
expensive than the original could not be had by the 
average Muslim. So repetition of the Holy Quran as 
eloquently as possible and learning of its verses by 
heart was very religiously kept up. The recitation of 
Kalima was the only sign that could differentiate a 
Muslim from a non-Muslim. Naturally, mere 
cramming of a Book so rich in ideals and principles, 
so true to nature, so practicable for adoption by 
everyone, kept the Muslims in ignorance of their 
ideals and made them follow those of others. A 
thorough understanding of the Islamic principles was 
possible only when its teaching could penetrate the 
soul of man. This was possible only when the 
ideas were expressed in one’s own mother tongue. 
Wonders cannot come from mere _ theoretical 
teaching. 


Both in spiritual and temporal matters Islam 
gives equal rights and respect to womanhood. 
The indiscriminate treatment of women by the 
average man is a glaring example of the disparity 
between theory and practice of the principles of 
Islam. The slow and slackening growth of the 
nation is due to this. Itis the woman who educates 
and trains the child. It 1s she who inspires ideals in 
him and develops his character. It is she who 
guides a man in his emotional, moral and social 
activities and teaches him the “ poetry of life”. It 
is she who repairs his natural defects by her gentle- 
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ness of manner, persuasive power and patrence in 
doing things. Is it right to treat her as a reasonless 
or despicable being? Why is there this divergence 
between theory and practice? Is it not because 
the real spirit of Islam is not understood by the 
majority of Muslims? Is it not because they 
are the slaves of customs or hearsay or looksay? 
Is it not because they lack the power of discrim- 
ination? The elevation of the family or the nation 
is possible only when woman is treated equal to man 
and given an equal share in the service of the 
nation and the land. Surely the recognition of her 
worth is indispensable for the formation of a strong 
nation for otherwise it will remain incomplete. It 1s 
high time the Muslim passed from the stage of 
ideology to that of reality. 


The present Islamic world is not so disappoint- 
ing. The world is changing, its environment 1s 
rapidly changing and Muslims are inclined to 
change too. One feels in a position to note that their 
vision has broadened and views become more liberal. 
Conservatism is gradually disappearing, giving place 
to new ideas and new values. They have realised 
that they are backward in the matter of sex equality, 
economically and politically. They have begun to 
realise the cause and effects of this and are craving 
for opportunities to improve themselves and to 
elevate the nation. In general, the idea of Ijtihad 
has really gained ground in Muslims. The religious 
and political thoughts being reinforced by modern 
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philosophers have revaluated their intellectual 
heritage. It is gratifying to see that they have 
begun to think collectively and the interests of the 
masses is considered as an essential factor in 
national life, and also a living factor which deter- 
mines the character and function of all other factors 
in human life. 


What is essential is the keen study of human 
nature and penetrative thought to conditions at 
present, with the view of providing fresh experiences 
to reconstruct the Muslim world on real Islamic 
principles. A clear understanding of the real needs 
of the nation and a clear insight into the aims alone 
will energise the workers to cope with the mob. 
One should not forget the elements of conservatism 
and the forces that attempt to wipe off the broad 
human outlook on life. Life is not simple and 
pure and the complicated barriers of life cannot 
be subjected to hard and fast rules. Natural 
freedom and the spirit of independence cannot 
be ignored. A logically pure and perfect system 
cannot be enforced on humanity. One has to try to 
bring up self concentrated, self discerning and eff- 
cient individuals who shall discover progressive 
factors in life and adapt themselves to life. An idea- 
listic system of revealing truth and facts is not 
workable. Humanity needs personal examples and 
practical ways to follow. Islam being a single and 
inseparable unity surely will make its followers 
the most emancipated people on earth. 


MOHAMMED 
THE MOST MODERN THINKER 


es basic principles of the religion advocated by 

Mohammed, the Prophet, were complete sub- 
mission to one God, service to mankind, peace of 
mind and environment aad faith in the Creator and 
in His creations. He not only professed these 
ideals but put them into actual practice. His 
religion was purely monotheistic. ‘ All praise is 
due to God, who created the heavens and the earth 
and made the darkness and the light.’’ He made the 
people believe that goodness is the only goal and 
thus differentiated between the idealistic doctrine 
which holds light and darkness as two coeternal 
principles. ‘“ Take not two gods. He ts only one 
God; so of Me alone should you be afraid.”’ He | 
said that Shirk was the gravest sin that a man could 
commit and it did not in any way diminish the 
grandeur of the Creator but lowered the dignity of 
man. He was created as the lord of creation, there- 
fore he should not worship objects lower than him- 
self. He said “ What! shall I seek for you a deity 
other than God while He has made you excel all 
created things?’’ He laid down the broad basis of 
faith and recognition of truth in all other religions. 
“Say, do you dispute with us about God, and He 1s 
our Lord and your Lord and we shall have our 
deeds, and you shall have your deeds, and we are 
sincere to Him.” | 
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Mohammed (peace be on him) preached peace 
of mind and of environment. In fact he aimed 
at making this world an abode of peace by 
introducing his doctrine of One Divinity and its 
parallel doctrine of one humanity. ‘“ Say we believe 
in that which has been revealed to us and revealed 
to you and our God and, your God is one.” No 
nobler message could be given to humanity. 
Nations may differ and fight with each other but 
they have only one Lord. “ All people are a single 
nation.” So the division into nations does not at 
all interfere with the vast brotherhood of humanity. 
He also lays down the noble ethical doctrine of 
repelling evil with good. ‘And the recompense of 
evil is punishment like it but whoever forgives and 
amends, he shall have his reward from God, for He 
does not love the unjust.” 


The religious doctrine he preached was not 
distinguished from secular matters. 

It helped the people to co-operate in most of 
the affairs of life without enquiring about each 
other’s religion. Although it was co-extensive with 
life still it was an individual’s own affair. It 
facilitated the followers of other religions to work 
together in all the great cultural movements. The 
practical value of its message made not only co- 
operation possible but it helped to destroy a good 
many prejudices which stood in the way of human 
progress. One has further to realise that modern- 
ity in thought and action, in spiritual, moral and 


13 


material outlook as evolved in the present world, is 
the natural outcome of the basic principles and 
truth on which Islam was based. It is a widely 
known fact that the religious experiences and 
spiritual cravings of Islam have helped the thought 
of the whole world in the past and will do so again 
in the future. 

It is beyond one’s own power of expression to 
state adequately what a heavy debt of obligation 
womanhood owes to Mohammed (peace be upon 
him). Lifting her from the depth of lowliness he 
raised her to a position of dignity, reverence and 
equality in due recognition of her chastity and in 
perfect equality of rights with man. This change 
was a great blessing to her when one thinks of the 
atmosphere which was saturated with contempt for 
womanhood. Mohammed stands unrivalled in the 
history of the world for his service to mankind, 
and particularly to womanhood. 


He deemed it right that the development of a 
nation was possible only when its two sections were 
harmoniously and systematically developed. He 
gave equality to woman with man. He said that 
good and righteous women will be given the same 
position as good and righteous men: ‘ When we 
revealed to the mother what was revealed”’ again, 
‘“And when the angels said, O, Mary! God has 
chosen thee and purified thee and chosen thee above 
the women of the world.’ He gave women not 
only worldy equality but also a spiritual position. He 
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made no difference between man and woman as 
regards the bestowal of rewards for her good deeds: 
“T will not waste the work of a worker among you, 
whether male or female, the one of you being from 
the other.’ He definitely stated that there was no 
difference between man and woman as morally and 
spiritually both can rise to the same eminence. 
When materially he made no difference he said that 
even woman can earn, inherit, own and dispose 
of property even after her marriage. Her hus- 
band has no right to spend it or to transfer it to 
his name unless she permits him to do so. In the 
matter of divorce she enjoys the same rights over 
her husband as he enjoys over her. He gave a 
share of the inheritance to widows and allowed 
the taking of them in marriage. Polygamy was 
permitted expressly for the purpose of raising the 
economical, social, and moral conditions of widows 
and orphans. 


Mohammed never prohibited women from 
going out of their houses for their needs. He 
allowed them to go to the mosque and do their 
prayers in a separate row. They also took part in 
the fields of battle with the army and looked after 
the wounded and helped the soldiers in many ways. 
No occupation was prohibited to them. The only 
restriction placed on the liberty of women was that 
they should cover their whole body except the face 
and hands. It will be, however, noticed that even 
this limited restriction on their liberty of movement 
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was meant for their own protection and spiritual 
advancement. What Mohammed did for Muslim 
women hundreds of years ago is still far from 
realisation in the case of women of other nationalities. 
The present feminist movement all over the world 
speaks well for his forethought and deep penetration 
into the problem. 


Mohammed (peace be upon him) had realised 
the good and bad consequences of environmental 
contact and how this affects character and life. 
He said that the original nature of man is essentially 
good: “every child is born in original purity. It is 
his parents who make him a Jew, Christian or an 
idol worshipper.”” The term parents can logically 
be extended to the general surroundings by which 
the early development of the child is determined. 
No evil visits aman unless his own hands have 
called for it. He also said that man is born with 
certain individualisms. Their development was 
possible only if adequate opportunity was provided 
in one’s life on earth. Lack of good care prevents 
them from reaching perfection. 


Manual labour was not despised by Mohammed 
(peace be upon him) but was considered as a 
fundamental factor to keep people physically fit and 
economically better. A conception of the dignity 
of labour and its compatibility with intellect and 
moral conduct was realised by him. He would do 
all sorts of things with his own hands. He would 
assist the people in household duties. No work 
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was too mean for htm. He worked like a labourer 
with his companions when he erected the first 
mosque at Medina and when the ditch was dug to 
fortify against the enemy. He encouraged and 
personally helped people to take to trade and other 
occupations. He never despised any work however 
humble, notwithstanding the dignity of his position 
as Prophet and king. He thus demonstrated 
through personal example that man’s calling, whether 
high or low, does not constitute the criterion of hts 
status. 


When he began his educational reform there 
was no education worth the name among the Arabs. 
It was recognised by him that education to be 
effective must be based upona sound religious 
philosophy, an adequate psychology and a dynamic 
sociology. This theory is scientifically tested by 
leading modern educational thinkers. History will 
vainly turn its pages to point to a parallel of the 
wholesale educational reform effected by htm 
in those dark ages, in the regeneration of the 
whole of mankind and the advancement of the 
cause of the poor and the weak. He left the world 
arich heritage of profound wisdom which to this 
day commands universal homage. The predomi- 
nance of reason, and consequently of learning, above 
all other manifestations of life, was kept steadily in 
view by him. The superiority of his teachings 
consisted not only in the possession of a great amount 
of material knowledge but in its great possibility to 
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explain and co-ordinate all aspects of human life. 
History proves beyond any possibility of doubt that 
no religious reformer has ever given such a 
stimulus both to religious and secular progress. He 
often said “that you may think” “that you may 
know.” He added that man is superior to angels. 
‘The superiority of the learned man over a wor- 
shipper is like the superiority of the moon on a 
night when it is full over all the stars.” 


The system of education he designed was to 
strengthen the will to believe, to discriminate, 
and to regard oneself as a representative of Islam. 
Religion and education were taken as_ two entities 
essential to one’s life. In every mosque a sort of 
seminary was attached for those people who devoted 
their time to the study of religion. The poor 
prisoners who could not afford to pay their ransom 
but could read and write were required to teach 
ten children cach. This was considered an ample 
ransom to secure for them their liberty. He gave 
preference to learning over the money realised as 
ransom from people. 

His mission was to uproot every moral evil. 
He abolished all the long-prevailing corruption and 
gave a distinct tone to the whole fabric of society. 
At a single stroke he raised a fallen humanity from 
the depth of ignominy and purified them of all their 
evil habits, and imbued them with pure ways of 
Islamic life and infused fresh life into them. One 


striking feature of his reforms is that human equality 
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ruled supreme and no mark of distinction between 
the peasant and king was observed. He not only 
enabled the weak and despised to wield the sceptre 
of royal authority, but at the same time raised them 
to the highest plane of moral education and made 
them the torch-bearers of learning, at a time when the 
world was enshrouded in the darkness of ignorance. 


The habit of drinking which was centuries old 
was quickly shaken off from the land. He made 
people believe that heaven and hell are not places 
of enjoyment and suffering to be met with only after 
death, but that they are realities even here. They 
begin in this very life. Any action by man leaves 
its effect upon him as soon as itis done. Every 
good deed bears a fruit and every wicked deed its 
consequences. Thus the law of the requital of good 
and evil came into force. | 

By the foregoing description one can easily 
judge Mohammed’s (peace be upon him) power of 
understanding, his psychological study of human 
nature, his systematic and logical methods of raising 
the social and economic conditions of the people. 
His every word and action breathe that modern spirit 
and thought which is the result of that long struggle 
of fourteen hundred years. The importance and 
significance of his ideals and ideas shine all the more 
in contrast with the conditions prevailing at the time. 
The whole world was in a fallen state and corruption 
was rampant and every nation was far from a state 
of real civilisation. 


THE CAUSES THAT LED TO THE 
DEGENERATION OF THE MUSLIMS 


6 lie disparity between the real Islamic theory 

about womanhood, and the actual practice has 
been one of the causes that led to the degeneration 
of the Muslims. The Quran gave the name of 
Mohsina to woman which means she isa “rocky 
fortress against Satan, a lighthouse of virtue and 
continence that alone can save man from shipwreck 
while tossing among the strong waves of passion.” 
Mohammed (on whom be peace) says woman has 
like rights with those of man—“the same tis due to 
her as is due from her.’”’ This means she is not 
inferior to man. She possesses the same faculties 
of mind, the same tendencies and aptitudes. The 
deficiency in one is supplemented and complement- 
ed by the other. But what is her real position in life ? 
What are her social, economical, physical and in- 
tellectual conditions ? 


Except for an educated and lucky few who 
are the wives of high officials the social condition of 
the rest is most deplorable. It 1s a well known 
fact that the Muslims have no society but one section 
of men and one of women. Secluded life has 
made them uncivilised. The problem of convey- 
ance and of purdah arrangements have imprisoned 
them in the four walls of their homes. Their 
information and knowledge of world affairs are 
next to nothing. They are the. strict followers 
of old customs and traditions. These have to be 
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followed in certain ways and on particular dates 
and months. No change in them is permissible. 
They have created such an atmosphere at home that 
a woman following the customs in some other way is 
not called a true Muslim. False religious principles 
permeate their lives. Their daily activities are 
intimately connected with those principles. Many 
ceremonies are performed with real devotion un- 
aware of their significance. In the absence of real 
religious principles their belief in the unity of one 
God ts dual. In theory they believe in the sovereign- 
ty of God, but in practice they venerate many 
deities and saints, they suppose the worship of 
‘Alams’ during the days of Moharam is quite 
different from worshipping idols. Craving of 
desires from other sources than God is against 
the real principles of Islam. 


The physical condition of the average woman 
is equally deplorable. The school medical exami- 
nation and the number of patients in various 
hospitals reveal the fact that at least seventy per 
cent. of them suffer from some disease or other. 
Out of ten women patients suffering from con- 
sumption in hospitals one finds six of them are 
Muslims. Lack of exercise, fresh air and nourish- 
ment have been the chief causes for such a 
condition of health. An unhealthy person is an 
unfit nurse and unsuitable queen in the house. The 
ignorance of the laws of the hygienic way of living 
has made them fall an easy prey to infectious 
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diseases. Help from medical sources is often 
sought too late. Often the unlucky sufferers are 
left crippled, deformed or unfit to do any strenu- 
ous work at home. 


The chronic poverty of Muslims is prover- 
bial. Their backwardness in social, physical and 
intellectual fields 1s chiefly due to this. Poverty is 
not only the cause of backwardness but also of 
misery and evils. The chief cause of the miserable 
economic condition 1s due to the seclusion of 
womanhood. Man is made responsible to earn 
single handed, and to supply all the needs of the 
parasites at home. Social ceremonies have to be 
performed. Big gatherings of relations and friends 
have to be fed. Certain customs and ceremontes 
in marriages have to be strictly followed. Costly 
jewellery and clothes have to be bought. Presents 
have to be made. Often one finds in a family (ot 
10 to 15 members) only one earning member while 
the rest of them have a birthright to sit and eat. 
Manual occupation is degraded. A false sense of 
social status prevails at home, preventing even 
the male members taking to any kind of work to 
earn their living. Earning a living by ladies in the 
society 1s abhorred and it is beneath the dignity of 
man to allow her to work. 

Man is a lover of domination and acquisition. 
He is an autocratic ruler with unlimited powers at 


home. His instincts of leadership and that of 
command find a satisfactory outlet among his 
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refugees. His position outside home being often 
very low, satisfaction of these instincts is not pos- 
sible. His authoritative attitude of commanding 
influence at home creates an atmosphere of repres- 
sion which kills the individuality and _ initiative 
among his women folk. Lack of confidence in their 
thought and deeds is often found. They say that 
they are unfit to follow intellectual activities which 
are reserved for men. A great veneration for man- 
hood, the consciousness of one’s own deficiencies, 
lack of experiments and experiences, lack of in- 
formation and knowledge of the world have been 
the chief causes for the backward condition of 
Muslim women. Their depressing conditions have 
a direct effect on the future generation who have 
been trained by women. 


Intellectually they are dwarfs. Their faculties 
of mind, aptitudes and tendencies have had no 
chance to develop. In their actual life they are 
called reasonless beings and incapable of holding a 
responsible position. How could they be wise? 
They are shut off from the modern world and its 
civilisation. They have no opportunity for creative 
thought and action. Expression of thought is taken 
to be a great sin. They are made to live a hypocritical 
life. Naturally a dual life has made them cunning and 
shy. Their outlook on life is narrow and degrading. 
A woman’s education. means the education of the 
whole family. She is the teacher of her little ones. 
Their training up to the school-going age depends 
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upon her considerate and sympathetic treatment. 
She lays the foundations of education and 
Character development and creates an educational 
atmosphere at home. In schools individual atten- 
tion is not paid and the child’s interest, feeling and 
aptitude, which need a sympathetic understanding, 
are uncared for. Home is a place where the school 
education is supplemented, where the child’s needs 
are satisfied. A mother is a teacher whose teaching 
is accompanied by love and sympathy. The illt- 
terate mothers have been the chief cause for the 
degeneration of the Muslims. They, instead of 
making the children brave, intellectual, healthy 
and helpful, taught them idleness, superstition, 
fatalism, and carelessness. 


Emancipation of womanhood is the cry of the 
day. It is not only professed but also practised in 
actual life by the people of other communities. It 
is high time for our men, in view of the degenera- 
tion of the nation, to put their best efforts forward 
to achieve it, and to be more generous and liberal in 
allowing their women folk to take an active part in 
the educational, social, and economical activities of 
their community. No nation can be called strong 
and progressive unless its women folk are also. Re- 
generation of the Muslim nation is possible only 
when its women are educated, and are made 
efficient and independent. The goal of the young 
girl’s life should not be just marriage, but also 
efficiency and culture. The contemptuous attitude 
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of superiority of man and the inferiority of woman 
should be replaced by equality. Real and good 
education on certain fundamental principles should 
be given to them to enable them to realise self and 
the duty to home and society. Any woman educated 
on such lines will not stoop to silly and useless social ' 
customs. Any effective change in the conditions 
of women is bound to effect those of men. The 
regeneration of our nation is possible only when 
our women are made efficient, intelligent, and 
brave. 


THERE IS NO POLYGAMY IN ISLAM 


6 es period preceding the advent of the 

Prophet has been designated the Dark Age. 
‘Corruption appeared on land and sea.” Corrup- 
tion was rampant throughout the world. Every 
nation of the world was at the time far re- 
moved from the state of real civilisation, sympathy 
and service to humanity. The whole atmosphere 
was saturated with contempt for womanhood. It 
was considered a mark of nobility to burn alive a 
female baby. On hearing of the birth of a daughter 
the father felt himself in a position of grief and 
anxiety, because he had to put up with social dis- 
grace. He would take his daughter to a desert and 
hurl the screaming child into a pit. Hence an expli- 
cit agreement was made at the nuptial ceremony 
that female offspring were to be killed. The 
mother had to do it in the presence of the members 
of the family especially invited for this horrible 
function. 


What was the fate of those who were saved 
from being burnt alive? They were regarded 
merely as articles of exchange. A woman was 
the chattel of her father, brother or husband. Like 
any other animal she could be bought or sold. She 
was an integral part of her husband’s estate and 
was inherited by his heirs who could dispose of her 
in any way they liked. She had no right to inherit 
the property of a deceased relative. ‘ None should 
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inherit but he who smites with the spear.” The 
system of slavery being predominant she could be 
bought or taken prisoner in a war for the use of 
man. Among the Arabs of the White Nile a pur- 
chased woman was a slave for four days in a week 
and she was given liberty for two days of the week. 
The days of liberty she could live an indecent life. 
A man did not take it as an insult to live with her 
again and therefore both men and women became 
devoid of the sense of self-respect. Women 
being mere tools in the hands of man the only 
purpose that they were supposed to serve was the 
satisfaction of his animal impulses. They were also 
regarded as business assets to increase man’s pos- 
sessions. He could lend his wives as a gift to 
young unmarried men and by this act he could 
acquire property, position and favour. The Chief 
with the largest number of wives could afford the 
greatest assistance in hunting, industry and warfare. 
The economical value of women undoubtedly 
increased plurality of wives. 


Illiteracy among women was proverbial. Be- 
ing devoid of intellectual development and being 
helped and supported throughout life by the male 
members they were in a helpless condition. They 
did not have the efficiency and courage to stand on 
their own feet away from the help of their intellec- 
tual Lord. They were the victims of ignorance, 
superstition, and many other evils. So they were 
sentimental and emotional at the expense of their 
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power to judge or reason. Being swayed by 
emotion and the heart instead of the intellect, 
they moulded themselves to any position they could 
secure in life. Not being able to decide a little 
matter for themselves, the question of becoming 
one of the several wives was guided by their feelings 
rather than by their reason or experience. 


The instinct of acquisition is very great in 
human beings and it develops from infancy. Acqui- 
sition of territory, property, position, and that of 
beautiful and rich women follow suit. Men are 
noted for this instinct of being greedy and covetous. 
The more beautiful and wealthy women they secure, 
either on the pretext of war or otherwise, the more 
happy they feel. The institution of the Harem 
system is a living proof of the instinct of subjugation 
and ownership. A man with a big Harem was 
supposed to possess vigour and manliness. He 
was dignified in society for these qualities. It was 
also believed that polygamy enabled bodily strong 
men to perpetuate a vigorous nation and also the 
survival of the nation was possible. More wives 
could produce more children to perform religious 
or similar ceremonies. 

Unlimited polygamy was very common in the 
pre-Islamic Age. The chief causes were the desire 
to have more children, and to support helpless 
women and orphans. Ignorance and the illiteracy | 
of womanhood and their depressed and debased 
condition also encouraged polygamy. 
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Where there were no religious, social and 
educational institutions to improve conditions, there 
rose a reformer and a champion of the women’s 
cause. The debased condition of widows and the 
helpless condition of orphans were the two chief 
motives for which he fought and worked wonders. 
The battle of Uhud had worked havoc among the 
male population. Many widows and orphans were 
left unprotected. No one took notice of the orphans 
who simply starved to death. He started an Institu- 
tion and made people contribute towards it. It was 
called Bait-Ul-Mal or the Public Treasury. The 
amount realised thus had to be spent on communal 
welfare specially for the helpless. This step was 
not enough to improve the condition of the orphans, 
so he asked the Muslims if they could not do 
justice to the orphans and could not take them 
as their own children, they could marry their 
mother. ‘“O People! be careful of your Lord who 
created you from a single being and created its 
mate of the same kind and spread from these two 
many men and women. Be careful of the ties of 
relationship.” His chief motive was to bring the 
women to a status of equality with men. 


‘Women shall have the same rights over men 
as men have over them.” “ The best of you ts he 
who treats his wife best.” He gave women an equal 
position with men, both in worldly and spiritual 
matters. He laid down a new law of inheritance. 
‘The male shall have the equal of the portion of 
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two females.” He gave them authority to dispose 
of their property and earning as they pleased. 
‘And give women their dowries as a free gift, but if 
they of themselves be pleased to give up to you a 
portion of their dowry then eat it with enjoyment 
and wholesome result.” Mohammed emphatically 
said that marriage is not a sale but a contract 
between two equally sensible persons. When he 
proclaimed equality of women with men, slavery, or 
in every respect sale in marriage had no meaning. 
It is a lease where a women of her own free choice 
submits herself to a husband for a certain considera- 
tion called Mahar, “ paid’ or “ promised”, with a 
condition that she could swerve her relationship 
with him if he did not treat her properly or did 
not pay her Mahar in full. 


The following quotations definitely disclose 
the fact of there being no polygamy in Islam and 
monogamy being the rule. “And if you fear that 
you cannot act equitably towards orphans, marry 
such women as seem good to you, two and three 
and four, but if you fear that you will not do justice 
(between them) then marry only one—this is more 
proper that you may not deviate from the right 
course.” The phrase “two and three and four”’ is 
conditional. ‘And if you fear that you cannot act 
equitably towards orphans marry such women as 
seem good to you.”” The condition is clear and de- 
finite. It means “ marry the widow to support her 
children” so the emphasis is laid on helping the 
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orphans. It also means that those who possess the 
sense of service to humanity and the spirit of self- 
sacrifice can help the orphans without marrying the 
mother. Hence the conditional sentence by no 
means infers that men should marry unmarried 
and wealthy girls in obedience to the phrase, over- 
looking the first and the foremost sentence. The 
phrase “two, three and four’ means nothing with- 
out the previous condition. The latter sentence 
puts a stop to the polygamous form of marriage. 
“Tf you fear that you will not do justice (between 
them) then marry only one—this is more proper 
that you may not deviate from the right course.” 
This quotation definitely asserts the fact that the 
proper and the right course of marriage in Islam 1s 
monogamy. It is physically and morally impossible 
for an average man to do justice to many wives at 
the same time and in the same way. Moral justice 
or true regard can be for one person or thing. If it is 
divided, it cannot be real. Mohammed the Prophet 
had a real sentiment for Bibi Khudaja. He 
respected her, consulted with her in all his affairs, 
and shared his worries with her. She was a 
source of courage, comfort, consolation and inspi- 
ration to him. He entertained the sadness of 
her demise to the end of his life. He quoted her 
ideas and actions as exemplary for the guidance of 
others. 


This can be called the real, true love and 
sentiment, This can be called the right course of 
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marriage which the Quran refers to and commands 
us not to deviate from. Mohammed differentiated 
between nominal or outward justice, and a real one 
which 1s more conducive to happiness, and he 
advocated “If you fear that you will not do 
justice ’”’ adopt the easy, proper and right course. 
Hence the Quran ordains that the proper and the 
right course of marriage in Islam is monogamy. 


It is high time for Muslims to realise the correct 
meaning of the text and the motive of the Prophet 
in view of the conditions prevailing then. We have to 
appreciate the real spirit of the reformer who had to 
rule the wild and lawless people of that dark age. 
Itis high time for them to make a study of the 
harmful consequences resulting from the plurality 
of wives and to make the meaning of the Quranic 
Law clear to the less intelligent brethren of the 
community. | 


THE PSYCHOLOGICAL TREATMENT 
OF MAN IN ISLAM 


Dexcnonou. is the science of nature and helps 

man to study the human mind and its functions. 
Mind, according to a psychologist, is an active 
element in the human body. It is active even 
when the body is inactive. The study of the mind 
and the development of its faculties are the only 
objects of the psychologist’s investigation. He 
says that the development of one’s mental faculties 
needs systematic and sympathetic treatment. 
Mental development is_ possible only when there 1s 
freedom of thinking and acting in different fields 
of activity. Human nature loves independence 
and this should be allowed to a certain extent for 
the formation of character and personality. 


Islam denounces all hard and fast rules, rigid 
religious dogmas, polytheism, priesthood and domi- 
nation of human nature. It makes man the supreme 
being of all the creations of God. It makes him 
independent, self-reliant and self-made. Nothing 
can dominate him and he on the other hand brings 
under his control all other creations of God. He 
is expected to dominate and make nature subserve 
his needs. The religious principles and other laws 
laid down in the Quran are elastic and flexible to 
suit his needs and circumstances. Islam _ gives 
man complete freedom of thought and action, pro- 
vided his conscience is clear and permits the action. 
Any sane man is responsible for his good or bad 
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action. His progress in life is dependent upon his 
own individual efforts and upon the development 
of his capacities and faculties. The theory of life ex- 
pounded by Islam is to bring into prominence what 
is good and original in man, to stimulate evolution 
in himself and to help others to do the same. ‘Those 
who strive after Us, We show them Our way.” 
There is no intermediary, according to Islam, bet- 
ween man and God, to help him to obtain His 
favour. Man’s right belief in the Quranic principles 
and putting them into practice in his daily life will 
carry him far throughout the world. 

Human nature, according to Islam, 1s free from 
all taint of evil, every man being born with the 
divine element. Human nature ts perfect to a 
certain extent and is inclined to be good. It is cap- 
able of unlimited progress. It requires a certain 
prescribed course both in mental and physical deve- 
lopment up to a certain age. A person is expected 
to have strong faith in his Creator and His creations. 
“Surely the Christians and the Sabaeins, whoever 
believeth in Allah and the last day and doeth good, 
they shall have the reward from the Lord and there 
is no fear for them, neither shall they grieve.” A 
person is at liberty to hold any independent opinion 
about this or that thing according to his own way 
of judgment. No one has aright to question him. 
No man is responsible for another’s wrong belief. 

The theory of heaven and hell described in the 
Quran, gives us a clear idea of the psychological 


34 


treatment of man in Islam. Heaven and hell are two 
conditions of one’s mind here and hereafter. The 
condition of the human heart creates heaven or hell 
after death. “Hasten to protection against sin to 
your Lord and to a garden the extensiveness of 
which is as the extensiveness of the heaven and the 
earth.” According to the Quran man’s emotions 
and instincts should not be killed or suppressed. 
Instead the subordination of them into higher and 
nobler motives is advocated. The sublimation of 
animal instincts into noble and _ creative ones 
develops one’s consciousness : when this is clothed 
with constructive ability it creates heaven. The 
development of one’s faculties to their fruition is 
called heaven and the misuse of them hell. ‘“ He 
will indeed be evolved who purifies his soul and 
he will indeed fail who stains it.” The real evolution 
meant in the quotation is not the fear of punishment 
or the hope of reward that makes a man live a 
virtuous life, but the attainment of the true per- 
ception of man’s higher nature that enables him 
to see the realities. The condition of one’s mind 
at this stage is called heaven. The onward or the 
backward progress of the human mind is respec- 
tively called heaven or hell. 


Islam established monotheism, to have strong 
faith in one God, for the edification of man. He 
being the chief creation on earth is expected to work 
out the great scheme of creation in co-operation with 
the divine will. The furtherance of the divine 
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flame in man is achieved by putting the scheme 
into practice in every moment of his life. A person’s 
strong faith in one God prevents him from in- 
definitely. continuing in a retrogressive direction, 
and saves him from being dominated, first by one 
influence, and then by another. A, strong faith in 
one God helps to develop a strong will power and a 
mastery over sentiments for Him which help a man 
to sustain effort in any one particular direction. He 
can hope to stand up successfully to a difficult 
environment. The stronger that faith in one ideal, 
the more will it be able to reconcile the conflicting 
elements, and so confidence in his efforts is deve- 
loped. Naturally it leads to onward progress in life. 


Acquirement of knowledge and a scientific 
study are given preference to the worship of 
God. “A fragment of knowledge is worth more 
than a hundred prayers.” The scholar’s ink is as 
precious as the martyr’s blood. There are signs in 
this for people who understand, who reflect, who 
believe, who listen, who ponder, who mind, who 
know, who are religious, who are patient and grate- 
ful. Reason and logic are given preference to 
religion. The articles of faith are based on rational 
bases which make an appeal to the human mind 
of every degree of culture. The religious principles 
are in line with the needs of one’s daily hie. 


Man being a social animal needs the co- 
operation of society for his own happiness in life. 
His needs are many which make him depend upon 
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others for their satisfaction. The satisfaction of his 
immediate needs and the self-seeking instinct in 
him compel him to be selfish and sometimes to be 
cruel to others which causes all the troubles around 
them. He must try to develop in himself a spirit 
of self-sacrifice His dealings with his fellow-beings 
should be straightforward and sincere. The idea 
of service and of being served by others gave birth 
to that of the brotherhood of man. A balance 
between one’s wishes and actions is brought by 
inhibiting the bad intentions before they appear 
in action. Man and his progress were the two 
chief motives kept steadily in view, by the founder 
of Islam, the most rational, natural, and adaptable 
religion of man. 


THE POSITION OF WOMAN IN ISLAM 


HE advent of Islam is ‘a blessing in disguise ’ 
for womanhood. Islam raised woman from 
the most deplorably degraded conditions by giving 
her equal status and rights with man. The holy 
Quran speaks of both the sexes in like terms. The 
good and righteous women have been given the 
Same position as good and righteous men. The 
divine revelation, the highest gift of God, is bestow- 
ed upon woman:—'‘As when we revealed to the 
mother what was revealed”; again: “And when the 
angels said, O Mercy! God has chosen thee and 
purified thee and chosen thee above the women of 
the world.” 


Islam makes no difference between man and 
woman 1n the bestowal of rewards for the good he 
or she does. “I will not waste the work of a worker 
among you whether male or female the one of you 
being from the other’; and again: ‘and whoever 
does good whether male or female—they shall not 
be dealt with a jot unjustly.” “ Whoever does good 
whether male or female We will certainly make 
him or her live a happy life and We will certainly 
give them their reward for what they did.” 


Islam is the only one of the religions of the 
world that has given equal rights to woman in 
material matters. A woman can earn her living or 
she can earn to help her husband financially. She 
inherits property from her parents or from near 
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relations. She owns it, She has every right to 
dispose of it just asa man has. “ Men shall have 
the benefit of what they earn and women shall have 
the benefit of what they earn”’, says the Quran. 
Again, ‘Men shall have a portion of what the 
parents and the near relations leave.” But “if they 
(i.e., the women) of themselves be pleased to give 
up to you a portion of it, then eat it with enjoyment 
and with wholesome result.” These quotations show 
what a perfect freedom as regards their propefty 
rights the Muslim women enjoy. 


She has full liberty in the choice of her — 
husband. No early marriage is allowed and no 
contract between the parents on her behalf is valid. 
Her consent is essential if she is married by the 
guardians in her minority. She has every right to 
repudiate it on attaining majority. Man is bound to 
settle a recognised dower before he enters into a 
marriage contract. Her claim to it is kept the fore- 
most in the Islamic law. She gets it before all the 
creditors and heirs of her deceased husband. After 
her marriage she retains her individuality by not 
assuming her husband’s name. Hence her position 
is that of an independent co-worker, co-sharer anda 
partner of man. | 


Monogamy is the rule in Islam. Polygamy is 
only an exception allowed under certain conditions. 
Frequent wars which were imposed upon Moham- 
med had left an overwhelming majority of widows 
and orphans. The Arabs of those days were guilty 
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of a double injustice towards such helpless women 
and their children. They neither gave them or 
their children a share in the property of their 
husbands nor did they intend to marry widows, being - 
afraid of the responsibility of maintenance ; and the 
widows being illiterate were not ina position to 
earn their living. They had no property and no 
other honourable means of support. 


Any reformer in such circumstances would 
have been morally bound to support the weaker 
side of humanity irrespective of the interests of the 
members of his own sex. Mohammed could not 
solve the problem of womanhood in any other way 
in view of the Islamic principles e., illicit friendship 
between man and woman being strictly prohibited. 
The only alternative was restricted polygamy which 
is expressed in the following quotations. These 
verses are the only authority for the sanction of 
polygamy in the whole Quran. “ And if you fear 
that you cannot act equitably towards orphans 
marry such women as seem good to you two and 
three and four but zf you fear that you will not 
do justice between them, then marry only one— 
this is more proper that you may not deviate from 
the right course.” 


The sanction of polygamy was to raise the 
position of the destitutes. 


The purdah system as enjoined in Islam was 
also meant to raise the position of woman. 
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The purdah in the real sense of the word is 
not so much physical as it is moral. It is meant 
for the development of the personality and character 
of women, to instil into them the spirit of self- 
respect, and self-control. It is also meant to make 
them brave and patient in facing the ills of the 
world. 


Hence the Holy Quran allows them to go out 
of their houses for the satisfaction of their immedi- 
ate needs. In the days of Mohammed they went 
regularly to mosques and said their prayers along 
with men, standing in a separate row. They helped 
their husbands in the fields and went with the 
army, looked after the wounded and helped the fight- 
ers in many ways according to the extent of their 
capacity. They could even fight the enemy in an 
emergency. According to the Quran there is no 
occupation that is not open to them. They can 
do anything they deem fit. The only restriction 
put on their liberty is that they should not have too 
much familiarity with the members of the other 
sex. This kind of restriction is put even on man. 
The seclusion commanded by the Quran is not a 
drawback for the necessary activities of women but 
is an instrument towards progress. 


Islam is the only religion that gives woman an 
equal position in material matters, and in the moral 
and spiritual spheres as well. The women belong- 
ing to other religions aspire for what the Muslim 
women have been enjoying for the last 1400 years. 


THE PRESENT CONDITION OF GIRLS 
IN ISLAM 


HE position that man occupies in the home, 
the social environment, malnutrition, lack of 
physical training, have between them dwarfed the 
mental capacity of Muslim girls. To the ordinary 
observer, physical causes alone are responsible, 
but. the student of social conditions finds that a 
hostile environment breeds a complex of the mind 
which does not lose its grip on girls even when 
they grow to womanhood. The solution lies in better 
home conditions, physical training, and above all in 
the development of a full and unrestrained per- 
sonality. 

Muslim girls in India have not availed them- 
selves of the best that nature can give and thus 
are rather backward in class and of rather low 
intellectual capacity. The causes are not far to 
seek. They have not been given adequate physical 
training and are consequently unable to stand the 
strain of a hard day’s work. Slack habits contrac- 
ted at home and in an unfriendly environment last 
through life, taking from them the desire and will 
for sustained effort, intellectual or otherwise. Bad 
home conditions and malnutrition have, between 
them, witheld from girls the strength from which 
they might draw for the development of their 
minds. 


Despite the glorious heritage of the past and 
the wide scope of activity to which Muslim women 


42 


eould address themselves, conditions in India une 
happily tend to narrow the intellectual capacity of 
Muslim women through dwarfing the mind of 
Muslim girls. The past, the wonderful past of the 
Muslim civilisation with the wide opportunities it 
opened up for the self-expression of women 1s a 
never-failing fount of inspiration, but rather than 
drink of it Muslim parents turn their backs upon 
it, and having for long been denied self-expression, 
they, in their turn, tyrannise over their children and 
deny them any measure of free, unrestrained growth. 


Psychology has opened up a vast ocean of 
knowledge respecting the workings of the mind, 
and it can be easily shown that the present condi- 
tion of mental inefficiency of girls in India is due 
to the improper grasp of psychological issues by 
their parents.. The position that man occupies in 
the Indian Muslim home 1s too central, too much of 
the position that the earth occupied in the medieval 
cosmogony. Man is so revered by women that free 
talk, laughter, free thought, in fact any sign of free- 
dom in his presence is considered immodest, un- 
ladylike, even disrespectful. Social customs have 
attached to him a sanctity he can ill sustain, and the 
general upshot of the ascription of every form of 
superiority to him has been the creation of an 
inferiority complex in woman. Small wonder then 
that the tyranny of man should breed mental in- 
efficiency in women who get their own back by 
tyrannising over their children. 
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From the cradle to the grave the impress of a 
hostile environment hag been set upon the mind of 
the girls, At home it is a supreme virtue for them 
to be silent, to talk only when addressed and behave 
in a “seemly” fashion. At school the teachers are 
so high and mighty, such important constellations 
that they must revolve in their own orbits. The 
girls ape their teachers and when they grow up 
have no desire for friendly, reasonable intercourse 
sweetened by the desire for fellowship. There is 
no free movement between the teachers and the 
girls whereby the peculiar conditions of each single 
girl could’ be discovered and advice given. It is 
distressing to find that teachers use their authority 
to instil fear into their hearts, and too often it 
happens that the mistakes of girls are made_ the oc- 
casion for hearty laughter in which other girls join. 
No thought is paid to the sense of burning shame 
the unfortunate girl suffers, the violent emotions 
that seethe in her frustrated being. Authority and 
discipline must not and cannot be dispensed with ; 
but true discipline is always in the interest of the 
children themselves and should be as far as_pos- 
sible an inner light, that, radiating, conditions all 
their actions. The true teacher ts she who can 
develop that light not through “ blows and knocks’ 
but through gentleness. 


From the cradle to the grave ! After the school 
life is over the children are not yet free to develop 
their minds. A social environment cramps their 
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growth. The father and mother set limits to their 
children’s appreciation of life and life’s problems. 
Always following the path chalked by others, always 
depending on the men for this, that and the other, 
it is no cause for wonder that the generations of 
India’s women tread the vicious circle. The girl 
today finds herself cramped and her vital impulses 
repressed. The day comes when she is a mother 
and the repressed tendencies then find some 
measure of satisfaction. Warped and _ sickened 
with repression, these tendencies have become 
a travesty of the original and she can only find de- 
light in setting the impress of a starved-out soul on 
her children. And so goes on the merry-go-round ! 


Time it is that women should bethink them- 
selves of this sorry state and conjecture on how far 
and whither this will lead them. Courage is 
required, courage to give to the girls gladly what 
the mothers had themselves been deprived of. 
Courage, strength of purpose and love; for to those 
whom mothers caused to be born they have a 
supreme duty, a sacred duty, that such children be 
given every opportunity to develop their minds to 
the uttermost capacity. Then indeed will peace 
and love and happiness come to reign in a land 
where, God knows, so little of each 1s to be found. 


PURDAH AND PROGRESS 


pero of the present purdah system has 

been a subject of talk nowadays, in almost all 
the Ladies’ Associations. It is often discussed by 
ladies of other communities and anti-purdah re- 
solutions are passed, but with no satisfactory results. 


The outward agitation against purdah 1s due to 
the ever-changing environment of the world which 
has become a big neighbourhood. What is spoken 
or done in one part of the world is known in every 
other part in a few hours.  Self-realization is found 
in our own women and that has given expression to 
the abolition of the age-long system of purdah 
which obviously has been a great hindrance to their 
activities. They have begun to study the opinions 
of the different people of the world and have deve- 
loped a desire to follow the direction in which the 
world is moving. The heroic acts performed by 
ladies of other communities in the interests of 
womanhood or otherwise have been the chief incen- 
tives among Muslim ladies to discard purdah and 
follow their example. A microscopic minority of 
the educated Muslims of the present day condemn 
this artificial purdah system. » 


The social customs or systems, as they are 
called, were inaugurated to provide the wants of the 
people of the country. Naturally they were the 
outcome of the demand arising from the conditions 
prevailing at the time, 
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Any system, for that matter, has its advantages 
and disadvantages too. The advantages of the 
purdah system are many. It has made our women 
obedient and loyal wives, devoted mothers and 
helpful and considerate sisters. It has kept our 
girls free from the evils of Western civilisation and 
the disagreeable results of free mixing with mem- 
bers of the other sex. Their sole aim in life is 
service of the members of the family. Not having 
any other temptations or distractions they devote 
themselves whole-heartedly to the duties of the 
home. 

Religion has given them a right to divorce 
their husbands if their temperaments do not agree. 
But the cases of divorce in the community have no 
comparison with those of other communities that do 
not observe the purdah system. A Muslim woman 
sticks to married life for weal or woe. In her 
opinion her husband’s word is law and he 1s her 
Neemai Khuda whom she almost worships. Mushm 
society looks down upon a woman who divorces her 
husband or vice versa. The life of sucha person is 
considered disrespectful. So a married Muslim 
woman 1s a puppet in the hands of her husband. 


The disadvantages of the purdah system were 
not so conspicuous in olden days as they are now. 
These are educational, social, economical and physi- 
cal. It has made the education. of our girls diff- 
cult. The percentage of educated Muslim women 
in comparison to those of other communities is 
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very low. The number of graduates in the com- 
munity can be counted on one’s fingers. 


Socially Muslim purdah women are not taken 
for civilised people. They have very few opportu- 
nities to mix with the women of other communities 
who are more civilised. Their expericnces of the 
world are next to nothing. 


The financial condition of the community in 
general needs no description. Its poverty 1s chronic 
and proverbial. A Muslim is expected to earn to 
provide the needs of home and children, to teach 
the latter if he is an educated person, and to be an 
escort to his women folk into the bargain. Hence 
our ladies generally are parasites in rich families 
and an economic burden in poor ones, whereas the 
women of other communities are a great source of 
help to men in every sphere of life. Naturally the 
financial condition of other communities 1s much 
better than ours. 

Seclusion has undermined the health of Muslim 
women. They are physically unfit for any strenuous 
work. Eighty per cent. of the girls of school-going 
age suffer from some disease or other which can 
easily be cured by sunlight, fresh air and exercise. 

Purdah with illiteracy and ignorance has 
cramped their personalities. 


They are not in a position to take care of 
themselves. Before marriage father and brothers 
provide their needs and after it husbands and sons. 
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Development of personality is acquired by a life of 
contact with others in daily experiences. 


What is the effect of the system on the com- 
munity, and on the nation at large? It is a well- 
known fact that the community is far behind in 
progress. So it is rightly called the backward 
community. We have painfully noticed the dege- 
neration of the great Muslim nation. And we have 
also noted the causes that led to it. Women are 
the educators and instructors of humanity. The 
foundations of education and that of character 
and its development are laid by them. : 


A nation’s success or its fall is to a great extent 
in their hands. Our illiterate women with their 
superstition and ignorance have produced a dege- 
nerated nation which is struggling hard to make 
both ends meet. 


What is the present condition of Muslims? 
Have they realised the causes that led to the 
degeneration of the Muslim nation? No; there are 
still different opinions or thoughts. Some oppose 
the purdah system, some support it and some are 
neutral. The observance of this system being in 
vogue, has made our women blind to its disadvan- 
tages. They not only approve of its use but also 
look down upon those who discard it. In their 
opinion virtue and liberty of movement are two 
incompatible things. 


One should not be pessimistic. The conditions 
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nowadays are not so disappointing. Some of our 
educated ladies have discarded the system and are 
taking an active part in the regeneration of our 
nation. The noble work of such pioneer workers 
has encouraged others. 

In such circumstances the only way to abolish 
the purdah system is to educate the masses, make 
them realise its disadvantages and so eradicate the 
social evils by imparting true education which will 
develop their moral courage, instill into them 
strength of mind and body, enable them to adjust 
themselves to any circumstances of the world and 
make them devote themselves usefully to the 
service of home and society. 


It is not enough to give freedom to our girls. 
They should be trained to use it properly. They 
should be systematically and adequately equipped 
to develop self-respect and behave themselves 
well. The abolition of the purdah system has 
racked the brains of many for ages. It is beyond 
the power of a few to effect it. It requires the co- 
operation of the members of both the sexes. 

Its abolition by drastic measures is_ neither 
practicable nor advisable. It should be attempted 
gradually and indirectly by providing chances of 
useful education and opportunities for vocational 
education with an aim to improve their material 
conditions. 

True education of men, women, and children 


alone will be the basis for its solution. 
4 ; 


THE SERVICE OF ISLAM TO 
HUMANITY 


SLAM, the most liberal and practical religion of 

man, has done invaluable service to humanity. 
Its doctrines and principles make an_ universal 
appeal to one’s common sense and to one’s spirit of 
adventure. Its practicality is so flexible that one 
can easily adjust oneself to it under any circum- 
stances. It is not a drag in one’s life and progress 
but is an incentive and an impetus that makes 
one act, judge and think in every aspect of life. 
It makes a man true to God, to himself and to his 
fellow beings, in words, deeds and thoughts. 


The unity of God is the basis upon which 
great stress is laid: ‘“ Serve God; you have no God 
other than Him ;” again “Say, He, God is one, God 
is He on whom all depends. He begets not, nor ts 
He begotten; and none is like Him.” The doctrine 
of ‘One God’ is associated with that of ‘One 
Humanity’ to unite all human beings under one 
common element—God. “Say, O followers of the 
Book, Come to an equitable proposition between us 
and you, that we shall not serve any but God and 
that we shall not associate aught with Him, and that 
some of us shall not take others for lords besides 
God.” Hence Islam requires all nations of the 
world to unite and understand one another as all in 
the eyes of God are alike. The doctrine of one 
nation creates a psychological effect in the mind of 
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its followers. It is an incentive in one’s progress 
and advancement. No nation and no man can con- 
sider himself to be the favoured one. They may 
fight and differ with one another yet they are the 
children of one father. 


Man is considered as the khalifa of God. He 
is gifted with capabilities and power to control the 
rest of God’s creation. So he is given an elevated 
position in the world and is regarded even above 
angels. He is made to rule the world, to subdue 
and subjugate the forces of nature, and to make the 
best use of them to satisfy his needs. Hence man 
degrades himself if he worships other elements of 
nature whom he conquers. He makes _ himself 
unsuitable for the high place bestowed upon him by 
his Creator. “ And whoever associates any thing 
with God he indeed strays off into a remote error.’’ 
This doctrine saves man from committing the 
greatest sin ‘Sherk’ which means dualism of the 
theory of God. 

Islam by its law of requital of good and evil 
has fixed the place of man in the world. ‘He who 
has done an atom’s weight of good shall see it. 
And he who has done an atom’s weight of evil shall 
see it.’ Every man is made responsible for his 
good and bad deeds. He will be rewarded and 
punished accordingly. But “ Whoever brings good 
he shall have ten (times) like it and whoever brings 
evil he shall be recompensed only with the like of 
it and they shall not be dealt with unjustly.” Again 
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‘To Him do ascend the goodly words; and the 
goodly deed, He exalts it; and those who plan evil 
deeds shall have a severe chastisement, and their 
plan shall perish.” 


The doctrine of uprightness of conduct pres- 
cribed by Islam has done no less service to humanity. 
And let not hatred of people incite you to exceed 
the limits, and help one another in goodness and 
piety and do not help one another in sin and aggres- 
sion.’ This expressly indicates that a person 
should not be hostile even to his enemy. It also 
lays down the noble ethical doctrine of repelling 
evil with good. This is so practical in life that it 
does not interfere in the establishment of law and 
order at the same time as it repels evil. 


The Islamic view of life is unique in itself: 
“In the creation of the heavens and the alternation of 
the night and the day there are surely signs for 
men of understanding ; those who remember God 
standing and sitting and lying on their sides; and 
reflect on the creation of the heavens and the earth.” 
The remembrance of God and the reflection on 
His creation naturally develop one’s mental power 
and understanding. It increases one’s knowledge, 
powers of observation and reasoning and it leads to 
experiment. Hence the very life of man is the 
cause of spiritual and material advancement. The 
remembrance of God does not mean mere utter- 
ance of prayers but it implies the realisation of the 
divine light in man. By material advancement 1s not 
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meant the hoarding of wealth or living of a luxurious 
life, which so engrosses man, but it means a simple 
life with adherence to truth, righteousness and the 
turning of all the faculties of the mind to good use, 


| According to Islam death does not bring the 
life of a man to an end but only opens the door for 
a higher life. It is said “We have created you, why 
do you not then accept the truth? Have you consi- 
dered the life-germ? Is it you that create it or are 
We the creators? We have ordained death among 
you and we are not to be overcome, that We may 
change your attributes and make you grow into 
what you know not.” Hence the aim of life is 
to attain a higher life by progress and advancement. 
The connection between life in the world and the 
life after death is clearly expressed in the verse. 
‘And whosoever desires the hereafter and _ strives 
for it as he ought to strive, and who is a_ believer, 
their striving shall be recompensed—and certainly 
the hereafter is much superior in respect of degrees 
and much superior in respect of excellence.’ 
Heaven and hell are not places of enjoyment or 
suffering but are two realities or two conditions 
of mind even here, which are felt according to one’s 
own deeds. An action by man leaves its effect 
upon him as soon as it is finished. An effect of 
an evil deed prevents man from doing more evil 
(unless a person.possesses a dead conscience) and 
the good effect encourages him to act more enthu- 
siastically for further good. 
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Islam is a religion of hope. Hope is a condition 
of mind which makes a person attain his object at 
any cost. It encourages him to put out his best 
efforts to find out means and ways for achievement. 
It creates a strong will power. Man is no doubt 
given a choice to be good or bad (the doctrine of 
fatalism has no place in Islam). Man by his own 
hand gets into distress which is the consequence 
of his evil deeds. God 1s a judge who cannot 
be unjust. “And any mercy encompasses all things.” 
This clearly means that punishment is a phase of 
Divine Mercy. Itis meant to correct the sinner. 
Mercy is shown after punishment. This shows that 
hope is not denied, even to sinners. 


The above imperfect treatment of the gist of 
Islamic tenets and its service to human beings 
shows that it is anatural religion of man. A religion 
to the truth of which human nature bears ample 
testimony. It is said Go set thy face upright for 
religion in the right state—the nature made by God 
in which He has made men, that is the right 
religion but most people do not know.”” The three 
fundamental principles of Islam are the unity 
and the all-comprehensive providence of God, the 
universality of divine revelation, and the account- 
ability for all actions in a life after death, and these 
are recognised by all religions and their universal 
acceptance is a proof positive of the very nature of 
man that bears testimony to their truth, The nght 
principle for getting rid of bondage from sin lies in 
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the words “The remembrance of God” which is 
over and over repeated in the holy Quran. Itisa 
living belief in divine knowledge, power and good- 
ness that restrains a man from going astray. The 
sure knowledge that every evil leads to another 
and that there is a supreme Knower who knows 
what is hidden from the human eye and whose 
moral law is effective where that of society fails; 
that He is the source of goodness and mercy through 
the help of which man can have communion with 
God—these are powerful restraints upon evil. May 
this wonderful religion of man give sufficient strength 
and understanding to its followers to refrain from 
evil and to give the aid of their God-given mission 
to their unfortunate and wretched brothers every- 
where. 


_ CHANGING INDIA 
BASES OF CULTURAL RELATIONSHIPS 
THE CASE FOR THE COMMUNAL AWARD 


ola was mature in thought before any of the 

modern nations of the world were born. It has 
grown further in spite of relapses and has absorbed 
and assimilated in its broad river of thought a good 
deal of that which comes from all other parts of 
the world. It is not the ancient Buddhistic, Muslim 
or Medizval India. | 

It is, however, the modern India which is none 
of these and yet is all of these and many other 
things besides. India now stands before the world 
full of new hopes and aspirations ready to offer 
what is hers to give and to receive what is for others 
to offer, on the single condition that the offering 
and the receiving should not be made an occasion 
for superiority and inferiority or for the domination 
and subordination of one nation or community over 
the other. 

The old barriers of time and space have 
been broken down. The old isolations are rapidly 
disappearing. Villages hitherto remote and self- 
contained are finding themselves in the stream of 
India’s life and thought. Self-realisation is found 
in every one and intellectual development has given 
vent to an interchange of ideals and ideas in the 
interest of all. 

People have begun to think collectively, keeping 
steadily in view the welfare of the whole. A cry 
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is heard everywhere to “think first as an indi- 
vidual and then as a Muslim or a Hindu.” The 
ideals, the opinions and the activities of one part of 
India are considered vital to every other part. New 
inter-communal problems are constantly arising and 
new causes of friction are developing. Great 
thinkers are of opinion that if Indians aim at 
building a nation they must learn to live together in 
close contact ; they must appreciate the contribution 
to human welfare which every race has made and 
is making; they must understand the ‘customs, 
ideals and cultures of others and seek common 
interests and purpose in them: thus they must 
develop. 


There is obviously a difference between a 
unity of thought and a concert of thought. In a 
concert, the individual notes of thought are not only 
dissimilar but must be different and yet they must 
all contribute to a common and harmonious effect 
which can never be attained by unity or uniformity. 
The thought, the art, the philosophy, the science, 
and the life of the different peoples of our country, 
though varying in many respects, have tended to 
borrow and blend influences from one another 
beyond national boundaries and have _ brought 
uniformity in them to a great extent. Hence Indians 
can look forward to a real concert of thought in the 
India to be. - 

The cultural relationship of Indians from 
ancient India to the present day is full of interest to 
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any dispassionate observer of the country. The 
great cultural wealth of the Buddhist movement 
was one of the world’s greatest upheavals of spirt- 
tual thought. From the beginning of the preaching 
of that great teacher the message was intended to 
be communicated to the whole of humanity. The 
advent of Islam brought a new vigorous outlook 
and a great practical experience. In religion it 
taught moral fervour, the right of private judgment 
and robust common sense. In social life it 
preached and practised brotherhood instead of 
caste. 

The unity of thought from a sociological point 
of view among Indians is also interesting. A right 
understanding of it will go a long way towards co- 
operation. Looking at the question, from the 
general point of view, one is entitled to use the 
term socialistic. It must not be understood to mean 
that the needs, wishes and character of the indivi- 
dual are subordinated to those of society. But in 
general, an individual is supposed to efface itself 
in order to subserve the needs of the family, the 
tribe, the caste, the clan or other aggregate which 
forms the unit of society. 


_ The true inwardness of the human spirit can 
best be discovered in one’s art. The history of art 
furnishes the best criterion of what people thought 
and felt in different ages. Art has helped to re- 
move misunderstandings and has enabled divers 
groups of various communities to work together for 
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the progress of the human family. The art of 
music has particularly helped in bringing people 
together. Its historical development shows how it 
has knitted them as one. | 

Religion plays such an important part in India, 
yet it has made the followers of different religions 
work together in all the great cultural movement of 
the country and co-operate with the larger world in 
shaping her destiny. In my view the religion of all 
thinking beings is the same however different may 
be the philosophy by which they explain their spiri- 
tual hopes. When once this idea is grasped by 
every one of us we will be able to work together 
more efficiently and more effectively for the good 
of humanity. | 

A great Persian writer has compared humanity 
to a human being and has added that if one part of 
the human body suffers the pain is felt acutely in 
all other parts of the anatomy. Human beings are 
bound by human ties. If a person does not feel 
for the suffering of others, he does not deserve to 
be called a human being. If people are true to 
their own human feelings they are bound to feel sad 
at the sufferings and delighted for the success of 
others. 

What is humanity if not a combination of many 
small families? Each family has a head, the father, 
who looks after its members. He supplies the 
needs of his children, educates them, helps them 
to get settled in life and stand on their own 
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feet... The weak, aged and imbecile members of 
the family are looked after and paid special attention 
to, not only by himself but also by every member 
of the house. They feel worried till such people 
recover their health. Then they are treated on the 
same basis as the others. ua 

The leaders of our country are the heads of 
bigger families or communities. Their duty is the 
impartial care of all and special treatment for the 
weak ones who are called the minority or the back- 
ward communities. Their intellectual, economical, 
social and political conditions are far behind those 
of the advanced ones. These conditions have to 
be improved by paying particular attention to them 
till they are brought to the same standard as those 
of the progressive ones. Otherwise the combination 
of two unequal sections is disadvantageous to the 
weaker one. 

~The aim of our leaders 1s to improve the above- 
mentioned conditions of Indians and to give them 
equal status and rights irrespective of caste, creed 
or race. So far as the aim is concerned all of them 
agree gloriously but in putting the ideal into practice 
they differ. Some want to treat Indians as a whole 
human family whose service should be close to 
every worker’s heart. Others differ from this ideal 
thought and would allow each community to pro- 
gress individually and develop its own culture, 
mother tongue and.civilisation and co-operate with 
the rest in matters concerning the nation and the 
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country. To treat Indians as one nation is an ideal 
yet:to be achieved. No doubt India is progressing. 
Old ideas are giving place to new ones. But 
progress does not come all at once. New ideas do 
not all materialise at one time. People take. ec 
own time to realise these relative values. 


In such circumstances will the religious fanatics 
of our country ever bear the idea of giving up their 
religious customs and conventions? Will any ruler 
be able to effect reformation in this connection? 
The answer will be an emphatic no. Even the 
‘Imperialistic English rulers’ had been afraid of 
such a venture. The Great Indian Mutiny had 
frightened them out of their wits. If we are not in 
a position to interfere in the religious and social 
affairs of our people how are we going to abolish 
the barriers that come in the way of our unity and 
progress? The only way to do it will be by chang- 
ing our policy. If the minority communities do not 
come to the Ministers the latter will have to go to 
the former. In other words by welcoming the 
communal award, by allowing the people to choose 
their own electorate and representatives and by 
making them understand that their political, social 
and economical rights are not at stake. 


Co-operation withthe masses and their edu- 
cation presents unsurmountable difficulties. The 
mass of any community have their own whims and 
fancies and due to their ignorance and illiteracy 
possess susceptible minds and are easily led away 
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mentality and temperament. The communal award 
has its own advantages. The people belonging 
to the same community are elected. They under- 
stand the needs and necessities of their community. 
They know how to redress those grievances. 
Their ways of dealing with the people will neither 
fe drastic nor frightening. The masses will have 
confidence in the work of their representatives to a 
great extent as the elected members and others be- 
long to the same religion, with the common mother 
torigue and customs which are the greater unifying 
factors, hence there will not be a big divergence 
between the rulers and the ruled. A _ sense of 
responsibility and a spirit of help develops in the 
representatives. It raises them from their lethargy, 
indifference and indolence which have been the chief 
causes for their backwardness. The qualifications 
required for the electorates being very high only a 
few may stand a chance of coming in that category. 
Hence an overwhelming majority of them will be 
neglected. The communal award with a separate 
electorate will give them opportunities to improve 
themselves. It will be a sort of compulsion put on 
them to progress. The only effective and economical 
instrument of educating the masses is compulsion. 


Leaders being the fathers of the human family 
have an uphill work before them. It is not possible 
for a few representatives of any community to turn 
out work satisfactory for all. They need the 
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co-operation and help of many representatives from 
every community. The more the number of workers 
in a community, the lesser will be the individual 
responsibility. The lesser that responsibility, the 
more effective and efficient will be the nature of the 
work turned out by them. The _ responsibility of 
the leaders will be shared and more people will 
come forward to work. The experiences of the 
last few decades have proved that persons holding 
high positions are prone to help the members of 
their own community. I don’t mean to say that 
there are not people with a strong sense of justice 
and sympathy for humanity. There are some 
impartially minded people holding high positions 
but their number is not legion. So the members 
of the same communities who have the interest of 
its members at heart will do something substantial 
for them. 


Isolation for any community 1s not good. It 
means stagnation of progress, whereas co-operation 
is constructive. There is a tendency among some 
Indians to seek a new kind of isolation. To 
encourage this attitude is to plunge that section 
deeper in the mire. It is a well known fact that 
any new movement or liberty is liable to have 
many shortcomings. What we ought to realise is 
that the present movement in India is very new. 
It is still in its infancy. It is the outcome of the 
attempts and struggles of all Indians through many 
decades in India and abroad. To turn away from it, 
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as if it were something alien or hostile to the rest 
of the people of India is to misread the lesson of 
history. On the contrary all Indians ought to wel- 
come in it the seeds of progress and all the healthy 
elements that conquer or subdue the ailment to 
which every human being falls. | 


I want the leaders on their side to co-operate - 
with the minority communities and to understand 
their past history and their present aspirations. The 
task of all lovers of humanity is to study each one 
of them in their separate settings and phases and 
to treat them with impartiality. Most of the striv- 
ings of one section of humanity have a message and 
a meaning in constructing a reasonable and pro- 
gressive scheme of life for all. For a variety of 
reasons false ideas of race or cultural superiority 
have gained ground. But on that score, perhaps, 
no community or nation or country has a right to 
cast the first stone on the new India to be. They 
should use every agency, political, economical, 
educational and social to prevent false ideas from 
dominating the intercourse of the people. 


There are many frictions and disturbing 
elements but if the human mind is true to itself and 
if the members of the human family are loyal to each 
other, the human spirit must ultimately conquer as 
itis meant todo. Unless we do so with serious 
purpose we are liable to have our vision narrowed 
and obstruct each other’s progress. 


THE POSITION OF WOMEN IN INDIA 


apate rights of man have been the subject of 

debate ever since Paine took his stand against 
autocracy, but the rights of woman have not received 
their due recognition even in Islamic countries. 
Mere acquiescence to a formula of equality has 
little value in the absence of social institutions to 
give effect to such a formula. Public opinion has 
been weighted against the cause of woman’s intel- 
lectual emancipation and the heritage of communal 
psychology has been the perpetuation of such in- 
equality. The time has come when India has to 
acknowledge the tremendous influence woman plays 
in the formation of character. Immediate attention 
has to be given to evolve those institutions that 
would train women to be worthy of the best 
traditions of Islam, that they may themselves rear 
children worthy of Islam. 


Rousseau says, “‘ Educate women like men and 
the more they resemble our sex the less power will 
they have over us.” From time immemorial it has 
been considered unnecessary to educate women. 
No provision had been made for the development 
of their minds, for the species of instruction that 
was given them was but a travesty of the ideals 
of education. Their power of understanding is 
consequently slight, and they lack the capacity of 
quick perception and decision. To them action 


comes mechanically, following as they do in the 
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wake of the others. They are denied access to the 
intellectual world. If they are taken out of their 
havens they stand open to external influences— 
helpless, as their minds had found little skilful 
employment. The sentiments and ideas of more 
cultivated minds appear ridiculous to them. They 
are but humble dependents of fathers, husbands, 
sons or other male relations. 


The position of woman as a wife and a mother 
is not easy to describe. Motherhood is greatly 
venerated as a symbol of faithfulness and devotion. 
She is often spoken of with great respect and is the 
symbol of nationality as in the reference to our 
maternal “ motherland.” Woman has a large place 
in both Hindu and Muslim religions. She, in spite 
of her many handicaps, has exerted a remarkable 
influence in the home, not only over her daughters 
and daughters-in-law, but also over her educated 
sons. She is supposed to be the conserver of 
religion and ancient culture and traditions. 


No one can deny that one needs systematic 
training to work in an orderly and coherent manner. 
The mother needs the exactness and system found 
in education to be, herself, capable of training her 
children and developing their character. Reason is 
needed at every step and education is the means for 
developing the powers of thought. Controlling a 
child’s temper and relating his work in life with the 
peculiar characteristics of his nature need the sober 
and steady eye of reason which the mother now 
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of passion. 

Man is such that he considers a good wife as 
the one who gives no opportunity for reproach on 
the score of her being masculine. She is one who 
preserves her honour free from stain. She abstains 
from committing sins. She never criticises or finds 
fault with her husband’s whims and fancies. She 
places implicit faith in him and bows to her tin-god. 
In short her duty is to obey unquestioningly and 
yield to her lord every moment of her life. How 
charming all this is! But the effects of sucha 
surrender are harmful indeed not only on the 
strength of her own mind but also on the growth of 
the children entrusted to her care. 


Fate however breaks this tie. She is lefta 
widow perhaps without sufficient provision to live 
on. The most deplorable feature of her position as 
widow 1s the spurious belief that she was the cause 
of her husband’s death. Among the highest class 
Hindus her head is shaved. She is debarred from 
participating in religious ceremonies. She is expect- 
ed to fast and show her penitence every minute of 
her life. The words of Kalidasa are beautiful but 
what a picture they paint ! 

The moonbeams wander not the moon forsaking 
Where rolls the cloud, the lightning ts not far 
Wife follows mate is law of Nature’s making 
Yes even among such things as lifeless are. 

She has to make herself the drudge of the 
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household. It does not require a forceful pen to 
sketch the domestic miseries, the curses, the sorrows 
and meannesses she has to suffer, the petty tyrannies 
that gall her existence, till life itself becomes com- 
pletely unbearable. The natural protector who used 
to extend his arms on every trifling occasion is now 
no more. She is left weak and helpless against a 
hostile world. 


The position of women in a polygamous house- 
hold is little short of physical, mental and moral 
degradation. No equality could be expected under 
such circumstances. The very purpose of marriage 
is perverted as those endearing charities that flow 
from personal fidelity to one another and which lend 
sanctity to the marriage tie are replaced by jealousy, 
selfishness and quarrelsomeness. Such marriages 
end every domestic virtue essential for peace and 
love within the home, essential for the growth of 
mind of their children. It is necessary for a man and 
woman to lead a life of domestic harmony in order 
to rear children worthy of Islam. Nature never 
intended that a man should -have more than one 
wife. Polygamy is supported by religion and is 
practised on the score that it is conducive to the 
good life. One wonders if there is no strength of 
character in man to help him sublimate his instincts. 


Modern young women (there are exceptions to 
every rule) in general have acquired the follies and 
superficialities of Western civilisation without assi- 
milating its compensating greatness of character. 


69 


Pleasure is the craving of their minds. They pursue 
pleasure at the sacrifice of virtue which is the fruit 
of thought and religion. Ever restless and ever 
anxious to satisfy one need after another, not only 
are they unhappy but they prove a source of un- 
happiness to others. 


‘Women are the fairest gift of God. They are 
smiling, innocent creatures. Behold them with love 
and respect. Treat them with tenderness and 
honour. They are timid and want to be defended. 
They are frail. O! do not take advantage of their 
weakness. Let their fears and blushes endear 
them. Let their confidence in you never be abused.” 
One feels anxious to know how far such quotations 
are rightly understood by the average Indian. How 
many of them have tried to be worthy of the 
confidence and the hopes that women entertain of 
them? How many have rendered unselfish service 
to helpless women? Until women are given the 
education they so badly need and develop indepen- 
dent powers of thought the progress and improve- 
ment of India will ever suffer check. Unless the 
women of India become brave, thoughtful and active 
participators in the educational, social and political 
activities of their country, India must ever remain 
backward. Hope there is, as always there must be. 
India cannot for long deny half her effective 
population the weapon that she needs for her own 
national regeneration—Education. 


THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
MUSLIMS AND HINDUS 


ae outstanding conviction of Islam is its belief 

in one God, Who has created man, whose 
destiny He sways. Muslims are rigid in their 
monotheism and are bitterly opposed to any form 
of idolatry—“And your God is one God. There 
is no God but He. He is Rahman and Raheem.” 
The Hindus on the other hand believe in many 
gods, goddesses and their incarnations. Gods 
representing various powers, such as light, dark- 
ness, wealth, learning, water, food etc., are wor- 
shipped and their help sought. 


Islam constitutes a great brotherhood of be- 
lievers. No one is barred on account of race, caste 
or position. The Mosque is the house of God, where 
everyone whether rich or poor, king or slave, has 
equal rights and status. According to the Muslims 
prayer is sacred as then “the finite meets the 
Infinite’ in one’s feelings and thoughts. Strict silence 
is to be observed whereby that sense of proximity 
to the source of life can be best preserved, so 
music 1s an abomination near the place of worship. 
A mosque consists of a simple, plain hall where no 
pictures, idols, are used. 


The Hindu religion divides humanity into 
different classes according to race, caste or position. 
It lays emphasis on the idea that certain classes of 
people are fit for learning, certain to rule, certain 
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to do business and certain to work for others. How 
absurd 1s the classification! Of course, it has to be 
admitted that a certain amount of reform to unite 
all Hindus into one class is increasing. The temple 
is a place monopolised by the priest class. Entry 
even by the members of the same community is 
not an easy thing, let alone the members of other 
communities. Itis decorated with carvings, pictures 
and idols. Prayers are accompanied with dancing 
and music, strictly prohibited by the Muslims. 


The communities are kept apart not only by 
religion, but also through specific social customs. 
There could be little commingling: one is a vege- 
tarian and the other is a non-vegetarian. Hence 
the dishes prepared are different. The methods 
of eating and drinking are widely different. A 
Muslim dare not enter a kitchen or a dining-room 
of a Hindu. No eatables or even water can be 
touched by the members of other communities. 


The Hindus venerate the cow, the snake, the 
eagle, and many other animals. They have strong 
convictions against the taking of life, while Muslims 
require the sacrifice of animals for religious and 
other purposes. They require animals for their 
food and taking their life is not considered a sin. 
They think that God has created animals to supply 
the needs of man—supreme in creation. ‘ He has 
made the rivers subservient to you, the night and 
the day, and nature. He gives to you all that you 
ask.” | 
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The Muslim women observe the purdah system. 
The only male members they see and talk to are 
father, uncle, brother and husband. The Hindu 
women do not observe purdah and mix with men 
well-dressed and decorated. Islam is against it. 
‘Say to the believing women that they cast down 
their looks and not display their ornaments, except 
what appears thereof and let them wear their head 
coverings over their bosoms.” When women meet, 
their own relatives are ordered to cast down their 
looks. A display of beauty is strictly forbidden asa 
preventive against loose morals which ultimately 
undermine society. 


Further, a Muslim, however poor and illiterate, 
cannot and will not tolerate any disrespectful treat- 
ment towards the women folk. Public bathing by 
women is condemned in Islam—“ A woman who 
takes off her clothes in a place other than her home 
is disgraceful in the sight of God.” Bathing in public 
places is a common thing among the Hindus. 


The mental differences between the communi- 
ties are also very striking. Any dispassionate 
observer of facts will clearly see that there 1s a big 
differences between their ideas, ideals and valua- 
tions. The resignation of the Congress Ministry in 
seven Provinces on the pretext of obtaining freedom 
when the English are engaged in a life and death 
struggle, and the continuation of the Ministry by the 
Muslims show the attitudes of their minds. One is 
more selfish and thinks of his own interest without 
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caring for the condition of his opponent. The 
other is an open sort of man contented with what 
he gets, being animated by a principle of action— 
“live and let others live.” He is as straightforward 
as he is considerate. When he finds his opponent in 
danger, he “ forgoes his rights and forgives him.” 


The above-mentioned differences are the chief 
ones and they have been the cause of friction 
between the illiterate members of these communi- 
ties. The modern thinkers feel that they are only 
man-made barriers and can easily be abolished in 
the interest of the country. But how many thinkers 
are there who are really interested in the country? 
Egoism is a part of human nature. It compels a 
person to satisfy his proteges for he is responsible 
for them. He cannot see them unhappy or miser- 
able, so he has to sacrifice his own interests to keep 
them happy. 


Under present world conditions it takes one’s 
whole lifetime to see to the satisfaction of one’s 
own needs and those of one’s family. These needs 
are not only growing as time goes on, but they are 
multiplying and becoming more and more complex. 
This is perhaps the main reason why we do not 
find Indians so much interested in social work of 
the kind known in other countries, where the mas- 
ses of men and women either live single lives, or 
if married, have comparatively small families. 


In India, differences will remain, friction will 
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remain, just so long as mass education is not 
attempted in earnest, just so long as social evils are 
permitted to flourish, just so long as the spirit of 
tolerance and of give and take is undeveloped. 
These are ideals yet to be achieved, but with 
immediate effort in real earnest there is hope of 
seeing that the future generation will be happy, 
peaceful and harmonious. 


‘THE UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEM AND 
MYSORE 


[® ancient India manual work and education 

were not considered mutually exclusive and 
antagonistic. They were taken as two entities to 
keep pupils physically fit, morally straight and 
mentally awake. A conception of the dignity of 
manual labour and of its compatibility with intellec- 
tual pursuit were kept steadily in view by teachers 
and parents alike. Teachers used their best in- 
fluence to keep the manual work of pupils within 
proper bounds and make it as educative as possible. 
Pupils were expected to do things for themselves 
and not to rely upon others for their necessities of 
life. 


Forest schools or Ashrams were the centres of 
education in those days. When the pupils first 
arrived for admission they came bearing Idads of 
firewood, symbols of their desire to serve the 
teacher, the Guru. This was more than a symbol, 
however, for throughout the course of their study 
they were expected not only to look after their own 
welfare and provide their daily needs but to serve 
the teacher and his family. Manual work was not 
despised or dissociated from education but was a 
part of the school dicipline and training. Literacy 
and industry were so related and co-ordinated that 
they were considered as a reflection of life and as 
an interest-creating element. 
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The aim of education in those days was the 
cultivating of an attitude of obedience, patience, de- 
velopment of the spirit of self-reliance, self-respect, 
the combating of laziness, the cultivation of thrift, 
and self-denial in the inculcation of the ideal of 
service. From the beginning the pupil’s eagerness 
and sincerity in the pursuit of education were tested 
by his faithfulness and persistence in doing ordinary 
and even menial tasks. He might be sent to gather 
fuel in the forest, to bring water from a nearby 
stream, to tend cattle, to look after the garden, to 
glean corn or even to beg food in the neighbouring 
village. 

Thus pupils were encouraged to take up re- 
gular industries and for these services they received 
financial help towards the cost of their food. The 
pupils paid nothing to the Guru for their education 
which was supposed to be free. The attitude of the 
Guru towards his pupils was fatherly and there used 
to be an intimate and parental relationship between 
the teacher and the taught. 


Now India stands at the cross roads. Some of 
her people are heading abruptly away from the 
natural line of their physical, mental, and moral 
development and some are turning with equal 
abruptness back from it in the direction of the past. 
The pursuit of the former has led to the loss of their 
own individuality “to a sterilization of her particular 
genius, a mere mimic of other peoples, a murmur 
without a soul.” Pursuit of the other has only led 
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them away from progress towards stagnation and has 
prevented them from assuming their rightful place 
amongst the progressive nations of the world. Some 
of them are no doubt aware of this catastrophe and 
are regulating their activities and their attitudes 
towards progress. They are taking an active part 
in inspiring their unfortunate brethren towards a 
useful end. But such people are only a microscopic 
minority. 

The curse of unemployment is found not only 
among the educated classes but also among those 
of the illiterate. The struggle for existence to earn 
a living wage is growing daily keener and keener 
yet people have not understood why this 1s so. 


Every parent while educating his sons and 
daughters expects them to be prospective Govern- 
ment servants. The young hopefuls being brought 
up in that atmosphere naturally aspire to become 
high officials of their country. But services are 
limited. On passing out of schools and colleges most 
of them are left adrift on the vast sea of life, 
‘‘sailless and rudderless” and without any sense of 
direction. Many of them, it is well known, when 
they know not what else to do and can continue no 
longer swell the ranks of that unemployed and un- 
employable crowd which is knocking at the door of 
Government for services as there is no other alter- 
native. Unfortunately the number of unemployed 
persons increases in geometrical ratio, and that 
of services in arithmetical ratio. 
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-- Naturally the expectations of parents and young 
men overlap the work in actual practice. The 
result is that the Government and its organisation 
are scrutinised and condemned downright. 


The success of any Government or its organi- 
sation is judged not only by the number of jobs they 
create but also by their efforts in providing a living 
for every person in the country. Thus the Govern- 
ment is the only channel and the only source 
responsible for the improvement of the material 
conditions of the people. After all there are a few 
people in the Government even supposing the Gov- 
ernment is a gold mine where every one has the 
same right to dig its gold. Can a mine afford to 
accommodate all the people to dig its product at a 
time ? The answer will be an emphatic no. It can 
afford to employ only a certain number at a time 
according to the capacity and ability of its workers. 
So is the case with the Government. It 1s beyond 
the power of any Government to be responsible for 
all the people in the country. The disparity bet- 
ween the expectation of the people and actual 
practice has been given expression to through 
several responsible associations on various occasions. 
One has to discover the extent of this divergence, 
the causes that make for it and how far and by 
what means it can be remedied. 

The causes that lead to unemployment are 
social, educational and physical. The first and the 
predominant one is the attitude of people towards 
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frianual labour. The high castes and the educated 
people regard it as degrading or at least that part 
of it in which they are not directly concerned. It 
is this belief which has contributed to the prepon- 
derance of clerks and teachers and has influenced 
the classification of landowners, cultivators, wage 
earners, carpenters, weavers, shoe makers, and so 
on, and has directed the people towards other types 
of work than the one which they considered undig- 
nified. Another persistent belief is that certain 
industries such as keeping of poultry, breeding of 
cattle, dairy farming, tanning leather, fish monger- 
ing, etc., are almost defiling. Closely connected to 
this is the feeling that one should not do one’s own 
simple ordinary repairs which require a little skill. 
So an artisan will be called rather than attempt to 
do the work oneself. The same principle applies 
to servants for various types of work and to the idea 
of securing as much help as possible and the lessen- 
ing of one’s own industry. 


Another impressive characteristic 1s the patient 
resignation with which the people shoulder their 
burdens and carry on the struggles. This is due to 
their religious philosophy which has its weak points. 
It prevents the people from taking part in looking 
for jobs. Along with this is the communal spirit, 
the willingness to pool their fortunes and to work 
co-operatively and to stand or fall together asa 
family, to combine efforts and funds for a common 
end. Thus they have become so accustomed to 
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disease and suffering that they take it all as a matter 
of course. This attitude is augmented by a fata- 
listic philosophy, that if people are to suffer they 
will suffer anyway, which has made them wonder- 
fully unpractical. 


The Muslim belief is that all that occurs is 
God’s will and all things are predestined. This 
attitude of fatalism rules supreme inthe average 
Muslim’s life and often serves not only as an ex- 
pectation of events but as an excuse for lack of 
enterprise. 


So long as these conceptions prevail it is diffi- 
cult to see how the number of unemployed will 
decrease and how the economic status of Indians 
will improve. 


_ The educational system of our country is also 
responsible to a certain extent for the increase of 
the number of unemployed persons. The aim of 
the authorities, as all of us know, in imparting 
English education to the people was to produce a 
certain number of clerks and then it necessitated 
the production of teachers. The professions in 
those days needed no practical initiative. The 
present world is full of activities where mere theory 
does not count for much. Hence the system has 
proved inadequate to supply the needs of the people. 
Once a question was asked why modern education 
is so narrow in its outlook? The answer was 
“Because it is all done within the four walls of a 
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class room.”” Much of the knowledge is “hearsay”’ 
and ‘‘booksay” and much time is wasted in doing 
nothing. The working days of a school year are 
about 193 to 195. 


The long vacations of Dasara, Christmas and 
Summer are times of idling in the name of well- 
deserved rest. The want of “practicalism ” in the 
educational system has psychological and physio- 
logical effects on the activities of the pupils. If 
manual labour is designed to fill up their leisure and 
give them a training in constructive work this wrong 
notion of manual labour being “degrading ”’ will 
gradually disappear from both the pupils’ and 
parents’ minds. Another cause is the preference 
given to outward show at the cost of real merit. 
Our students, 95 per cent. of them, pass exami- 
nations because they are desirous of adding letters 
to their names, which will be a passport for getting 
‘decent and respectable jobs.” Many a young 
man has wasted his energy, time and money in 
waiting for respectable jobs and thus swelled the 
ranks of the unemployed. Western civilization as 
it is indiscriminately imitated in our country is also 
responsible to a certain extent for the excess of the 
unemployable crowd. Machines, cars and other 
conveniences have thrown hundreds of men out of 
jobs and have killed their individuality and the spirit 
of enterprise. 


To come to the particular, z.e., what Mysore 


has done to solve the problem of unemployment, 
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one is entitled to say that she has made wonderful 
strides in the right direction during the past ten 
years. 

One must have patience and a spirit of co- 
operation with the workers to understand the motto 
“Rome was not built ina day.” The (late) Maharaja 
who is truly a great and lovable personality and 
his distinguished Dewan, Sir Mirza Ismail have 
realised the fact that the great need of the country 
is industrial training, partly for the development of 
the country but more urgently for the self-develop- 
ment of the people. They train the people not only 
for the capacity to have a livelihood but also to train 
their capacity for enjoying life. The real wealth of 
a nation consists both in its material development 
and in the true well-being and happiness of its men 
and women. 


To improve the economical conditions of the 
people different types of industries have been 
started. Large amounts of money have been spent 
for industrial purposes and for the management of 
State Industries. The Department of Industries 
and Commerce controls industrial and technical 
education, the development of hand weaving and 
spinning, the Government sugar, soap, lac and 
electric factories, the industrial workshop, the silk 
weaving factory, the Vitoferrin Bitumen plant, and 
the famous Bhadravathi steel and iron works. In 
rural reconstruction also it has forged ahead. A 
number of dams have been built for irrigation 
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purposes and some of the famous ones are the 
Krishnarajsagar, Tippagondanahalli, Morcounhalli 
and Shimshapur. It is a matter of great happiness 
to see the barren villages being converted into 
beautiful towns ina very short time. One finds 
there lovely new model buildings both for the 
officials and coolies. New schools, hospitals, beautiful 
roads, parks and circles have sprung up all over the 
State. The number of people employed to work on 
these industrial and rural enterprises is enormous. 
It has solved to a great extent the problem of un- 
employment among the illiterates of the country. 
Educational efforts in the same direction are as 
follows : 


For a long time Mysore has boasted of its own 
university. There are four big colleges in Arts and 
Science, two for men and two for women. The 
number of high schools both for boys and _ girls 
exceeds that of any other State. Middle schools 
are springing up like mushrooms. The primary 
schools are too numerous to mention. In each 
locality at a distance of two furlongs there are four 
schools ; two for Muslim boys and girls and two for 
Hindu boys and girls. In the city areas the number 
of private and grant-in-aid schools comes to several 
hundreds in the State. Great attention 1s paid to 
languages both classical and modern. Debates and 
essay competitions in high schools and colleges are 
held every year. Deserving candidates are awarded 
medals and trophies. Education right from the 
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primary college stage is almost free in our State. 
The modern educationists thought that the levying 
of fees at least in the high school stage would make 
the pupils pay more attention to their studies. 
Hence very recently the Government began to take 
fees in high schools. Fifty per cent. of the students 
in each class are educated free of cost. There are 
different kinds of scholarships—Government, Com- 
munal, Military and Backward Class. Leaving a 
margin for scholarships and freeships in each class 
of fifty students, only ten pay the full fees which 
are almost nothing if compared to those taken in 
European schools. 


Mohammedan girls enjoy free education and 
conveyance allowance in high schools and colleges. 
In middle and primary schools both teachers and 
the taught are provided with conveyances by the 
Government. The far-sighted ruler and his 
Government have provided every facility for the 
education of their subjects. Industrial and voca- 
tional schools enable the students to take to different 
careers according to their aptitude. Thus the 
problem of the educated class 1s being solved. 


The power of an organised religion is very 
formidable in uniting the people and in leading 
them towards a definite end. It is a polar guide 
that leads a man in the dark. 


The (late) Maharaja and his Dewan are the most 
religious persons in the State. His (late) Highness is 
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called the living saint, ‘Raja Rishi.” He is a wonder- 
ful sign post of religion and never secks to interfere 
in the religion of his subjects but directly and in- 
directly inspires them towards a noble end. One 
will find his Dewan in almost all the sacred places 
of religion: in a church, temple or mosque. His 
noticeable features are simplicity, a true balance of 
head and heart, and strikingly wonderful patience in 
dealing with the affairs of the State. His regard 
for all religions and traditions made him sanction 
lakhs of rupees for the repairs and upkeep of old 
temples. Some of them were in the most deplor- 
able condition when he attained his present post. 
The priests of different temples praise him in very 
generous terms and say that though he does not 
belong to the same community he is very consi- 
derate and liberal.in sanctioning allowances for their 
upkeep. 

Indeed, I can without any hesitation state that 
he is the best administrator Mysore has ever 
produced. 


His (late) Highness and the Dewan are lovers of 
beauty. Their desire for erecting beautiful build- 
ings, parks, and gardens has a definite purpose. 
Some entertain an idea that beauty is only a matter 
of convention and fashion and hence superfluous, 
but surely it is more than that—something beyond 
ourselves, something absolute which we can discern 
if we will. Plato said that to train people to discern 
the power of beauty ‘we require to be trained 
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from our earliest youth to feel pleasure and pain at 
the right things.” ‘True education is just that. 

An indirect attempt is being made to abolish 
the idea of untouchability in building the great 
edifices like town halls, municipal buildings and 
other similar institutions. Around the magnificent 
fountains in the parks the rich, the poor and the 
beggars gather without any distinction. Each enjoys 
the sights according to his taste and intellect. 

These esthetic efforts have done a great service 
to Muslim women who are locked up the whole day 
in semi-prisons. In the night many of them come 
regularly out to these parks, and enjoy themselves. 
It is a matter of great gratification to see the sickly, 
crippled and consumptive Muslim around the 
fountains, happy, cheerful, and active. 


One who has sympathy for humanity will 
be ever grateful to our (late) noble and all-sym- 
pathetic ruler. Thus we see the (late) Maharaja 
and his Government by their untiring zeal and 
works have made the State a fairy-land outstand- 
ing in beauty—“ the garden city of India.” Educa- 
tional, economical and social improvements are 
equally outstanding and quite distinct from those 
of other countries. The praise of the city of 
Mysore is sung not only in India but also abroad. 
Once Lady Astor, M. P. asked me who had made 
Mysore so popular. Every member of Parliament 
mentions the name of Mysore with admiration 
and quotes it as a model. I replied that the (late) 
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Maharaja and his Dewan were the prime and 
moving spirits in her advancement. Similar ques- 
tions were asked of me in Egypt. Switzerland, 
Turkey and Greece. Ina letter dated 28th January 
1938 Madam C. De Posgh, Secretary of the Inter- 
national Women’s Association, Budapest wrote “we 
hope to meet you at the third International Women’s 
Week Congress in July in Budapest. We are 
interested in you because you belong to a very well 
known State.” There is no doubt that Mysore is 
going to live up to her reputation as her improve- 
ment and progress are not superficial and temporary 
but lasting and constructive. 


BEGGARY IN INDIA 


T is an admitted fact that the beggar problem is 
a world problem. It is the common blight or 
curse of every country whether rich or poor, free or 
dependent. There is no country or nation in the 
world which has produced only strong healthy men 
and women. Beggary in India has social, religious 
and spiritual significance. It is sanctioned by 
religion and approved by society. Because it has 
a religious sanction it has been sustained and 
even encouraged from the time humanity came into 
existence. The weak, the old, the imbecile and the 
idle people of each caste were considered a part 
and parcel of strong, wealthy and hard working 
personages. They were morally bound to feed 
them and support them throughout their life. It is 
considered the duty of the rich towards the poor. 


The spiritual aspect of beggary is very inter- 
esting to note. It indicates a person’s spirit of 
self-sacrifice and that of contentment. Those who 
have practised these virtues are supposed to be 
sacred beings. They have to be revered, respect- 
ed and their commands obeyed implicitly. Their 
demands have to be met ungrudgingly. Their 
needs should not be neglected and should be suppli- 
ed as enthusiastically as one’s own. Their wrath is 
to be dreaded as it is in no way less effective than 
that of God. It is also believed that God being 
everywhere presents Himself at the door of the rich 
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in disguise to test the person’s character and his 
love for humanity. 


Such conventions naturally frightened the rich 
out of their wits who set apart a certain portion of 
their wealth for the help of fakirs, priests and 
pujaries. They were supposed not to earn but to 
live on the earnings of others. They command a 
specific share in the way of presents at marriages, 
religious or other ceremonies. Soctal reformers of 
different religions started several associations for 
the purpose of maintaining such parasites. Well- 
to-do people had to contribute liberally towards 
them. The amount thus realized was used in main- 
taining the beggars and their families. Such beliefs 
and facilities increased the number of beggars by 
leaps and bounds. There came many imposters 
with some excuse or other. They prevailed not 
only upon the people but also the State which made 
great provision for their maintenance. They have 
been paid heavily to maintain the honour of their 
creed and to make a show of their knowledge. The 
huge processions of their congregations are very 
common even to-day. 

The idea of supporting beggars was kept 
steadily in view by everyone and no idea of edu- 
cating and of employing them in service to make 
use of their natural faculties was thought of. A 
false belief was prevalent everywhere that only a 
certain section of humanity was fit to be educated 
and certain to work. Schools were opened for such 
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lucky beings and there was no admission to the 
people of other communities. There were no 
separate schools provided for them. Thus their 
bodies were built up at the cost of their brains. 
They are mentally dwarfed and as innocent as 
children. So far as intellectual activities are con- 
cerned, complete ignorance of the condition of the 
world and that of their country has made them 
fatalists. They abhor change and progress and 
have no sense of responsibility. Their life is a life 
of ease and contentment. What is necessary to 
them is the care and attempt to secure at least one 
meal a day. The thought of the next meal is sup- 
posed to eliminate oneself from God’s grace and not 
to have trust in Him. Punctuality and a sense of 
duty are the outcome of discipline, introspection and 
retrospection. In a life of irregularity and irres- 
ponsibility these ideals have no place. 


What has been the result of all these customs ? 
As a sequel to indiscriminate treatment of humanity 
the number of beggars grew rapidly beyond calcu- 
lation. The economic condition of the people on 
account of wars and so many other reasons has not 
been good. The needs of the people grew more 
and more due to modern progress. Hence they 
could not spare enough money to support the 
unwieldy population of the beggars. Poverty gave 
birth to immorality, wickedness and many vices. 
Natural consequences were the spread of infectious 
diseases, heavy death and birth rates, 
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What is the relationship between the micros- 
copic educated classes and the overwhelming 
majority of the poor classes? There is a high 
gap and a big cleavage between them. The ideas 
and principles and the ways of living of the former 
are quite different from those of the latter. They 
abhor and condemn the society of each other as 
they cannot possibly take interest in one another’s 
company. In such circumstances it is too much to 
expect any substantial help from an educated man 
towards his unfortunate fellow beings. A worker 
should feel and think with the members with whom 
he works. He must bring himself to their level of 
understanding and should study their needs and try 
to supply them adequately. Then alone he will be 
able to do some effective work for them. 


The above mentioned circumstances were the 
chief causes for the increase of the overwhelming 
majority of beggars and their miserable conditions. 
So long as the beggar population was controllable 
their conditions were not so repulsive and danger- 
ous. The social and religious reformers had no 
forethought of the consequences, no idea of their 
personal progress. 


To think that beggars are found only in India 
as this is a slave country is to express our ignorance 
of the conditions prevailing in the whole world. 
There are beggars everywhere with varying condi- 
tions. The condition of the Indian beggars may 
be worse but it is due to nothing but the negligence 


92 


of the heartless people of the country. One cannot 
put the whole blame on one particular organisation— 
the government or any such other organisation. It 
is a subject encouraged from time immemorial and 
associated with everyone. Hence it is the duty of 
one and all to put their best efforts and heads 
together to solve the problem. 


Its solution is not so easy as we imagine. One 
needs moral courage, moral character and the spirit 
of self-sacrifice and some systematic and satisfactory 
co-operation of the people with the authority. A 
real spirit of work is indispensable. Formation of 
committees, associations and laws and regulations 
should be thought of. Philanthrophic workers 
should come forward, internationally minded rich 
people should offer financial help. A common 
scheme of the financial education, industrial and 
physical progress of the beggars should be made. 
People responsible for the work should see that it is 
carried out satisfactorily. Mere lip service on the 
pretext of sympathy is not enough and will certainly 
not work wonders. 


IS THE PRESENT DOWRY SYSTEM 
JUSTIFIED ? 


ESTERN civilisation has multiplied human 
needs. Environment is constantly changing 
and so also are the needs. Every new year brings 
new fashions bringing new needs in its fold. Old 
needs seem useless. New ones have to be adopted 
and be satisfied. The standard of life is growing 
higher. Luxuries of life enjoyed by the rich, are 
indiscriminately imitated by the poor at the sacrifice 
of immediate needs. False pride in outward show 
at the cost of real merits and at the expense of 
daily necessities 1s kept steadily in view and 
practised by one and all. Religious festivals have 
to take place, sacred places have to be visited and 
marriages have to be performed in grand fashion. 
Costly jewelry and clothes have to be _ bought, 
grand presents have to be made, huge processions 
of furniture and utensils, and also bridal proces- 
sions have to be arranged, several hundreds of 
people have to be fed for days together. All 
these mean money. There 1s a spirit of rivalry and 
excellence found while performing every detail of 
the above-mentioned items. Women are more vain 
on such occasions than men. 


The theoretical education given to young men 
and the limited number of government appoint- 
ments have increased the number of unemployed. 
They are left adrift not knowing what to do after 
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completing their education. Their immediate needs 
have to be satisfied, self respect prevents them from 
demanding money from parents and others. Social 
customs and a false dignity of status prevent them 
from taking to manual labour or any other profes- 
sion for that matter. Realisation of self and the 
sense of responsibility have opened their eyes. This 
has resulted in making them careful before they 
fall an easy prey to the miseries of the world. 
Those who are brought up in well-to-do families are 
all the more anxious to keep up the same standard 
of life. An opening in life is to be made. They 
must feel themselves in a position to run a family 
independently before they get themselves married. 
But how? Efforts in getting government jobs have 
failed, and even if they were successful in some 
cases the income realised is not enough to manage 
a separate house. These conditions compel them 
to demand a dowry to enable them to facilitate their 
future expenses and to try their luck in matrimonial 
alliances. Is it a sin that they should demand a 
dowry? Does it mean that they don’t possess 
character? Does it mean that they sell themselves 
to money and get themselves married to unsuitable 
girls? Should we condemn them only because they 
do not live in the present ? 


In view of the above circumstances what should 
the parents do? Should they fish for sons-in-law 
who demand less dowry or no dowry? Should they 
try to get their girls married to any person irres- 
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pective of his age, character and qualifications only 
because he does not demand a dowry? If the 
parents instead of wasting money on useless things, 
instead of squandering it on items meant for show 
and fame would spend it on useful things required to 
run a family they will be serving two purposes. 
They will co-operate with the young man in his 
ideals and will try to make the life of the girl 
comfortable and happy. If a man _ holding a good 
position demands a dowry, let them not care for 
him whose God is wealth. 


Parents should not think that the goal of a girl’s 
life is only marriage. This idea makes them hurry 
over the matter. Their agitation in getting a son-in- 
law decreases the value of the girl. When the other 
party comes to know that the parents are anxious 
to get her married it demands a heavy dowry. 
This is the way of the world. Ifa customer knows 
that the shop-keeper is anxious to sell a certain article 
he offers less price. Ifa seller knows the customer 
is anxious to buy it he demands more money than 
he expected to get. The talk of marriage at home 
by every member of the house from childhood 
prevents the mental development of girls and 
accelerates the instinct of sex. The rapid growth 
of sex results in its rapid decay. There is no 
stage of girlhood in the majority of cases in 
Indians due to a jump from childhood to woman- 
hood. Let parents make up their minds to educate 
their girls and make them efficient before they 
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get married. Let them instil a sense of inde- 
pendence, courage, as a sense of dependence on 
some one for one’s food and lodging, when one 
is forced to face the misfortune of the world, is 
most deadly. The indifference of the parents 
towards marriage will not only increase the value of 
the girls but also will put a stop to the dowry 
system. Efficient girls will not only be an asset to 
the regeneration of our nation but also will be 
suitable companions to their educated husbands and 
educated mothers of their children. No girls with 
good education will stoop to silly customs and 
be left helpless in adverse circumstances. No duty 
is greater than making one’s own children inde- 
pendent and making them stand on their own feet 
to face the misfortune of the world. 


THE EFFECT OF EARLY MARRIAGE ON 
INDIANS 


IY) lapel occupies an unportant place in the 

life of Indians. It is a religious duty to marry 
and early marriage is enjoined by the Hindu 
code. It is the only career and the goal of life of 
our girls. People are of opinion that a woman’s 
natural life is that of wife and mother. In certain 
sections of the Hindu community it is considered > 
a disgrace for a girl to reach the age of puberty 
without being betrothed. Parents will go to almost 
any expense and trouble to prevent such a cala- 
mity. Every Hindu father longs for a son who 
can perform the funeral ceremonies at his death. 
Early marriage is indiscriminately imitated by all 
Indians. Even Muslims are not free from this 
crime. They have their own reasons for it con- 
cocted by old grandmothers and mothers-in-law 
which are mechanically hailed by men. In general, 
a sort of unreasonable distrust prevails among the 
families on both sides. Nothing is considered safe 
and settled until the marriage takes place. A strange 
belief prevails everywhere that the first offer should 
never be refused. A unique opportunity of securing 
a suitable young man comes only once in a girl's 
lifetime. 


Suitability of young men is gauged by their 
economical conditions or their position in_ life. 


Often a rich widower of sixty with innumerable 
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children is considered a suitable husband for a girl 
of thirteen or fourteen. One is entitled to say 
that wealth is a passport to get a girl of any age 
in any family. There is no such idea behind the 
marriage ‘that money is not everything’. There are 
other factors in one’s life that are more conducive 
to happiness than wealth. Religious and _ social 
conditions are such that the happiness of women 
does not count for much. She is bound to be happy 
under any circumstances. Manu, the greatest Hindu 
lawgiver, who seems to have been very favourably 
disposed towards the members of his own sex 
has tersely decreed that “she shall serve him (her 
husband) with all her might, obey him in all things, 
spy no defect in his character nor give him any 
cause of disquiet.” Marriage is meant to subserve 
the needs of society and to propagate the nation 
and the maintainance of it 1s in the hands of God as 
“when the goods increased they are increased that 
eat them.” 


Manu’s greatest sense of partiality is evident 
in the rule put forward in connection with the 
question of divorce. He goes to the extent of 
advocating that a wife would not be freed from 
her marital tie even if her husband were to abandon 
or refuse to see her. Laws are made by men and 
they are religiously carried out by them so as not to 
Cause any inconvenience to themselves. Do they 
ever think that their loose morals and other vices 
will create misery at home and make the home life 
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unhappy? Do they imagine that love, which is the 
greatest source of happiness will not last between 
men and women on account of such high handed- 
ness on their part? Do they ever think that women 
also possess the same feelings and instincts as they 
do? The instinct of jealousy in a woman is as 
strong as in a man though the power of its 
repression may differ. It is so strong in a man as to 
reach the pitch of committing murder. The daily 
newspapers bear testimony to this fact where the 
initiative is always by a man. Why is it? Is it 
because woman being bodily weak cannot attempt 
such a drastic punishment towards her man? 
The answer is simply no. When once the feeling | 
of jealousy is created in her she fecls enough spirit 
to do anything beyond her physical strength but 
being a puppet in her husband’s hand submits to 
him slavishly against her will. She is also a great 
advocator of convictions that “a good wife is one 
who is submissive to her husband and shows him 
every consideration and regard.” 


The saddest of women’s handicaps however is 
that of enforced widowhood. This also is_ sanc- 
tioned and upheld by Hindu custom and 1s specially 
prevalent among the high castes. The most deplo- 
rable feature in the high caste Hindu community 
is that the widow is supposed to have been the 
cause of her husband’s death. Possibly because of 
sins in her previous existence. Because of this her 
jewels and pretty clothes are often taken away from 


100 


her. Her head is shaved. She is debarred from 
certain religious ceremonies. She is expected to 
fast to show her penitence. She is sometimes made 
the drudge of the household. Society objects to 
widow marriages even in other communities where 
it is not a religious dictum. Man can easily be 
polygamous whereas a woman cannot marry even 
when she is a widow. There are no such hard and 
fast laws to him as of breaking the marital ties. 
He with all his fancies is the noblest being ever 
born among the creations of God. 


Marriage 1s a great social event in the home 
and country and involves many guests, many gifts, 
extensive feasting, music and dancing. There are 
gifts of money to be made to relatives, to the 
witness and to the one performing the ceremonies. 
The cost of feasting varies from a single meal for 
the guests to two or even more days of entertain- 
ments depending upon the social status and wealth 
of those concerned. The bride’s jewelry and clothes 
must be bought. One half to one third of the 
expense of a wedding is due to the purchase of 
them. These must be very costly for 1f one is not 
lavish in a wedding it is taken to indicate poverty 
and debt. With such a reputation it is difficult to 
secure good husbands for other daughters or 
daughters-in-law for sons. Money must generally 
be paid out to secure a bride. The price paid for 
a bride depends upon the wealth of the bridegroom, 
upon his age and upon his qualification. Hence it 
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_48 a common practice to spend from two years’ to 
three years’ income ona marriage even in a poor 
family. Since the parents of a girlare obliged to un- 
dergo a good deal of difficulties to secure a husband 
and to pay a large dowry to her prospective hus- 
band’s people, girl babies are not so welcome as 
boys. 

Malthus says “If it were the general custom 
to follow the first impulse of nature and marry at 
the age of puberty, virtue in the greatest conceiv- 
able degree would fail in rescuing society from the 
most wretched and desperate state of want.” The 
root cause of India’s poverty could not be better 
expressed for it has been the custom to follow 
the first impulse of nature and—fit or unfit—to 
marry as near the age of puberty as possible. The 
great curse of our country 1s poverty and indebted- 
ness. Itis not confined to any particular group or 
community. In the prosperous sections while the 
necessity for borrowing is not so great the opportu- 
nity is greater and the temptations to extravagance 
are often present. Hence even in the prosperous 
sections money is borrowed for marriages and 
other social ceremonies or properties sold for the 
purpose. 

The disadvantages of early marriages are not 
only economical but also include the undermining 
of the child mother’s health, the birth of weak and 
sickly children, the increasing danger of over 
population, the inadequate opportunity for whole- 
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some food, the limited time for education before 
marriage, and the difficulty of educating a large 
number of children in later years. Another handi- 
cap grows out of the prevailing custom of Muslim 
women being kept secluded. The custom of a 
whole family crowding in small houses with little 
or no ventilation, lack of fresh air and sunlight have 
been the chief causes of high death rates among 
women by tuberculosis, which is called a “bed- 
room” disease. “It runs not in the bones but in 
the blankets.” It spreads in and by dark dirty 
housing conditions. 


The child mortality of our country needs no 
description. It is a well known fact that out of ten 
children born only five survive. Why is this? Are 
not the hospitals and the timely help given by the 
Government and social workers enough to prevent 
the high death rate of infants ? The answer is simple. 
The doctors and nurses cannot possibly take the 
place of a mother. They come often too late. Can 
we expect better results in a country where ninety 
per cent. of our girls are married at the age of eleven 
or twelve and become mothers in their teens? 
They are expected to learn by experiences. Hence 
experiments are made on the first and second born. 
Health of the little ones depends upon the mother’s 
efficient care and upon creating systematic and 
healthy habits in them. When young students 
leave school they are unfit to face the great res- 
ponsibility of motherhood. Mothercraft is an art; 
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it should be taught as any other art. The teaching 
should be as practical as possible with the life sized 
model baby doll but not with living babies. A girl 
before she enters the new life of motherhood must 
be able to make a healthy and happy home and be 
able to face the great responsibility of “training the 
character, inspiring a child with fine ideals, develop- 
ing her mind and laying the sound foundation of 
a healthy body.” 

Early marriage comes in the way of educating 
our girls. There is surprisingly a great drop be- 
tween those who start education in primary schools 
and those who come to high schools. The percentage 
of those who take to a university course is not even 
one per cent. The difficulty of educating.a large 
number of children can be better understood by 
those who undergo this penance. When the question 
of finance comes in, the education of girls is econo- 
mised. Education of girls in backward communities 
is still considered superficial. Parents have not yet 
realised the fact that the education of a girl is more 
important than her marriage. Education means: to 
make her independent and to develop all her facul- 
ties and experience, to enable her later on to shoulder 
the responsibility of the marriage life pleasantly and 
successfully. Whereas early marriage means: to 
make her a slave depending upon somebody’s 
whims and fancies for her happiness in life and 
maintenance. While bringing up our girls the 
attitude of parents is that the world is not a 
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battle field where individual efforts count much but 
a comfortable palace where there is no sunset. 


Little knowledge of a thing is dangerous and 
deep study of a thing is dangerous too. The 
former makes a person optimistic whereas the 
latter makes one pessimistic. Conditions at present 
are not so disappointing. The great thinkers and 
social reformers are doing much to alleviate 
suffering. Lala Rajpat Rai in the course of his 
presidential address at the Hindu Mahasabha, 
Calcutta, said: “I have the greatest admiration for 
the Hindu woman. She stands unique in the world 
in the matter of her selflessness, in her devotion to 
her male relations and in her purity and chastity. 
But the. condition of Hindu women at the present 
moment is far from satisfactory and that is due to 
the arrogance of Hindu men and to their failure of 
duty towards their women.” He added, “TI will 
beg my countrymen to save their girls, to give them 
suitable opportunities for developing healthy bodies 
and psychologically fit minds. Our girls and women 
must be freed from all superstition, which breeds 
carelessness 1n life, indifference to food, distaste for 
struggle, lack of energy, the habit of taking things 
lying down and a psychology of dependence and 
fear.” 

The social reformers have established progres- 
sive societies which make arrangements for the 
remarriage of widows. This is done however in 
defiance of religion and custom and with the pos- 
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sible consequence of social ostracism. They have 
endeavoured hard for many years to raise the age 
of ‘consent’, and to educate the public regarding 
the dangers of early marriages. But still we find 
that hundreds of girls are taken away from schools 
on the pretext of marriage and are married before 
the age of puberty. People migrate from the place 
where legislation against early marriage exists to a 
place where it is not and get their girls married. 
The Sarada Act is not only defeating its purpose 
but also creating a spirit of cheating in the people. 
Mere passing of laws is no good. It should be 
carried out strictly and systematically. Committees 
should be appointed and voluntary workers should 
come forward to prevent the masses from such an 
attempt. At different centres in a country parents 
should be taught the dangers’of early marriages and 
the distribution of leaflets would also help. Commit- 
tees to prevent people from being extravagant in 
marriages would be helpful to mitigate the suffering 
in poorer classes. Punishment of parents against 
the law should include the person who marries a 
young girl of twelve or thirteen. An old man 
should never be allowed to marry a young girl. 
This would help to decrease the number of young 
widows. Experiences have shown that early 
marriages are favoured more in the poor classes 
where the maintenance of a girl seems more ex- 
pensive than her marriage. In cooly classes the 
mother being a working woman tries to get rid of 
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her responsibility of care as early as possible. For 
such people, vocational training for subsequent 
wage-earning like basket making—tailoring—book 
binding—cookery and baking—dress making and 
laundry would improve their financial conditions. 
Useful education and vocational and professional 
training would be helpful to make people understand 
the disadvantages of early marriage. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MOTHER 
TONGUE 


Inaugural address delivered at the Urdu-Persian 
Literary Association of the Maharaja’s College, Mysore, 
under the Chairmanship of M. A. Shustery Esq., Professor 
of Persian at the College. 


fle a person his mother tongue is a “blessing in 

disguise.” It is not merely a time-table subject 
in his education but is forced upon him from all 
sides. It is learnt by both the direct or conscious 
and the indirect or unconscious method. The 
direct method supplements and regulates the know- 
ledge gained by hearing. The mother tongue is an 
indispensable instrument for the development of the 
intellectual, moral and physical aspects of education. 
It is a subject through and by which other subjects 
can be tackled, understood and communicated. 
Clarity of thought and expression is only possible 
when one has a certain command over the mother 
tongue. Weakness in any other subject means 
weakness in that particular subject only, but weak- 
ness in the mother tongue means the paralysis of all 
thought and the power of expression. Deep insight, 
fresh discoveries, appreciation and expansion of 
ideas are only possible when one understands the 
subject through being able to assimilate and be stim- 
ulated by the ideas of the subject. | 


The mother tongue is a factor for unification 
and sympathy. It unites people with a common 
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culture, common traditions and ideals. The common 
bond becomes so strong that any division is almost 
impossible. The sufferings of some members of 
the same community who speak the same language 
make all the rest sad, while the success of some 
elates the whole. This attitude of mind towards 
the members of one’s own community is un- 
conscious. Even the suppression of this feeling in 
the interests of all human beings 1s possible only by 
thinking beings. Unfortunately the number of such 
widely sympathetic human beings 1s all too few. 


The influence of the home on one’s mother 
tongue begins during infancy. The home is the 
place where love and sympathy reign supreme and 
where they are the means of instruction. It is a 
place where freedom of thought and action are 
encouraged, and practised both by direct and. 
indirect methods. Throughout the day instruction 
in speech is given. Indistinct, unconnected utter- 
ances are checked, corrected and transformed into 
clarity of expression. The child’s ability to talk or 
to make statements 1s developed by conversations 
with the parents, thus the child’s natural shyness 
_and the fear of committing mistakes are overcome. 
The natural gift of expression is developed. 

This home influence plays a very important 
part in inculcating and enlarging the ideas of the 
child. These ideas are gathered through pictures, 
photographs, from articles and by all things in the 
child’s home and surroundings. The child’s curio- 


109 


sity compels him to ask questions and gather 
information concerning everything. Enquiries about 
their names and uses follow. This unending stream 
of questions on a multitude of topics and the degree 
of sensible replies or explanations given to him by 
his parents increases his ideas and vocabulary, and 
likewise his thoughts begin to settle and his power 
of listening intelligently and understanding the 
spoken word develops. 


Folk and fairy tales, and the adventures of 
heroes and heroines told by the mothers and grand- 
mothers have an unique value. Related in a homely 
manner their chief ideas are easily understood. 
Such tales not only develop the character of the 
little one, but also improve his own power of 
recounting what is heard. Very often one finds 
little children acting such stories. Religious ins- 
truction given at home is another aid to progress in 
the mother tongue. Women are more religious- 
minded usually than men. They remember the 
words and music of hymns and songs. At a very 
young, age the child learns these by heart and later 
recites them before the members and friends of the 
family. And sometimes the child is bold enough to 
repeat them before strangers. Religious hymns 
and songs make an appeal to his religious instincts, 
which is sometimes expressed in another way 
through the medium of dolls which are made into 
idols. All this early learning lays a good founda- 
tion for the development of the mother tongue. 
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In illiterate families the influence of the mother 
tongue may not be so effective in the improvement 
of the vocabulary, pronunciation and the enlarge- 
ment of ideas, but there is no lack of clear expres- 
sion of some sort. 


When the child enters school he is quite familiar 
with words, expressions and their uses in his daily 
life. Words and ideas do not seem dry and lifeless 
to him, as they are often used in his life. The teacher 
of the mother-tongue is not vague in his expres- 
sion and in the presentation of facts. The homely 
presentation of 1deas with a definite purpose creates 
a spirit of reciprocity in children. There is often 
found a mutual understanding between the children 
and the teacher and an appreciation of the matter 
read is expressed. The instinct of curiosity to know 
about things is satisfied by reading books written in 
one’s mother-tongue. The substance is re-stated in 
the children’s own words and is turned over in their 
minds till they understand its meaning well. The 
strong foundation laid at home and the familiarity 
of the ideas make the student better fitted to cope 
with the difficulties in the school. The school sup- 
plements and regulates the knowledge gained by 
indirect ways. No stage of expression remains 
unrealised and untranslated in the pupil’s life. In 
addition the lectures’ delivered by individual 
speakers, debates held and the writing of essays help 
to clarify the descriptions and explanations of any 
fresh knowledge gathered by them. The minds of 
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children are thus prepared and ready to enter upon 
more advanced stages in their educational career. 


The Urdu and Persian languages, after the 
downfall of the Moghal Empire did not receive due 
importance. They were made second languages in 
the syllabus of the schools and so their position was 
made secondary. Neither were they financially 
supported and hence people neglected them because 
they had no market value. The country now is on 
the threshold of building her educational structure 
on the recognition of the mother-tongue. It is 
considered an indispensable instrument for preserv- 
ing one’s national culture and traditions. The 
feeling of unrest due to the clash between the old 
and new culture is disappearing. The Great War 
opened the eyes of the people and made them 
realise the importance of their own culture in 
building their nation. They agitated and adopted a 
uniform scheme of education. The cry of the day 
is to serve the nation, to develop one’s own power 
of expression and to preserve one’s own culture and 
traditions. The social, political and economical 
conditions of the country also accelerated the 
demand for a democratic form of education asa 
preparation for life. Consequently the mother- 
tongue became the rule for middle and high 
schools and there is an attempt to have the same in 
colleges and in higher educational organizations. 

Literary associations were started all over 
India in high Schools and colleges with a view to 
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encourage students to actively take part in them and 
to create an interest in their mother-tongue. Such 
associations have been serving a two-fold purpose. 
They develop the students’ intellect and character. 
They are also a means for students to do social 
and national service. The members solve many 
a modern problem of life. The Literary Asso- 
ciation of the Maharaja’s College of Mysore is a 
wonderful living example. The activities of this 
Association are too many to describe in detail. 
The very fact of inviting me from Bangalore to 
deliver an inaugural address is a proof of the interest 
taken by its members in their Association. The 
moving spirit behind it is Mr. M. A. Shushtery, Prof. 
of Persian in the College. From the time he joined 
the Mysore Government service, a new life has 
entered into the students of Persian. The learning 
of Persian 1s no more a boring subject. His selfless 
work in the interest of his students and in making 
Persian an important subject in the State has en- 
deared him to all those who know him and who 
have the good fortune of being his students. Now 
people have realized the fact that the flag of the 
Urdu and Persian languages need not be lowered 
before that of other languages. The Muslims of 
Mysore are highly grateful to him and will always 
remember and cherish his memory. It is my 
earnest wish that the high standard of Persian raised 
by him will be maintained even after his retirement 
from State service. 


POLYGAMOUS MARRIAGES 


N the past polygamous marriage was considered 
indispensable and the only solution to solve the 
problem of womanhood. It was meant to protect 
them from the evils of society and human catastrophe, 
to give them shelter and a respectful livelihood. 
When there was no education among them, illiteracy, 
ignorance and superstition had made them puppets 
in the hands of man. They were unfit to stand on 
their own feet and to look after themselves if they 
were left unprotected. They lacked the power of 
judgment and of discrimination. They were 
happy with their lot of being treated as part and 
parcel of man’s property. They had no aim and 
object in life. They existed with a man’s existence. 
If one source of help was snatched away they were 
compelled to look for another. Their sufferings 
became worse when the male population was des- 
troyed during wars and strifes and they were left 
with numberless children to rear and train. Hence 
the solution left for any reformer was to introduce 
plurality of marriage and to group them all under 
some protector who could look after them and save 
them from a life of disgrace and disrespect. 


The present condition of the world is quite dif- 
ferent from that of the past. The world is changing 
rapidly with its constantly changing environment. 
Old customs, old stimuli and old methods of meeting 


them seem useless. People invent and adapt them- 
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selves to new alignments suitable to their surround- 
ings. Old ideas are giving place to new ones. 
Modern education, which embodies the spirit of 
independence has been the chief cause of change and 
progress. It has developed the intellect of society. 
People are in a position to judge, discriminate and 
learn for themselves what is good for them. One 
finds there is a desire for power, knowledge and 
leadership. The contentment which in the past was 
found in being ruled, is seen no more. The spirit 
of slavery is condemned and that of independence 
and freedom is encouraged from childhood. The 
realisation of self and its comparison with the pro- 
gress and achievements of others is the predominant 
factor of the day. People have begun to think 
collectively. A sincere regard for the progress of 
others or for their achievements is kept steadily in 
view by everyone. The thought of the unity and 
the progress of a strong nation is welcomed. Indi- 
viduality is found among them which makes it 
impossible to bear the burden of others. The 
result is a severe fight for one’s individual right and 
equality. Independence, Self-government, or Swaraj 
is the cry of the day. 


If this is the condition of man what about that 
of woman? She is living in the same world as he. 
The rapid changes in him are to be reflected in her. 
The intellectual, physical, social and _ political 
changes have altered him completely and have 
made him a modern gentleman. She being also his 
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prototype is an imitator of her intellectual lord. If 
he thinks that freedom from the autocratic rulers 1s 
good for him she thinks that freedom from an 
autocratic husband with unlimited powers is good 
for her. If he fights for his rights in the political 
and economic fields, she fights for her rights and 
against the injustice shown to her. She studies the 
laws and the codes and criticises the intentions of 
the law-makers. She pleads for justice. So one 
finds the various changes in the life of man have 
effected a change in that of woman. She is no more 
a mere puppet. 


Women by nature are not active. They are the 
great supporters of customs and conventions. But 
one cannot say that all of them are so. There are 
among them some brave and observant beings, 
who saw the sufferings of their sisters and deter- 
mined to revolt against conventions and_ foolish 
customs. They faced the social objections boldly 
and struggled hard against odds and adverse 
circumstances and paved the ground for others. 
Their achievement in hfe and their philanthrophic 
work in the interest of the less fortunate ones has 
been a living example and an impetus to follow their 
footsteps. They believe that education is the only 
thing that will solve the problem of womanhood. 
They believe that a woman with a good and useful 
education will not descend to slavery and foolish 
customs. She will be able to stand on her own feet 
in the adverse circumstances of the world. 
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tion” is the cry heard everywhere. Hence there js 
a burning desire for getting young girls educated. 
No stone 1s left unturned to see girls educated and 
efficient to work and live an independent life, if 
need be. Marriage was the only goal of a girl’s life 
in the early days. Now one finds the goal of her 
life is education. Many unhappy marriages and the 
suffering of young girls have changed the ideas of 
both the parents and the girls about marriage. 
Many girls express their dislike openly and say that 
they will not get married till they are graduated. 
The implicit resignation to fate and complete obedi- 
ence to the parents’ choice are dying out. They 
criticise cruelly and vehemently the indiscriminate 
actions of the parents. They believe they can think, 
act and judge in the same way as men do. The 
living and thrilling example of the women of Turkey 
has been an asset and an incentive tn the progres- 
sive conditions of women of our country. 


Thanks must be given to'the noble help offered 
by the Governments of our land. They have come 
forward to the rescue of womanhood. Separate 
schools have been established for them. Special 
facilities have been provided to them. There are 
aided schools established for the same purpose. 
There are private schools run by the philanthrophic 
workers of the country. There are industrial schools 
open for them. The numerous ladies’ associations 
established for the purpose of upliftment of woman- 
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hood have been doing wonderful work. There are 
different departments open for them in which to 
work. The educational department need _ their 
services for the nursery and the primary stages of 
teaching. Young girls have better prospects and a 
better future. They need not be just one of several 
wives. Polygamous marriage in such = circum- 
stances seem unnecessary. There is no need of 
more population. The country is overcrowded 
already with the lean, sickly, haggard, naked and the 
deformed. In our country the number of women 
is not as great as it is in other countries where mono- 
gamy is the rule. If some women were left un- 
married should monogamy become a law, here they 
can easily take to any service. The social world 
needs the services of women and so also is true of 
the educational world. Artistic and creative activi- 
ties are conducive to subordinate the sex instinct. 
Intellect being more powerful and the dominating 
factor in human instincts, it creates individuality, 
self-respect, and self-regard. A monogamous form 
of marriage will automatically solve the educational, 
social and economical problems of our country. 
Intellectual development has brought a decline in 
the world of polygamy. The notorious harems of 
ancient India are found nowhere. The new ones 
have a very limited number of women. These 
conditions indicate that the world is ready for 
monogamy and the time is ripe for reformers to 
avail themselves of the opportunity. 


EDUCATED GIRLS IN UNCIVILISED 
FAMILIES 


ODERN education is aimed at teaching girls 
not only mere facts and skill but also the 
development of their character and_ personality. 
They are made to study world opinions, ideals and 
to follow the direction in which world affairs are 
moving. Facilities have been provided to develop 
the spirit of independence. They are encouraged to 
take an active part in the political, social and econo- 
mical activities of the country. They have large 
opportunities for creative thought and endeavour, 
which have helped them to develop their experi- 
ences. Experiments have been made by them in 
their daily life. Their mentality is widened, 
_their vision broadened, and their outlook on life 
changed. Superstition, fatalism and the slavery of 
old customs have given place to realism, sensibility 
and usefulness. Their ideas and ideals in growing 
richer and higher have meant constant adjustment 
of their behaviour and the development of their 
physical, mental, social and aesthetic values. Their 
power of judgment and of criticism are mature. 
They have a true sense of different aspects of 
human life. Modern education being “ godless ”’ 
their knowledge and sense of religion is almost 
dying out. Science has taught them to be accurate 
and reasonable. 
What is the condition of the homes they live in 
and those of their mothers-in-law? The majority 
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of the women members of the homes are illiterate, 
ignorant, superstitious, unscrupulous, and selfish 
mischtef-mongers. They are more interested in the 
destruction of someone’s life than in giving assis- 
tance to the building of life. They are elated at 
anyone’s sufferings. In short, one may call them 
she-dragons. (These devilish qualities may differ 
in some as human nature differs.) Education has 
no value to them. Civilisation is scorned by them. 
The old customs and habits are so strictly followed 
and deep rooted that change in them is impossible. 
False religious principles permeate their lives, inter- 
ests, and activities. Their daily activities are inti- 
mately connected with religion. Many ceremonies 
are performed with real devotion and religious feel- 
ings. This strong religious sense and devotion, the 
firm belief in a spiritual world, and the influence of 
ancient traditions, combine to form an atmosphere 
in the home which is of great importance to the 
inmates. Large-religious gatherings which carry out 
the many religious feasts as well as pilgrimages to 
sacred places have a great attraction. They will 
undergo any amount of hardship. They will borrow 
money and sell their property in order to perform 
the so-called ceremonies—social gatherings of ladies 
on some pretext or other, these providing for them 
wonderful opportunities for scandal and sarcastic 
talk. 


House-keeping is less important than food 
and clothing in the uncivilised circles, There is 
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little of the artistic touch about their houses. 
There are usually few windows and doors. These 
are considered as dangerous owing to the possi- 
bility of catching cold and the fear of thieves. 
That person who has the costliest jewels and 
clothes is respected and admired in their group. 
Hence the ambition of such ladies is to collect 
as many jewels and clothes as possible. In sanita- 
tion and hygiene the condition of such a house 
is to be seen in the lack of drainage, in spitting 
in the courtyard and even in the house, the bodily 
waste of children, the indifference to fleas and 
rats. Ignorance of the laws of hygienic living has 
made them an easy prey to infectious diseases. 
The lack of care of the infected patients has resulted 
in untold calamities in the family. They do not be- 
lieve in the infection of disease. This is due to their 
fatalistic philosophy, that, if people are to 6e ill, 
they wzll be ill in any way, that people are fated to 
suffer due to the sins committed in a previous life, 
and so it must all be borne patiently and no attempt 
should be made to escape from it. Modern edu- 
cation teaches the girls quite different ideas and 
ideals about health and house-keeping. The care 
of the house, dress, food and cleanliness is taught 
as an art both by theory and practice. The adorn- 
ment of a house and its excellence is the talk of 
civilised society. Girls are taught the hygienic 
way of living. They read the pamphlets and 
magazines published by the state health department, 
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They know the symptoms of a disease and how to 
prevent it from becoming serious and dangerous. 


The purdah system in uncivilised circles ts 
taken for a mark of social distinction as it neces- 
sarily makes a woman virtuous. But the purdah 
system observed in our country is an artificial one. 
It is just an external force which compels an 
individual to live a secluded life. It by no means, 
has any effect on the human instincts. So long as 
the external influences are present the instincts are 
suppressed but it does not mean that they are 
destroyed or sublimated. The minute the external 
force is relaxed they demand an outlet and have 
their revengeful satisfaction, irrespective of self- 
regard and respect. Virtue 1s an outcome of the 
developed instinct of self-respect. Self-respect is the 
result of sublimation of human emotion into higher 
and nobler motives. Virtue cannot be forced upon 
a person by external measures. It is an acquired 
object and it is acquired in one’s daily life in contact 
with others. Hence the purdah system observed 
by uncivilised women has not at all made them all 
virtuous. This artificial purdah is neither possible 
nor supported by modern girls. Modern education 
aims at the real purdah, the development of charac- 
ter, personality and the discipline of one’s emotions 
and instincts. One can imagine the sad plight of 
modern girls in the family that observes artificial 
purdah strictly and indiscriminately to the ruination 
of one’s health, education and personality. 
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The general position and influence of women 
in the home is not simple or easy to describe. 
Motherhood is greatly venerated. The mother ina 
home is supreme and her word is a law which has 
no alternative. It must be obeyed by others at any 
cost. In spite of her illiteracy and ignorance she 
exerts a dominating influence in the home not only 
over her daughters and daughters-in-law but also 
over her educated sons who look back upon her with 
gratitude for her cultural influence. She is a religi- 
ous preceptor and a teacher of ancient culture and 
tradition. Her love for the members of the family 
is often blind and indiscriminate. Her autocratic 
powers over the members of the family have made 
them mere puppets in her hands. Their progress 
and happiness in life have to depend upon her 
authoritative command and her own method of 
dominating control which are antagonistic to the 
modern age and to the sentiments of modern 
people. The word freedom has no meaning to 
her. Itis beyond her power of understanding that 
human nature demands freedom and that freedom 
has no meaning to her. It is beyond her power of 
understanding that human nature demands freedom 
and that freedom of expression and action lead to 
one’s progress. Each family has its own peculiar 
habits regarding cleanliness, adornment, method of 
living, of eating, social customs, and taboos. She 
is there to see that the members follow them 
faithfully, mechanically and exactly in the same way 
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aS her grand-mother and great-grandmother had 
performed them. Any change in them means a 
loss of dignity to the family. 


Our modern age differs from the past in every 
respect and in every aspect of human life. The 
cry of the day is for the appreciation of humanity 
as a family and the emancipation of womanhood. 
Recognition of the worth of each woman in a family 
and her ability to put herself in man’s position, both 
intellectually and physically, has been the aim of all 
social reformers. The idea of marriage as a 
religious duty is gradually dying away. The wife 
in the modern world is accepted as a companion 
and a participant in every aspect of her husband’s 
life. Sheis expected to help him in his intellec- 
tual, political, social and economical activities. She 
is the maker of a sweet home for him and also an 
educator of his children—but not an economic 
necessity toreplace a servant. Educated ladies all 
over India have started many well-organised asso- 
ciations to create goodwill and co-operation among 
the members of their sex. They have tried to pre- 
vent the contemptuous attitude of superiority and 
inferiority which is supposed to be the mark of 
social distinction. There is the realisation of self in 
contact and interaction with other selves. Modern 
education has made girls revolt against old customs 
which are barriers to their progress. Naturally their 
intellectual, social and moral contact with the un- 
civilised and illiterate women at home causes friction 
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and misunderstanding. An educated member in an 
uneducated family is an obstacle to the happiness of 
the rest. She should either change her habits and 
ideas and adjust herself to the surroundings or make 
her life miserable. Habits formed from childhood 
become second nature and are unchangeable so 
these give more causes for friction and bitterness. 


Educated mothers and girls too should not be 
led away by sentimentalism, glamour and_ the 
enviable position of men in life. They should think 
of the cruel, illiterate and ignorant women of the 
house with whom the girl has to live. The happi- 
ness of the girlis more important than her being 
called the member of a rich and well known family. 
Wealth and fame are not conducive to happiness. 
It is the ideas, ideals, the temperaments and the 
outlook on life which are the sources of comfort. and 
happiness. The joint family system which was a 
blessing in the dark ages, when all the members 
were sailing in the same boat, has now become a 
curse. The microscopically educated minority in 
the hands of the overwhelming illiterate majority 
are either tortured or are doomed to ruin. - 


H. H. THE MAHARAJA OF MYSORE* 


H's Highness, the most benevolent, truly a great 

lovable personality loves the land he rules 
and lives for it. He loves liberty, equality and co- 
operation. His every word, thought and deed 
expresses this feeling. His clear and deep thinking 
and his impartial treatment of his subjects have 
been the chief cause of the progress and prosperity 
of the country. His treatment of women is quite 
modern. He gives them equal liberty and educa- 
tion with men. 


Freedom of humanity is the watchword of his 
rule. Attempts have been made to give freedom 
to people in all aspects of life—educational, social 
and political, The spirit of independence is in- 
culcated and instilled from the school-going age. 
In almost all the schools and colleges attempts have 
been made to give the true and right sort of educa- 
tion by developing the faculties of mind. Physical 
development is attempted by the help of sports, 
games, physical culture, swimming and riding, etc. 
In addition various means and methods are sought 
for and are used to achieve this end. Students are 
sent to the most advanced countries of the world 
where the spirit of independence reigns supreme. 
Students reading in high schools and colleges are 
encouraged to run various associations, unions 
and societies. The senior students are made 











*His Highness died while this book was at the press. 
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responsible for their satisfactory work. There are 
dramatic and literary associations and debating 
societies coupled with as many societies as there are 
subjects. The students invite eloquent speakers 
and well known men of letters and arrange for their 
lectures and entertainments. They are free to hold 
discussions on the most controversial subjects of the 
day. Such activities are encouraged not only by 
the teachers and professors but also by others who 
are independently minded and know the intentions 
of their ruler. This complete freedom of expression 
and action has fostered their individuality, has given 
them an idea of self and of their ability. It has 
also helped to build their personality and morality. 
This 1s the true and the only education according 
to nature. 


The treatment of teachers in the State also 
needs mention. In addition to training colleges and 
schools much more has been attempted to increase 
their efficiency and individuality. Different voca- 
tional and physical courses and classes are arranged 
during holidays and teachers are forced to attend 
them. These help to rekindle their enthusiasm 
and to develop their spirit of adventure. Teachers 
cannot indefinitely be giving of their best without 
replenishing their own stores. No teacher can, in his 
or her own grade be too highly gifted or too highly 
trained. The teacher is the lever so his ability inevit- 
ably raises the spirit of the young ones entrusted 
to his charge. A panel of men and women who are 


127 


recognised authorities on their own subjects are 
engaged to deliver lectures upon educational, re- 
ligious, and social topics in schools and colleges. 
These lectures have the important social effect of 
counteracting wrong influences and are conducive 
to harmony. 


One of the chief objectives of His Highness is 
to raise the quality and the level of culture among 
his subjects and especially among the masses. The 
demand for freedom is an outcome of a developed 
culture and self-realisation. With this aim in view 
he encourages everyone of every community by 
providing them with opportunities to be educated. 
Different kinds of vocational and night schools have 
been established for all. Much attention has 
been paid both to their extention’ and quality. 
Things that are really important to them are taught. 
To make their education real and useful, various 
measures are used and educational appliances have 
been provided. 


His subjects have been given freedom of 
association, movement and expression. They may 
go wherever they like and settle down. They 
are not prevented from travelling to any place to 
earn their living. No sort of restriction is placed 
on the free movement and action even of strangers. 
The people have been given the right of association 
and the right to form social, religious or political 
societies in which they think, consult and discuss 
together about matters of common interest. They 
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have the power of expressing their opinion in their 
meetings. The freedom of press and platform have 
been powerful organs for educating the public. 
Thus the policy and action of the Government have 
been based toa great extent on public opinion. 
The only restriction put is that they should not 
abuse their powers by defaming other persons or 
bringing the Government into contempt. Honest 
criticism and suggestions are welcomed so _ that 
any existing wrongs may be remedied. These 
meetings and speeches and consequent actions 
have resulted not only in the benefit of the 
people but also in the improvement of the Govern- 
ment itself. These have been the basis of the 
demand for responsible Government. These asso- 
ciations are not declared unlawful except for very 
strong and necessary reasons. 

His Highness 1s the sign-post of religion but 
he has great religious tolerance. He has as much 
respect for another’s faith as he has for his own. 
People are quite free to worship as they like and to 
entertain any religious belicf. He never compels 
them to follow any particular religion or to believe 
in a certain doctrine. Moral and religious instruc- 
tion, form the essential part of a pupil’s cducation 
in all schools. High ideals and deeper feelings 
are instilled in them from a very early stage of 
education. His tolerence of religious principles 
has helped people to co-operate and work together 
in all cultural and useful affairs of the State. It has 
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also helped to nip in the bud the great curse of 
communal feelings. Maintenance of peaceful en- 
vironment has been the chief cause of the rapid 
progress of the country. 


His Highness patronises the Scout movement. 
It creates opportunities for the full development of 
the spirit of adventure and independence. It helps 
to develop a sound mind in a sound body. It helps 
to cultivate the habits of observation, right thinking 
and correct judgment. It encourages youth to learn 
by doing. It helps to make them useful, purposeful, 
patriotic young citizens of the country. It gives them 
freedom of thought, expression and action in the 
service of others. Even the rural uplift scheme of 
our State aims at starting Cub Packs and Scout 
Troops in the villages for the benefit of the masses. 


One is entitled to say that the attitude of the 
ruler towards the Harijans is very partial (it ought 
to be for a time). He takes special interest in their 
educational, social and political progress. Special 
schools have been established for them in addition 
to freedom given for admission in all other schools 
and colleges. Special opportunities have been pro- 
vided for their education with particular attention to 
their needs and circumstances. Scholarships, free- 
ships, exemption from examination fees, are gene- 
rously sanctioned. Free distribution of clothes, 
slates and books is made both in special and general 
schools for them. They enjoy the freedom of special 


hostels with free boarding and lodging. 
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In order to improve their financial condition, 
special concessions, by way of free Jands, loans 
without interest, free grants of ttmber and bamboos 
for building sanitary houses and also agricultural 
implements have been sanctioned and_ provided 
generously. Arrangements have been made to teach 
them thrift and to develop the spirit of co-operation 
among them. A large number of co-operative 
societies have been established for the Harijans. 

They are allowed representation in all the great 
constitutional bodies of the State. Special repre- 
sentation through nomination in political associations 
is made. In Government services qualified candi- 
dates of this class are given preference to those of 
other communities. All public places are opened 
to them without distinction of caste, creed or colour. 
To instill into them courage, hope and self-reliance 
special measures have been sought for and tried. 
Thus the idea of inequality in constitutions of society 
and that of untouchability are dying out of our 
country. What Mahatma Gandhi has been doing 
for Harijans 1s not a matter of great wonder to us 
when we think of what our noble ruler has been 
doing for them in the whole State. 

Attempts have been made with great success 
to relieve the masses from financial worries. Indus- 
trial training partly for the development of the 
country and more properly for individual develop- 
ment is given. They are trained not only for the pur- 
pose of giving them a livelihood but also for a fuller 
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life. Measures for this purpose are too many to 
mention. Different factories, mills and mines are 
at work. Many dams are built and are under 
construction. Many experiments such as the curing 
of tobacco, making of electric light bulbs, glass, paper 
mills and so on are also in hand and promise to be 
successful. Thousands of people are employed and 
food is supplied to the poor villagers of the State. 


The construction of the beautiful public build- 
ings, broad roads, avenues, small parks, circles, 
squares, fountains, flood-lights and gardens in 
Mysore is for a definite purpose—to beautify the city 
and thereby to create a beautiful environment and 
unite all without distinction of caste or creed. This 
again is an outcome of his idea of giving liberty to 
his subjects. These fine places have educational, | 
social, physical and esthetic values. Thousands of | 
people meet there daily and exchange ideas and ~ 
ideals. 


The most striking proof of his love for liberty 
is in the constitution and in the organisation of his 
Government. He appoints different committees on 
constitutional reforms to examine in detail the 
working of the Government and also commit- 
tees for finance, medicine, public health, and a 
special committee to advise the Government on 
constitutional and political questions. All these 
committees have administrative powers in _ their 
own spheres. The proposals and suggestions put 
forward by them are put into practice. Though he 
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is the executive head of the Government the real 
administration is in the hands of the Executive 
Council. He remains supreme nominally and has 
given as large a share of administration to his people 
as possible. The policy of the Government is ex- 
tended with the increasing consciousness of his 
subjects. 


The Legislative Council associates the non- 
official gentlemen with the affairs of the Government. 
It is granted a constitutional status. It has powers 
to make laws and to regulate them. The franchise 
was extended to increase their number. Members 
discuss the budget move, cut motion, and vote 
upon the demands for grants. They have an 
effective voice in deciding the financial policy of the 
Government. They can also move resolutions on 
matters of general and public interest. 


The Representative Assembly has the privilege 
of placing before the Government the wants, wishes 
and grievances of the people and the power to set 
them right. It expresses public opinion in matters 
of legislation, taxation, finance, and administration. 
It deals with all legislative matters before they are 
put before the Legislative Council. Members 
discuss the principles and policy of the proposed 
subjects and express their opinion. No taxation 
can be levied before their opinion is ascertained. It 
has also power to move resolutions on the budget 
on its principles and also on matters of public 
importance. It criticises Government measures. 
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Institutions of Local Self-government have been 
established in almost every village of the State. 
Members have the right to elect their president and 
have an elected majority. The interference of the 
Government in their affairs 1s very little. There are 
different kinds of Boards with powers to control 
their own finances and manage their own local 
matters. They are given the power to discuss and 
pass resolutions on many local subjects and submit 
the same directly to the Government. All important 
duties concerning the welfare of the people are 
entrusted to them. Local Self-government is gain- 
ing great importance in extent and efficiency on 
account of the responsible part and position it holds 
and plays in the service of the people of the various 
places. 


It is an established fact that His Highness has 
unceasingly devoted long years of his rule and has 
never spared himself from the strenuous task of 
taking an interest in affairs that concern the progress 
and prosperity of his country and his people. He 
has endowed India, particularly Mysore, with a rich 
heritage of profound wisdom. The following 
quotation from one of his speeches 1s a little example 
of his goodness. ‘My faith in the power and 
willingness of my people to render patriotic service 
is firmly rooted in experience and you may rely on 
my abiding sympathy with your aspirations. If 
every act of yours is guided by commonsense, good- 
will and the useful study of facts and of experience, 
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if your new powers are used only for the promotion 
of the common good, you cannot fail to rise in 
power and influence. You will help to build up the 
prosperity and reputation of our State and will 
become custodians with me of its permanent 
interest.” 


No nobler message could be given to his 
subjects by a ruler. 


A TRIBUTE TO “THE DECCAN TIMES” 


T is a matter of great honour and pleasure to us 
Muslims, that the Deccan Times has _ passed 
successfully the most precarious period of its life— 
infancy. Infant mortality in our country due to lack 
of care and nourishment has produced great 
havoc. Many parents have been left childless and 
their cfforts in saving the life of innocent beings 
have failed. The parents of the Deccan Times are 
experienced and their attempts in bringing up the 
child have been admirable. They have built up 
the mind and the body of the child systematically. 
He is strong enough in his childhood to travel all 
over India and to many other countries abroad. His 
mind, in the hands of his well-educated parents has 
been psychologically developed. Different faculties 
of his mind have reached the stage of maturity. He 
is able to think, judge and criticise. 


Now he is entering the age of boyhood which 
is the most active period of life. Mental and physi- 
cal activities of this age have to pave the ground for 
those of his future life and career. He, being well- 
brought up from his childhood, shows very promising 
signs of his brilliant success in the way of serving 
Muslims in particular and Indians in general. 
Hence one is entitled to say that the young boy 
stands before his parents, the Muslims, healthy, 
happy and helpful and full of hopes and aspirations 
to be known in the whole world, and to reach 
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the house of every Muslim whether rich or 
poor, with the motives of uniting them all for the 
common good, to restore Muslim women to the 
rightful position given to them in Islam, to spread 
the real Islamic principles in the darkest houses 
and to enlighten Muslims by examples to fight for 
their causes and rights. Now it is the duty of the 
parents to understand his ideals and ambitions, to 
encourage him, and support him in his achievements. 
They will well deserve the appreciation and admir- 
ation of the world if they try to make him a guiding 
star for those in quest of truth, knowledge and 
beauty; with a view to unite, to create good-will 
and bring peace in the name of those ideals and 
virtues for which the Prophet lived and died. 


A paper in the modern age is a formidable 
weapon in the hands of a nation. It enables the 
people to express their convictions, grievances and 
rights with sufficient strength. Itis capable of many 
possibilities, 1s ready to arm and help and 1s good for 
offence and defence. It speaks of the concepts of 
the whole living Muslim community taken as a 
synthesis. So it is a unifying organ. India being in 
the formative stage of her political, intellectual, 
social and administrative development, the pro- 
gress and prosperity of such an instructive and 
informative organ in the interest of the nation is 
indispensable. 

It is a pity that people.in general have not 
realised the great value of knowledge—“ a fragment 
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of knowledge is worth more than a hundred pray- 
ers.” It is as essential to human life as is water 
and air. Why don’t people believe in buying 
knowledge as they do in the purchase of other 
commodities of life ? 


If only parents would make their children buy 
useful things such as papers in their own name they 
would be doing a double service to them. The 
children would be proud of the paper because they 
pay for it and they would be compelled to read and 
gather information. This would naturally develop a 
spirit of sympathy and help towards their brethren. 
It is to be hoped that the journal will do a better 
service by becoming a daily paper. 


This is my sincere message to the Deccan 
Times. 


GROUP PSYCHOLOGY AND INDIA 


MIAN by nature is a lover of liberty, leadership, 

power and domination. He wants a field to 
display all these impulses. There expression 
gives satisfaction and happiness. There is nothing 
more pleasing to a man than to see the fruits of his 
labour. A repeated display of these impulses from 
childhood makes him crave for their fuller expres- 
sion to secure if possible, an important place‘ in 
home, society and the government of his country 
and if luck have it, attain international fame. He is 
anxious to see that his value is recognised and his 
personality respected everywhere. He bends his 
will to achieve his object. He attempts to enter 
into the affairs of his country and to share the fruit 
of co-operative efforts both in satisfying his own 
needs and in nearing his object on the plea of social 
service. He enriches his life by making use of all 
natural resources—social, cultural and material. 
He delights in holding a place of responsibility in 
public affairs and in guiding his fellow-men. Material 
concern is not very great in matters like this. Man 
is held up at every stage and in every step of his 
attempt, by counteracting influences. These put 
hindrances and obstacles in his progress. He 
finds himself in a fix and does not know how to act. 
He begins to criticise and find fault with antagonistic 
opposition and with sanctioned authority. He 
craves for liberty, equality and justice. This atti- 
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tude of mind does not take him far in the attainment 
of his ideal. He gives up his strivings in despair. 

Humanity is divided into different types. 
There are different people suited to different pur- 
poses. There are some in whom the instincts of 
food-secking, combat, self-pity, self-assertion and a 
good power of expression are stronger than other 
instincts. Such personages occupy the position of 
leaders, reformers and outstanding demigorgons. 
They are imbibed with the principles of collective 
psychology. They successfully dominate _ their 
fellow-men. They know the art of suggestion and 
express their ideas emotionally, inspire enthusiasm 
for them, exalt their feelings and infuse their ideals in 
those who admire leaders and imitate them in every 
walk of life. 


The food-seeking instinct is very strong in 
every human being. It clamours for immediate 
satisfaction, being the first requirement of self- 
preservation. It becomes keener and keener in 
man when he completes his educational career or 
passes the age of dependency and feels in a position 
to stand on his own feet. He strives to get an open- 
ing but is disheartened when he does not find one or 
if social status and other considerations prevent him 
from availing of the offer. Failure in his attempts 
does not kill his spirit ; on the other hand, the instinct 
of combat in him is energised. He approaches the 
source from which he wanted to get his food. He 
examines its organisation and its working. He 
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obtains a complete knowledge of its varying 
aspects and phases and finds that he has no chance 
of securing a place there. He then starts attacks 
directly and indirectly and begins antagonistic 
propaganda against it. The failure of the instinct 
of combat gives birth to that of self-pity. He 
summons help from others on the pretext of in- 
justice, capitalism, corruption being rampant in the 
government and in other bodies. His anger gives 
him strength and knowledge to express his ideas 
with feeling and emotion. He expresses them 
in a way to justify his action and attitude towards 
the authority so that his listeners take it all as 
Gospel truth. His spirit is reinforced and _ his 
curiosity makes him interested in the objects 
outside his goal. He takes part in other activities 
to know how things work and stand. He picks up 
information regarding his object, adds something to 
it, subtracts something from it, and puts his own 
made-up concoction before his fellow-men. 


A person with a developed impulse of self- 
assertion assumes the role of a leader. The instinct 
is stimulated into activity by the presence of inferior 
fellow-beings. It encourages the possesser to 
display a mental or physical superiority in some 
direction or other to his audience. This expression 
is followed by the joy of mastery. Thus he feels 
contented to plod along asserting his powers again 
and again. He knows the art of suggestion as a 
potent factor both for weal and woe. His tactful 
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suggestion creates a hypnotizing effect on the minds 
of his listeners. Evil-minded people are the incarn- 
ation of the power of suggestion. They achieve 
their object with the least exertion by bringing in 
petty reasons, lame excuses, and unconvincing ideas 
to justify their action and attitude against the object 
of their hatred. 

The inhabitants of any country can be classified 
into three groups—the crowd, the club, and the 
community. 





The crowd—the illiterate—an ignorant majority 
forms an organism in which there is not much 1n- 
dividual thought and feeling, but a collective thought 
and feeling. Action is the characteristic of this 
group. It forms a dense gathering, very punctual 
in obeying mechanically fixed rules and principles 
and especially religious codes. <A particular date, 
time and manner has to be specified for these and 
they have to be done though the heavens fall. For 
instance, going to a church, a temple, a mosque has 
to be done without fail. No obstacle, however, 
great and unsurmountable, will prevent them from 
doing it. Any slackening in its working will upset 
them beyond measure. When such a gathering 
passes one will find that every one of them is bent 
upon his own task and cares very little for the group 
of which he is a member. But, if something 
happens on the way their normal condition 1s disturb- 
ed and the eyes and attention of all is directed 
to the occurrence. A common interest co-operates 
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them all and excites them equally. Very often ati 
emotional cry and action follows. Their mental 
life knows no change, but they feel, act and think 
together. In the normal condition the thinking, 
acting and feeling of each individual may differ and 
it may be of a higher level, but the mental life of 
the group is of a much lower level than its individual 
modes. The political and religious processions are 
the typical expressions of their mental life. In the 
group life the individuality of a person is cramped 
and is subservient to the needs of the whole. 


The gregarious instinct is very strong in the 
crowd. Its manifestation welds them all into 
passive and submissive beings. They possess a 
strong sense of imitation. When they see others © 
acting they copy instinctively. One _ instinctive 
action is followed by another. Their minds, 
not being disciplined, have never learnt to think. 
Hence they take for granted all that 1s put before 
them. The ideas put forward by others are accepted 
unwittingly. This often leads them to commit 
blunders. They have no sentiments or memories 
and even their consciousness 1s strictly limited. 
Their modes can be compared to the perceptual 
level of mental development which follows the 
impulse of the moment. They implicitly obey the 
dictates of their leader in spite of difficulties. The 
perception of instinctive behaviour in him unlocks 
their instincts. The real mob panic and mob anger 
is due to the leader’s emotional enthusiasm. 
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The club group contains a slightly more advanc- 
ed type of the population. One is entitled to bring 
the half-educated or half-intellectual section into 
this category. Its members have a sort of common 
sentiment or an ideal which unites them into a 
collective organism. When they are together a 
new force or activity is at work and their collective 
support brings it into action. The common ideal 
unifies them all because they possess the power of 
sharing the feelings of others. They are capable of 
seeing the view-point of others and of upholding it. 
They also are imitative but it is not mechanical or 
instinctive. They imitate the customs, traditions, 
arts and civilisation of their elders and others in 
every aspect of their life. Their imitation has not 
cramped their individuality greatly. The idea of 
change and progress is there but not being syste- 
matically directed, they often go astray and imitate 
things indiscriminately. Things that are beyond 
their power of maintenance attract their minds and 
this imitation causes misery and dissatisfaction. 
The following quotation gives a clear idea of the 
life and the ideal of this group. “The most original 
minds discover themselves only in playing the 
sedulous ape to others who have gone before them 
along the same path of assertion.’ 


The community is the third group and is the 
smallest. (It 1s not quite correct to speak of a 
Muslim or a Hindu community as the members of it 
do not possess all the qualities a community needs.) 
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The community is held together by a comprehen- 
sive common purpose. There is a difference in each 
member. No two persons hold exactly the same 
opinions on all matters. The members not only 
share the feelings of others but also their thoughts. 
They appreciate the thoughts of writers and are ab- 
sorbed in reading. They delight in the thoughts of 
their favourite writers because they find an analogy 
between their own thoughts and those of the writers. 


The purpose put forward by them is a compre- 
hensive one. It is often the result of deliberate 
consideration in the interest of the community, or 
of the people for whom they work. Each member 
regards the community in its different settings and 
accepts and takes it as his own aim in life and uses 
it as a field for his activities. Being strong and 
effective, it not only gathers them all together but 
focuses the whole life of its members. The 
community also enables them to achieve complete 
self-realization and a relationship between self 
and others. Imitation with this group is neither 
mechanical nor imitative but is rather a means to 
original self-expression. Nothing is completely 
imitated by them. An object of imitation is 
analysed and after seeing its pros and cons it may 
be adopted. 


The innate capacity to think, judge and act is 
the chief cause of their success. They possess a 
highly developed intellect and their organisations 
are run systematically with a purpose. The various 
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associations established both by men and women, 
are the symbols of their intellect. In the mind 
of each member there is an idea of its nature, 
composition, function and of the individual’s rela- 
tionship with the whole. The interaction between 
the members of one association with others of 
different ideas and ideals leads not only to co- 
operation but also facilitates the working out of 
their ideals. The united co-operative spirit creates 
a sincere idea of social service. A love of mankind 
burns in the hearts of the many. 


The instincts of self-assertion in leaders and of 
submission in the led find an outlet, a field of activity, 
in the word democracy. The life of an average being 
without such an avenue of expression would be dull 
and uninteresting. The word democracy also pro- 
mises a solution of the social and economic problems 
of the country. It means (according to them) to 
change the form of government and the philosophy 
of life. The next quotation expresses their motive in 
demanding democracy. ‘One of the great objects 
of civilisation is to suppress force and to exact the 
rule of reason. Therefore as men come under the 
influence of democratic ideals and spirit they find 
a larger individual and community liberty and 
fewer forcible restrictions are put upon their life, 
while the individual is led out into a large life, which 
is the life of the mind, of the soul, and of the spirit, 
which the trained and healthy body is educated as 


the instrument to serve.’ Such ideals work 
10 
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wonders on the masses. They are encouraged to 
participate in all the essential needs of life. They 
demand a right to control the means by which their 
necessities are satisfied and further social status can 
be raised because “democracy is the government 
of all, by all, for all, under the leadership of the 
wisest and the best.’’ Hence the law of the country 
which is meant for the safeguarding of life, liberty 
and social welfare is violated. The freedom of the 
press, the platform and other agencies meant for 
educating public opinion is criticised and con- 
demned. Authority is questioned and challenged 
and discontent against sanctioned beliefs, theories, 
customs and laws is shown. Often attacks are made 
without the least consideration for the old principles 
and customs. The ‘divine right of kings’ and 
implicit submission to such authority which is an 
approved custom from time immemorial and which 
was sanctioned by the people themselves cannot 
be transferred or shattered at once. Love of power 
is aspired to by human nature and every human 
being wants to have it. It ought to be worshipped 
by the man who enjoys it as a birthright. The 
transfer of one’s own power to others is not an 
ordinary thing but is an expedient which entails 
great sacrifice and selflessness. One can learna 
lesson from the present war, how the sacrifice of 
everything else is subordinated to that one object. 
Capitalism, the ill distribution of wealth, and regard 
for social status ina country have been the work of 
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many centuries, carried out by those in authority or 
position. Counteraction will also take several cen- 
turies to change and crush this growth. 


The democracy contemplated by the people ts 
an ideal yet to be achieved. It requires the basic 
education of the majority of our people. We need 
a good number of ideal men and women who will 
be able to take part in the political, social, religious 
and educational activities of the country. Their 
character must be developed to enable them to do 
their duty justly and efficiently. They should be 
able to suppress the social dogmas, and affect a 
revolution in traditions and customs. They should 
be more generous in understanding the values, 
interests, and ambitions of others. The goal of life 
of the people should be the growth and develop- 
ment of every man and woman and not the valuation 
of his products. Let everyone be a leader himself 
instead of depending upon others to lead him. Then 
alone a man will be free to achieve freedom from 
his own worst self, from ignorance, prejudice and 
selfishness. Mere absence of restraint is not free- 
dom. Everyone needs the wilful and purposeful 
social identification of his or her own self. 


- IMPRESSIONS. OF A VISIT TO EUROPE 


Cee like England, Switzerland, Turkey 

and Egypt have realised the fact that any 
progress, if it is to be real and effective, has to 
be through womanhood. The destiny of a nation 
to a great extent lies in the hands of its women. 
No race, society or nation can be brave, noble, and 
true unless women make them so. This fact has 
made the peoples of those countries impart sound 
education to women as well as raise their status. 
Hence every possible facility and opportunity have 
been provided for the purpose. The social, spiri- 
tual, moral, intellectual and physical aspects of 
life have been paid attention to adequately. This 
kind of treatment has undoubtedly resulted in 
the development of their personality and character. 
It is apparently fallacious to say that Western 
modern civilization and freedom of women have 
resulted in demoralising women. The women 
of other countries, brought up under different 
circumstances would not show the right use of such 
liberty and social progress of women. Excepting a 
few details, this can undoubtedly be copied as a 
model of our future civilization. 


The homes, schools, societies and the churches 
in England especially pay more attention to the 
development of one’s character than intellect, as 
character develops before intellect begins. No 
wonder then the average English person is so noble, 
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honest and straightforward. The English people in 
general and the police in particular are ever ready 
to render services or help to those in need and 
especially to foreigners. Their sympathetic under- 
standing, gentleness of manner, systematic discipline 
and firm moral character are very impressive. 


It is impossible to enumerate the names of all 
my friends and their kindnesses towards me during 
my stay there. But I shall just mention a few 
names of important personages whose loving treat- 
ment and sincerity of friendship will be ever re- 
membered gratefully. These are Viscountess Astor, 
Lady Baden Powell, Dame Katherine Furse, and 
Miss G. M. Hall. Just to mention an instance of the 
bewitching manners of these ladies, one day at a 
private dinner with Miss Rathbone, the M.P., I 
stayed till late in the night busily talking with her. 
‘The subject of conversation, India and Mysore in 
particular, being of absorbing interest, the passage 
of time was not noticed. It was gratifying to hear 
her speaking in glowing terms of the efficiency of 
the administration of Mysore and adding that if 
other States were as good, Indian affairs would not 
worry them. When she asked how this State is so 
much better and different from others, I had to say 
that it was due to the enlightened Maharaja and his 
Prime Minister. 

I only wish that more Indians could afford to 
go to England and mix with such people, who may 
be called gems of humanity and thus help to clear 
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the present misunderstanding. The narrow view 
of events have made some people antagonistic to 
the West and its civilization. To encourage this 
tendency is to plunge the East deeper into the mire. 
What we ought to realise is that Western civilization 
is a modern one built on the experiences of many 
centuries in the East and in the West. To turn 
away from it as if it were something alien or hostile 
to us is to misread the lesson of history. On the 
contrary, we ought to welcome in it all the seeds of 
progress and all the healthy elements that help to 
conquer or cure the ailments into which any human 
system may fall. 


Leading modern educational thinkers in the 
West have influenced educational methods to a great 
extent. Much of what they teach has been scientifi- 
cally tested and their educational systems have been 
greatly psychologised. My personal interest in the 
education of Indian women made me not only 
write a thesis on the above subject but also led 
me to visit different schools in England, Turkey and 
Egypt. In these countries the practical side of edu- 
cation is paid more attention than theory. Music, 
handicraft and physical culture are made compul- 
sory subjects. In all Government Schools, books 
are supplied to all the pupils irrespective of their 
material conditions and all other needs to help 
general education are provided. The Government 
and the people have realised the real meaning of 
education and provide the immediate needs of the 
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country. The spirit of the revival of national life 
has made them spend the money for the interest 
of the nation and not for privileged individuals 
only. The aim of education in those countries is 
the continuity of knowledge and a connection 
between the student life and the future life. Effi- 
ciency of the person is considered of paramount 
importance in the views of both the Government 
and the people. The sheer waste of money, age 
and faculties which are obviously seen in India 
cannot be seen in any part of the whole world. 
Education is meant to supply the needs of home, 
society and the country and not to bring a big 
cleavage as is unfortunately the case in our country:> 


For my visit to such schools I am indebted to 
the Turkish Ambassador in London and to the 
Minister of Education of Egypt in London who 
made arrangements through the Directors of Edu- 
cation in Turkey and Egypt. The Directors not 
only spared the valuable services of one of the 
Inspectresses to go round with me but also provided 
conveyances. 


It is my sincere wish that when the present 
war is over all interested in the public life of this 
country will visit Europe with a sense of impar- 
tiality and see things as they are. 





MY EXPERIENCE IN AN ENGLISH 
UNIVERSITY 


An extension lecture delivered under the auspices of 
the Mysore University, Nov. 29th 1935. 





| HAVE been asked to speak to you _ to-night 

about “My Experience in an English Uni- 
versity.’ I do know I am not competent to speak 
authoritatively on the aims and working of English 
Universities during my short stay in England for 
two years. Fortunately for me I am asked to 
speak on my experiences and if what I may say 
to-night does not meet with your approval I may 
be kindly excused on the plea that they are my 
experiences. Our experiences in life are more 
often bitter than pleasant and I will be failing in my 
duty if I do not narrate all my experiences during 
my short stay in England. 


The thought of going to an English University 
entered my mind immediately after I got my degree 
at Mysore in 1930. But what with the disability of 
my sex and of leaving my six children, the youngest 
of whom was only five years old—often I thought it 
was a mad idea and an idle dream, but sometime 
the dream came true. For a period of two years 
it was occupying my mind, increasing gradually 
in its complexity and force until during the summer 
of 1933 it became an accomplished fact. My eldest 
son who graduated from the Madras University in 
1933 was determined to proceed to England for 
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higher studies and I. C.S. training. This was a 
driving force to accomplish my own strong desire 
which I had cherished for over two years in my mind. 
It will be out of place in this lecture if I proceed to 
narrate the difficulties we had to encounter in the 
matter of arrangement for our departure. I applied 
to our Government for the award of a scholarship 
to me but unfortunately it was not given and I was 
told that scholarships for education were not given, 
as if the education of our country, especially that 
of women had come of age and hence it needed no 
further attention or encouragement. This refusal 
was a bombshell but the desire in me was so deep- 
rooted that I determined to. proceed against all 
odds. On the 10th September I left Bangalore 
for Colombo with my son. The depressed con- 
dition of my little ones needs no description. We 
took a Japanese ship from Colombo that was 
supposed to be the cheapest of all others. It took 
25 days to reach England. Both of us are poor 
sailors, but I proved to be the worst and for 17 days 
I was in bed and lived only on water and fruits. 
We reached London on the 8th of October. I think 
words lack to describe the thrill of joy we felt on 
landing in the country which we cherished to visit for 
along time. I will be false to myself if I do not 
remember to-night the joy we felt when we saw 
Mr. Rice, the Trade Commissioner and his assistant 
Mr. Murthy on the deck asking people for us, 
Mr. Rice was informed of our arrival by Mr. 
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Humayun Mirza Ismail. I was moved by their 
social nature and readiness to help others in need. 
We were taken to the High Commissioner and 
other people and they said that if my son was 
aiming at I. C. S., he must be left in London. As 
my financial condition could not permit me to stay 
in the University Halls I decided to live in the 
private lodging where boarding and lodging were 
given at comparatively less cost. A lady was in 
charge of the Halls for ladies who was careful to 
see that no lady student coming to study in the 
University from outside stayed in private lodging. 
When she came to know that I had been granted 
admission to the University she wrote to me a 
letter of welcome to the Halls pointing out to me 
the advantages of living with the other lady students. 
But I did not reply to her letter. On the other 
hand, I informed the Secretary of the Indian Associ- 
ation to meet me at the station. The President of 
the Association also met me at the Station. The 
President of the Association also told me _ that 
a room in one of the nearest Halls to the Uni- 
versity at Leeds has been reserved for me by 
Miss Hibgame, but I requested them to recommend 
me to some lodging. I reached Leeds at 5-30 in 
the evening. It was very dark and raining and I 
stayed for the night in a registered lodging. 


Next morning at nine o'clock Mr. Ghose, the 
Secretary of the Indian Association came to take 
me to the University. We first went to the 
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Education House to see Miss Blackburn, the 
Principal of the Women’s section. The Secretary 
knocked at the door and went in to inform the 
authorities about my arrival. To my surprise the 
Principal came herself to welcome me saying that 
she was anxiously waiting for me. One never 
finds servants sitting idly in front of doors as we 
see here. She herself brought a chair and made 
me sit down. She questioned me on various topics 
ranging from the weather, convenient journey on 
the sea to conditions in India. The conversation 
then turned to the University, the subjects taught 
there and other things relating to my purpose. She 
also asked me about my school, the subjects I was 
interested in. I was then introduced to Professor 
Smith, the Head of the Department of Education, 
who happened to meet us. 


It was ten o’clock and Miss Blackburn had a 
lecture. She asked me if I would go with her to the 
Lecture Theatre. On my agreeing to do so, she 
took a big attache case containing books, pictures 
and papers and asked me to accompany her. 
Though old, bordering on 60 years of age, she was 
more energetic and active than a normal Indian of 
half her age. We had to get down the steps and 
to my surprise before I got down two of them, she 
was down on the floor waiting for me. We walked 
to the University and had to pass long corridors. 
When we were still half the way to the Lecture 
Theatre the bell had gone. She seemed excited 
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and extended her arm perhaps to take mine in hers. 
But as I was not used to this kind of familiarity 
in Indian Universities, I offered my note book to 
her thinking that was what she wanted. She just 
took it, turned this.way and that way, and returned 
itto me. Evidently, she did not want to embarrass 
me by saying that she did not want the book. We 
climbed up to the Lecture Theatre which was on the 
third floor and before I was comfortably seated Miss 
Blackburn had already removed her coat, hat and 
gloves, and was taking the attendance. How 
ashamed I was of my wonderful impracticability! 
She called my name and as I could not understand 
her pronunciation I did not answer. I thought she 
was Calling the name of some Mrs. Hoozan though I 
came to know afterwards that in a class of 80 stu- 
dents there was no “Mrs.” ! After the lecture was 
over she joined me again and took me to a secluded 
place and asked me to pronounce my name. After 
I did it she repeated it twice and told me she 
would not forget it. The other lecturers too did the 
same thing. 


She then directed one of the students to take 
me to Miss Hibgame, the Secretary of the Halls. 
The latter welcomed me heartily and began to ask 
me about my lodging, saying that she had already 
reserved a room for me in the Lyddon Hall. We 
decided to go to the Lyddon Hall and it was another 
trial for me to walk with one whose-steps seemed 
so light that they hardly touched the ground. We 
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went to the Warden, a nice old lady who on seeing 
me approached me with a smiling face and hands 
outstretched to welcome me. Iwas then taken to 
my room, which I must call a blue room where 
everything including the bed, curtains, carpet and 
vase with lovely blue flowers was all blue. There 
was a lovely fire burning and a bedstead was spread 
near it, so that it might be warm. My things were 
ordered to be brought from the lodging and I 
became an inmate of the Hall against my previous 
determination. 


The dinner hour came and as the bell was 
heard, a beautiful girl came to my room to take me 
to the common room where all the students and 
wardens meet and where they choose their partners 
for their dinner. As soon as I entered the hall I saw 
the Principal who came to me and asked me whether 
I would like to be her partner. It puzzled me and 
I only said yes. She at once took my arm in hers 
and stood majestically talking to me and to the other 
students of the Hall. Meanwhile, I very keenly 
watched the other people accepting such offers. The 
acceptance was in the following terms.— I would 
love to be,” or “with great pleasure,” “Yes, thank 
you,’ and so on. The second gong was heard. 
Miss Blackburn led me first and the rest followed 
us. We went toatable where the Warden with 
her partner and the executive members of the 
Hostel Committee also joined us. After a small 
prayer by the Warden we sat down to dinner. All 
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the time my partner had an eye on me enquiring 
about my needs. What a contrast with the kind of 
airs we are accustomed to see in our Professors 
here. She was trying to find out my aptitude and 
interests. The more shy a girl was the more was 
she free with her to make her shake off her shyness. 
After dinner we went back to the common room 
in the same grand procession and had a hearty talk, 
' as all the students began to put questions on India 
and social customs, etc. Then the girls danced and 
the Warden played on the piano. My partner asked 
me whether I knew dancing. I have been dwelling 
upon these details just to impress upon you the kind 
of relationship that exists between students and 
Professors in England. In all cases the initiative of 
forwardness originates from the Professors. How 
I wish the same atmosphere prevailed over here. 


Every year. when the term begins, the Vice- 
Chancellor’s reception in honour of the freshers to 
the University is a grand function. Shortly after I 
entered the University, I had the pleasure of an 
invitation from the Vice-Chancellor to this annual 
function. The staff are also invited. There were 3000 
students and 75 members of the staff. The Vice- 
Chancellor and his wife received every one of us 
during this function and one could see Professors 
and students playing indoor games as equals. Some 
teachers took it as a great pleasure to serve tea and 
other refreshments to students. The Vice-Chan- 
cellor and his wife would be seen on this occasion: 
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moving about and talking to every one of the 
invitees. 

Another striking instance was the reception 
given to students and the staff by the public of the 
place. I was pleased to find that they had deve- 
loped a sense of internationalism. They were posted 
with the most up-to-date information relating to the 
different countries from which students had come. 
The public. get from the University a list of students 
with their nationality and country noted against each 
and invite them to tea and for the week-end. Lest 
the invitees should find it inconvenient to find out 
their residence they send them the maps and plans 
of their houses or sometimes they personally take 
them to their house. This shows the keen interest 
the public and the parents take in the cause of 
education which is so woefully absent in India. We 
in India do not treat the members of this noblest but 
the sorriest of professtons—I mean the teaching 
profession—with that respect which its workers so 
richly deserve. 


You may be interested to know something 
about the course of training given to students in an 
English University. What I am going to say is the 
practice in the Leeds University and it is much the 
same in any other English University. You will 
see how it radically differs from the training given 
to students here in India. In India intellectual 
work is the dominant if not the only factor that is 
kept in view. Students sit in their classes from 
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11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and receive all information that is 
given to them by the several teachers. We are all 
familiar with the examination bogey. There are 
examinations in all countries in the world but the 
evil of making much of the results of examination 1s 
peculiar to India. This 1s because an average 
Indian parent regards the education of his son or 
daughter as a financial investment capable of fetch- 
ing a high price in the market. Education there- 
fore, is desired not for acquisition of culture but of 
gain and a good job in service. On account of this 
worship of results the poor students are crammed, 
notes are dictated and all possible questions are 
answered, so that anything important from the 
examination point of view is stuffed into the students 
and anything unimportant from that view point, even 
though of high educational value is rejected. The 
result is that there is only time for cramming and 
cramming alone, and absolutely no time for educa- 
tion and culture. You are all familiar with the 
statement, ‘A sound mind in a sound body.” 
Unfortunately in India the latter is given little or no 
attention. It is only nowadays we see students—a 
small portion of them—playing in fields. It is no 
matter for surprise that we see in India that the 
intellectual giants are physical dwarfs. 


In an English University the regular course 
begins from the first of October and continues till 
the end of May, when it is closed for summer holi- 
days. Regular teaching by the Professors forms 


161 


only a small part. Students are expected to learn 
more by themselves. For instance, in the diploma 
course, we had only three half days for lectures but 
three full days for practice. We were asked 
to teach in different schools, under the supervision 
of the Professors of the University. Notes of 
lessons had to be prepared and studied well 
beforehand, but we were not allowed to use 
them in the course of teaching the classes as 
they were taken by the supervisors. Demon- 
stration classes by experienced teachers were 
given to train us in the art of teaching. Re- 
garding the selection of subjects there is no 
compulsion. Students are not asked to take sub- 
jects for which they have no liking or bent. 
The beautiful paintings and drawings of Miss 
G. Ismail tempted me to learn that art in this old 
age. While deciding about my additional sub- 
ject, I boldly said that I wanted to take drawing, 
not having an idea of the standard of that art 
in diploma classes. They asked me whether I 
had taken drawing in lower classes. But my reply 
was I shall do my best to learn that art as I have 
a great desire for it. Once whenI was illustrating 
on a chart the village life of farmers in India, I had 
to draw bulls, ploughs and men, showing how they 
were being used. Drawing unfortunately was never 
learnt by me as 1t had never been a part of my edu- 
cation. When I was labouring over a picture of a 


bull, Professor Smith entered the class. After going 
H 
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round he came and stood behind me and asked 
me what I was drawing, pointing to the figure I was 
struggling with. I told him that it was to be a bull 
but the head was not yet drawn. He said “Does it 
look like a pig?” I could not help laughing and 
preferred to display my ignorance than to cheat him 
so I said “ What a world of difference there is 
between a bulland a pig!” He smiled, saying there 
was no indication of a bull in my drawing and 
suggested to me that I might change my additional 
subject and asked what I would like to take instead. 
I said music, so I was asked to try it for a week. 
In England they follow certain principles but these 
are not adopted rigidly but subordinated to the 
interest and capacity of the students. But here in 
India every one of us must know the annual rainfall 
in Greenland, the number of wives whom Henry 
the VIII married, not to speak of several other 
details in every subject under the sun. 


The aim of the University of Leeds as of the 
others in European countries is not to send out 
students with swollen heads stuffed with all kinds of 
information, but to develop their powers of mind 
and body and to fit them for their duties in after 
life, to give them a practical knowledge of life as 
fit citizens. They rightly understood that such a 
knowledge of life and men cannot be had within 
class rooms but by association with fellow students 
and participation in the social and athletic fields of 
activity. | 
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You may ask me how the Universities in 
England achieve this aim. As soon asa student 
joins the University he is given the following hints 
for his conduct in the University. 


(1) He is told that he is not going to be taught 
everything. He is asked to have his eyes open and 
learn things by himself. The University hand-book 
and the notice boards are his only guides. 


(2) He is taught the value of societies and told 
that societies do not require sleeping partners. He 
is asked to take an active interest in the conduct of 
these societies with determination and enthusiasm. 
He is taught that determination brings with it 
enthusiasm, that he is not to be satisfied with a 
mere degree, that University education and culture 
and not merely a degree should be his aim. 


(3) He is taught to take an active part in all 
athletic activities of the University and also in public 
activities. The value of exercises and the co-opera- 
tion involved in them is ‘clearly impressed on his 
mind. 


There are many associations, clubs and societies. 
In India only very few students take part in such 
activities. The cause lies in the system of educa- 
tion in India. Classes work continuously from 11 
A.M. to 5 P.M. witha short interval of one hour in the 
middle. Societies and associations meet at intervals 
of at least a month and such meetings take place 
after 5 P.M. Naturally the students feel exhausted 
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after the day’s toil and are eager to go home. Most 
of them are poor and cannot therefore afford to 
have any lunch in the interval. What interest can 
they take in any activities when they are both tired 
and hungry? Added to these, our students do not 
get that encouragement from their teachers to induce 
them to take part in such activities. Our teachers 
must take greater interest in them and must not 
tenaciously stick to one particular class and must 
move with the students much more freely. They 
must induce them to talk in such meetings so that 
in the course of time they may shake off their 
shyness. In English Universities one will see 
students competing with one another in academic 
discussions. Time does not permit me to speak 
about all the associations and societies they have 
in Leeds University. I shall just mention a few 
to give you an idea of how students are trained 
there. 


1. There is a Debating Society which has its 
regular fortnightly meetings. The subjects are 
announced sufhciently early to enable intending 
partakers to prepare well. But in India generally 
students are informed only a day or two before the 
meeting. In England they have inter-University — 
debates in which delegates from different Univer- 
sities take part and inter-hostels debates with both 
girls and boys. But in all such debates professors 
take an active part and will be seen hidden behind 
the boys. The boys preside and run the society. 
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2. They have an Aeronautical Society in which 
topics relating to aircraft are discussed. Represen- 
tatives of leading firms of aircraft and those well 
known as civil aviators are invited to give talks to 
University students. In India more than 90% of the 
students know nothing of aviation. 


3. There is the Church of England’s Society 
for the purpose of bringing together the different 
members of the Church into closer union. The 
students are taught their responsibilities to the 
Church and their interest in religion is deepened. 
Annual University prayers and lectures on religious 
topics by prominent persons are arranged. Annual 
S.C.M. weeks are observed when the students earn 
money by helping others and this money ts used for 
buying clothes and other things for the poor and 
for the children of the servants. 


4. They have fhe Conservative Society which 
provides for study and discussion of current political 
topics among students. Thus students are prepared 
for national service after their career. With Indian 
students, politics is a forbidden fruit. Lectures here 
by patriots are permitted by educational authorities 
only on the assurance “No politics.” It is no 
wonder that a student gets his degree and does not 
know who the present Viceroy of India is. I am 
told that most of the applicants interviewed recently 
by the Committee for the appointment of Revenue 
Probationers,—M.a.’s & M.Sc.’s too exhibited colossal 
ignorance when questioned about current events. 
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' 5. There is the Dramatic Society which meets 
weekly and in which plays are read. Such meetings 
begin with tea and are attended both by the staff and 
students. Every year aplay is enacted which is 
attended by the public also. The amount realised 
is utilised for the extension and improvement of the 
University. 

6. They have the Historical and the Econo- 
mical Society which gives sufficient scope for 
students to understand the social and economical 
problems of the times. It brings students interested 
in commerce and economics into close contact with 
leading professional business men who lecture to 
them on current problems. 


7. There is a Photographic Society which 
provides for lantern lectures by authorities on 
photography. Demonstration in photographic pro- 
cesses, enlargement and development are given by 
professionals who are invited for the purpose. Many 
among Indian students may not know even the 
principle of photography. Ill their time is spent in 
knowing the heights of mountains and the lengths 
of rivers. 


8. They have also a Music and Art Society 
with a view to develop among students of the 
University their zsthetic taste. There are two 
sections, the orchestral and choral, which meet 
almost every week. Weekly demonstrations are | 
held for the benefit of the staff, the students and 
the public. Musicians of high order and proficiency 
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are invited at the cost of the University to give 
demonstrations. This side is positively discouraged 
in India by the parents of our students as tending 
to alienate them from their studies and treated as 
one not forming part of their cultural development. 
But abroad it forms an integral part of the Univer- 
sity course. 


I am afraid I am boring you by giving a cata- 
logue of the several societies and associations 
working in an English University. My object in so 
doing is to acquaint you with the manifold activities 
with which students in an English University are 
engaged. Their activities are not confined within 
the four walls of the University. They observe a 
hospital “rag’”’ day when they go into the city with 
boxes and collect money for the cause of the poor 
people in the hospitals and infirmaries. People, 
when they see ladies begging in the group, donate 
liberally. Thus in 1934 they were able to collect a 
sum of £500 in one day. The boxes are opened 
by the Secretary of the Committee and the collec- 
tions are sent to the local infirmary. I was told that 
the girls collected more money than the boys. 


They observe a bazaar day when students send 
something or other made by them. These things 
are exhibited in rooms. The day is advertised far 
and wide and on that day the opening ceremony is 
performed by a prominent person who gives a liberal 
donation, and the exhibits are purchased by the 
public, staff and students while the things remaining 
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are auctioned to the students themselves. On this 
bazaar day in December 1934 they got a sum of 
£350 which was given away in aid of the library 
which was under construction. 

A students’ fund is collected to which the 
students, the staff of the University and also the 
sympathetic public contribute for the purpose of 
affording financial assistance to students of the 
University. The award from the fund is not made 
to freshers but only to those who, having entered 
the University, are unable to continue without such 
assistance. The fund is administered by a small 
committee of students. | 

During holidays the students of the University 
visit villages near by and engage themselves with 
the rural reconstruction work. They talk to villa- 
gers, study their conditions and give them the 
advice necessary for their improvement. Rural 
reconstruction work gives much scope for doing 
public service to young educated men. These 
young enthusiasts do more service to the country 
than politicians who make loud speeches supporting 
this agreement or that fact, but who cut no ice. This 
kind of activity is woefully prevalent among‘ our 
students. They think that they form an exclusive 
unit and do not concern themselves with others. In 
fact they think that such public activities do not 
form a part of their education. 

I must say something about the management 
and working of the Hostels. There are four Halls 
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of the University of Leeds. Each Hall has a 
Warden, a Sub-Warden, a Matron and ten to fifteen 
maids. Each Hall has a Committee of twelve 
students who are elected by votes. The President 
of the Committee is a senior student. This Com- 
mittee meets every week and a general meeting for 
all the students is held once a month when all 
questions relating to the management of the Hall are 
discussed. Students are at liberty to bring to the 
notice of the Committee any defect in the working 
of the Hostel. Invariably, with the help of the 
Warden these defects are rectified and the needs of 
the students are provided. The entire manage- 
ment is thus left in the hands of students and thus” 
they are trained in the art of organisation. 


The servants employed in these Halls are all 
women. Men visitors are allowed to see the 
students on week days in the visitors’ room and are 
not allowed to stay after 7 p.m. The main door of 
the Hall is closed at 10 p.m. and students desirous 
of going to the cinema go in groups. A senior stu- 
dent becomes responsible to take the key from the 
Warden and returns it back as soon as they return. 
Drinking is strictly prohibited on all occasions, both 
in the Halls and in the University. I have heard 
many students, both men and women, say that they 
have never tasted liquor in their life. 

Hostels hold social functions such as: Staff at 
Home, Friends at Home and Freshers at Home 
when the entire staff and the Vice-Chancellor are 
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invited to a grand tea party. After tea a short con- 
cert is given by the students. During the annual 
Freshers’ Social, a grand supper is arranged and 
the freshers are entertained by the old students. 
To create a spirit of tolerence in the new-comers 
they are teased in the course of entertainment. 
Hostel dances are arranged twice a year when the 
Warden and the Sub-Warden receive visitors from 
6-30 to 7 p.m. The dance begins at 7 and lasts 
till 12 mid-night. For supper, cold drinks and 
sweets are provided. 


Such in brief is the training that is given to 
students in England. You will see how it is opposed 
to the system of education that prevails in India. 
In India students are trained to develop only one 
side, the intellectual side. The education given to 
our students is thus defective, narrow and one-sided. 
The aim of Indian education 1s not to fit students to 
circumstances of the ever changing environment of 
the world, nor to enable them to contribute towards 
the progress and prosperity of their country, so the 
training pays no attention to achieve the ideal. 
I don’t mean to say that the system prevailing in 
England is perfect, but there 1s an honest attempt 
towards giving the right sort of training to 
students. Students in England are made to develop 
not only the intellectual faculty but also the social, 
physical, moral and esthetical senses. The educa- 
tionists in India must put their heads together to 
devise a common system of training for our students 
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with a view to turn out fit citizens after their career 
and to fuse a link between the school and the 
University life, and the life after the completion of 
education. Reduction of too many subjects and 
specialisation in one at the University is indispens- 
able. The present Indian system has made the 
students beginners in all subjects and masters of 

none. 


More freedom to the students to mix with their 
teachers should be given so that this sense of inferio- 
rity could be replaced by power, expression, asser- 
tion and independent thinking among them. In 
England a student does not feel a sense of inferiority 
in the company of teachers. They are made to 
feel that the University is a spacious garden which 
every student is expected to dress and take care 
of. The main aim of the University in England 
is not to teach but to open the vision of the students 
to the conditions and needs of men, to enable them 
to think and act independently and to be guided by 
their own convictions. The subjects taught are not 
treated as ends but as tools for a larger purpose, 
An English University serves as a guide to the life 
of man and, unlike India, prevents the terrible waste 
of labour and talent. 


WOMEN OF EAST AND WEST IN 
CO-OPERATION 


Address at the International Women’s Twelfth World 
— Congress, held at Istanbul, 4th September, 1935. 


HE world is becoming a neighbourhood, the 
old barriers of time and space have broken 
down. The old isolations are rapidly disappearing. 
What is spoken or done in one part of the world is 
known in a few hours in a very distant part. No 
region can live long unto itself. The East, hitherto 
remote and self-contained, is now finding herself in 
the stream of the world’s life and thought. Hence 
the ideas, the opinions, the activities of one part of 
the world are vital to every other part. New 
international problems are constantly arising and 
new causes of friction developing. Thoughtful 
people see that if civilization is to survive at all the 
people of this world must learn to live together in 
close contact and harmony. They must appreciate 
the contributions to human welfare, which every 
race has made and is making. They must under- 
stand the customs, ideals, and cultures of others 
and seek common interests and purposes. 


The East is not “the ancient unchanging East.” 
It is a modern East which has absorbed and 
assimilated in its broad river of thought a good 
deal that comes from other parts of the world. 
One must try to visualise the idea of this country, 


173 


which was mature in thought before any of the 
nations of modern Europe were ever born, which 
has since grown further in spite of relapses and 
which now stands before the world full of new 
hopes and aspirations, ready to offer what is hers 
to give and to receive what is yours to offer on the 
single condition that the offering and the receiving 
shall not be made an occasion for arguments of 
superiority and inferiority, or for compulsion. All 
gifts are best, which are given and received in 
simplicity, in the spirit in which we take the blessing 
of Nature and also her chastisement and correction. 


The true inwardness of the human spirit can 
best be discovered in art. The history of art 
furnishes a most certain criterion of what people 
thought and felt in different ages. If you take the 
art of two countries or people at their best, you 
will be able to judge the essential characters of 
those countries or people more surely than if a 
conceited panegyrist or a prejudiced dictator was 
allowed to intervene. Art may also help to remove 
misunderstanding and enable diverse groups of 
humanity to work together for the progress of the 
whole human family. Music, a particular branch 
of art, is also helpful in bringing people together. 
And there is less understanding between Eastern 
and Western music than there need be. Many 
Eastern ears profess to be able to enjoy Western 
music, and many Westerners return the compli- 
ment in the converse sense. The difficulty lies in 
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a failure to realise the separate historical develop- 
ment of each. It must be remembered that modern 
European music is barely four centuries old. On 
the other hand, Eastern music is not an undeve- 
loped art, but a highly developed art on different 
lines. | 


Religion plays such an important part in 
Eastern life that it is absolutely essential that we 
should give some attention to it in discussing the 
East with the rest of the world. In the West, 
religion is sharply distinguished from _ secular 
matters. It is possible for people to co-operate in 
most of the affairs of life without inquiring about 
each other’s religion. At one time religion was co- 
extensive with life. Now it has become the in- 
dividual’s private affair. My purpose in dealing 
with religion here is not to criticise, but to see 
whether any contrast that we find makes it imposs- 
ible in the first place for the followers of the great 
religions to work together in all the great cultural 
movements of their countries. If we think clearly 
on this twofold task we find that not only is co- 
operation possible from both points of view, but that 
it is eminently desirable. We shall have helped to 
destroy a whole bundle of prejudices, which stand 
in the way of human progress. In my view, the 
religion of all thinking beings is the same, however 
different may be the philosophy by which they ex- 
plain their spiritual instincts or the moulds in which 
they cast their spiritual hopes. 
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When once this lesson is grasped by the 
people of the East and those of the West they will 
be able to work together more efficiently for the 
good of humanity. If the Eastern people further 
realise that modernism in thought and action, in 
spiritual and material outlook, as evolved in the 
West, is a natural stage of evolution, in which the 
whole of mankind has an interest, and to which the 
whole of mankind has contributed, there will be no 
obstacle to their taking their rightful place in the 
human quest for the highest truth, the truth that re- 
lates to our inmost spiritual being and our ultimate 
destiny in time and eternity. On the other hand, 
the religious experiences and spiritual cravings of 
the East have much in them that will help the 
thought of the modern West, as they have helped 
its thought in the past. 


Leading modern educational thinkers in the 
West have already influenced Eastern education, 
and will doubtless do so to an even greater extent 
in the future. Much of what they teach has been 
scientifically tested and their educational systems 
have been greatly eulogized, and the East may pro- 
fit by this body of educational truth, if she relates 
it intelligently to her own life. 


The Girl Guide Movement is undoubtedly 
an instrument of unity, harmony and_ co-opera- 
tion among the women of the-world. The youth of 
over fifty nations have come under its beneficial 
influence. It has been acclaimed as the greatest 
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educational experiment of the twentieth century. 
The fundamental principles and vital ideals on 
which the movement is based have universal appeal 
in themselves to all people, irrespective of race, 
colour, creed and customs. It is indispensable 
that the East should co-operate with the West for 
the improvement and development of this practical 
side of the education of our girls, who are privileged 
members of the future generation. The movement 
is still in its infancy in the East. 


Child marriage and its harmful effects on the 
race and the nation, prevention of widow marriage, 
unemployment and unjust treatment of women in 
political, economical and social life will lead to 
further decadence. 


The legal rights and social customs of the 
East, especially in India, are so rigid that it seems 
hard to surmount them. But in my view it is not 
only Indians who have these difficulties, but also the 
whole world in some way or the other. Otherwise, 
we would not have assembled here under the name 
of the I. W.W. Congress. One essential is that 
we must make the whole world into one human 
family. The members of the family will not be 
happy, if one of them is suffering. This idea ts 
beautifully expressed by a Persian poet Sa’adi— 
when he says that if one portion of the body ts 
suffering, the other parts feel the pain equally and 
acutely. We have to formulate certain rules and 
principles applicable to all the members of our 
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family, irrespective of caste, creed, customs, colour 
and religion. 


Isolation is not good for the East. It 1s not 
open to her to isolate herself. She has sometimes 
tried to isolate herself in her past history, but 
isolation has always meant stagnation. There isa 
tendency among some of the men of India to seek 
a new kind of isolation. A narrow view of events 
makes them antagonistic with the West and _ its 
science, medicine and civilisation. To encourage 
this tendency is to plunge the East deeper in the 
mire. We all realise the shortcomings of Western 
civilisation. They are realised nowhere more than 
in the modern West itself. What we ought to 
realise is that Western civilisation is modern, built 
on the experiences of many centuries in the East 
and in the West. To turn away from it as if it 
were something alien or hostile to us, is to misread 
the lessons of history. On the contrary, we ought 
to welcome in it all the seeds of progress and all 
the healthy elements that help to conquer, or 
subdue the ailments to which any human system 1s 
liable. 


I request the West on its side to understand 
the East in its past history and present aspirations. 
For a variety of reasons false ideas of race or 
cultural superiority have gained ground, but on that 
score perhaps no nation or people or country has a 
right to cast the first stone in the new world to be. 


We want to use every agency: political, economic, 
12 
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educational and social to prevent false ideas from 
dominating the intercourse of the people. The 
choicest spirits and the noblest teachers have always 
realised and taught the brotherhood of man. We 
must bring that idea home to the women in the 
street and the women in the market place. 


Our objective 1s a high one, we should not be 
discouraged with our present conditions. There is 
no progress without effort ; the more educative it is 
the more joy it gives and the more happy memories 
it leaves behind. The essential thing is to have faith 
in our ideals. There is a great deal of that true 
spirit of encouragement in the following lines: 


Duty whispers low “ Thou must,” 
And faith replies, “I can.” 


PROGRESS OF WOMEN’S EDUCATION 
ABROAD 


A_ speech delivered under the auspices of the Moham- 
medan Educational Association of South India under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Littlehailes, Vice-Chancellor of the 
Madras University. 





ae progress of women’s education in foreign 

countries such as England, Turkey, Egypt, 
Switzerland and Germany (before Hitlerism came 
into existence) is really amazing. Education of 
women there is psychologised and socialised, and is 
carried on with a definite purpose, that of develop- 
ing her character, making her independent, and 
enabling her to serve the nation. Education is 
adapted to the character and needs of the people. 
A regard for past traditions, cultures and principles 
is not quite absent. The civilisation is not imita- 
tive but it is real and unique—the outcome of the 
needs felt by the people themselves. Hence it is 
creative and useful. There is no gap or divergence 
between the civilised and uncivilised women. There 
is an understanding and co-operation of each other’s 
ideals and ideas. Even the old women who are a 
drag on the progress of young girls here, are 
changing, progressive and active there. There one 
finds all, old and young, busy in something, planning, 
scheming and consciously or unconsciously working | 
for the progress of the nation. One is hardly ever 
in a position to hear an idle talk or a scandal among 
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those ladies both old and young. Very often the 
cry is heard that there is no time for them to do 
all that they want to do, but our women find so 
much time that they do not know how to pass it. 

A visitor entering a school or a college (in the 
morning) will see a group of girls with peculiar 
uniforms and tools working in the school garden 
and in the orchard, some of them digging, some 
cultivating, and some collecting fruits, leaves, 
flowers and vegetables. The visitor will also notice 
that large and small plants are evenly spread in 
straight rows and each row uniformly planned. 
The sense of neatness and beauty in the workers 
is so great that the garden was made heavenly. 
She will be told by the teacher responsible that there 
are common and individual gardening plots. The 
girls are fully responsible for the individual plots 
and they have to work for certain hours in the day on 
the common plot. Each girl has a register and she 
has to enter an account of the success or failure of 
the crop, the causes of success and the remedy to 
prevent failure. The accounts of the expenditure 
and the benefit derived by sales are also kept by 
the students. Class room instruction in nature 
study is followed by experimentation on the plot 
system. 

This practical side of education in all girls’ 
schools is given preference to theoretical teaching. 
Hand work forms an important item in the 
curriculum. The aim is to make the pupils (especi- 
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ally backward ones) understand an abstract thought 
by means of construction and to add reality to every 
subject in the curriculurr. Consultation classes are 
held in the morning when girls bring an idea of 
the object they want to construct. They draw it, 
and its design is decorated with colours to be used 
in the model. The idea originates in the child’s 
environment and ways and means for production 
are thereafter sought by her. The object is made 
by her own efforts. There are different kinds of 
industries in every school. Girls are not compelled 
to join one and leave the other. A girl can take 
to any industry for which she has a liking. Provision 
is made for making dresses, hats, carpets, cushions, 
bedroom slippers, dust-rugs and many other things 
that are used in daily life. The articles are made 
to supply the demands of the people of the neigh- 
bourhood. Emphasis is laid on the aesthetic side 
of the object and economy in the use of materials. 
Records of finished articles, the price of each and 
the time taken for it are kept by individual students. 


Book binding, book repairing and the framing 
of pictures are very often taught. One group of 
students cuts and trims pages, another group make 
holes in them, a third group will be sewing all 
the pages in the form of a book while a fourth 
group will paste cloth and fasten and finish the 
work. 

Domestic science is given equal importance 
in almost all schools. A group of girls will be seen 
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busily preparing a lunch for the whole school. Each 
girl is made responsible for preparing a certain 
dish or for certain work. She has to produce an 
account of her work ; if a dish was spoilt, then why 
and for what reason; if it was well prepared, then 
what was the method she used. Records of the 
ingredients used, the price of each, the cost of the 
whole dish, for how many persons it was made, 
and also the account of the whole lunch for all 
are shown in the records. In preparing meals care 
is taken to provide all vitamins according to the age, 
health and variety of work of the students. | 

The canteen system is not an uncommon thing 
in such schools. This is managed by the pupils 
of the higher class. They have a _ real shop 
with all necessary commodities used both by the 
teachers and the taught. Even articles for in- 
dustrial classes are provided by them. The group in 
charge of this is allowed to go to market once a 
week to find out prices, and to buy whatever is 
necessary. Goods in the school shop are sold at 
market rates so no one cares to go to other shops 
outside the school. Another group will be seen 
working in the same department whose duty it is 
to keep records of the things bought and sold, to 
write letters, sales slips, bills of goods, advertise- 
ments and posters. These groups work in rotation. 

Many schools have opened dispensaries. A 
group of girls attend it in the afternoon on working 
days and on holidays both in the morning and 
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evening. Fees for treating rich girls of the school 
and outsiders from the neighbourhood are taken and 
contributions for the ‘Dispensary Poor Box’ are 
also taken. The money is used for the purpose of 
buying medicines. Simple ailments are treated. 
The disease is studied by the girls and the treat- 
ment is written in consultation with the teacher. 
The girl responsible for a certain ailment-study 
must keep a record of her work—the kind of disease, 
the treatment, the changes she has noticed while 
treating it, the period the patient took to get cured, 
and the amount she charged. The group is allowed 
to go to local dispensaries for acquiring further 
knowledge and instruction. Local doctors are 
requested to visit the school dispensaries and to give 
advice. A First Aid class has been opened in the 
lower classes and practice has been made on big 
sized dolls. The part played by the teacher in all 
practical classes is almost nothing. She will be seen 
as one of the members of the group, sometimes 
working with the group and sometimes with an 
individual. 


Another striking institution is the opening of a 
Co-operative Credit Society. Students are encour- 
aged to save money from their allowances or 
earnings in the industrial section. All of them 
deposit a part of their savings in the school bank. 
The money thus realised is invested in different 
industrial sections not only in the school but also 
outside. Simple and compound interest is calculated 
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once a year and the depositors are given an interes 
of 20 per cent. Loans are granted to poor girls t 
enable them to continue their studies. This grou; 
is taken quarterly to public banks to study the 
methods used in depositing and withdrawing money. 
The school bank is run on similar lines. One should 
remember all these things are done by the girls 
themselves, with no cause for complaint, and done 
so exquisitely, promptly, accurately and honestly 
that even men of certain other countries could not 
excel in such work. 


Self-government as the natural corollary of self- 
development begins in schools and is successfully 
continued in colleges. A Students’ Council is 
elected consisting of six to eight girls. The duty of 
the Council is to organise and supervise the Com- 
mittees in charge of school duties. The Committees 
are also elected and the teacher’s consent taken. 
There are as many Committees as there are duties. 
Their function is to uphold the discipline of the 
students, to improve the industries already men- 
tioned, to see to the sanitation and cleanliness of the 
school, and to supervise the hostel entertainments, 
games and sports, the care of the sick and the help- 
ing of small girls. Misbehaviour and any cases of 
mischief are referred to the Students’ Council which 
discusses such matters and decides on appropriate 
punishment. The head of the school gets a report 
of the student’s work, and, 1n consultation with the 
other teachers any punishment is usually carried 
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out. It was said that the decision of the Students’ 
Council was rarely overlooked as it was invariably 
most considerate and lenient. 


Physical culture from the beginning of the 
school career right up to college is made compulsory. 
Provision for the same is fully adequate. Equipment 
is provided, teachers are trained, refresher’s courses 
are given to them to keep them up-to-date with 
the scientific methods of physical training. Every 
teacher is a teacher of physical culture. She keeps 
an eye on the students in the class or in industries 
with a view to correct their posture. Physical 
culture is also meant to aid the development of 
intellect and character. The girls become more 
efficient and are capable of greater activity. The 
systematic training given to them has been a great 
help in effecting a harmonious bodily development. 
Games are not neglected. These are encouraged 
in different ways. Since they stimulate a spirit of 
true and brave sportmanship, the house system 
compels all girls to take part in such games. Inter- 
School and Inter-Collegiate Matches develop a spirit 
of unity among them. Swimming, folk-dancing, 
classical dancing, riding and gymnasium feats are 
all taught and loved by the students. 


The drama is another very important item in 
the student’s life. Generally, the English composi- 
tion period includes the drama. The teacher knows 
that a certain ballad or story-poem is appreciated 
by the girls. So she takes it and asks the students 
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to compose sentences. These are noted down on 
the blackboards and when they constitute something 
like a scene the girls are made to act it. In higher 
classes historical events or stories are enacted. The 
choice of a story, the time, place, language, dress 
and scenic effects are all left to the creative ability 
of the girls. In colleges classical plays or those 
written by the foremost English playwrights are 
acted. Dramatization has a very great educative 
value. It helps the players to be physically fit, it 
corrects their posture, it encourages them to be 
bold and to fit their talk to their action. 


What is the social, intellectual, economical and 
political conditions of women of those countries? It 
is certainly far better than ours. Their fight for 
equal rights and status began long before we 
thought of it. They have not only got all they 
wanted but have also been making good use of 
their liberty. The women of those countries, parti- 
cularly those of Turkey have carried the torch of 
reform and have set a living example for us. They 
are either members or presidents of numerous 
associations started in the interests of womenfolk. 
Such associations are for example the Union of 
Turkish Women, the Association for Raising the 
Intellectual Standard of Women, the Administrative 
Council, the Red Crescent of Faith, the National 
Economy Committee, the Temperance Association, 
the Committee for Helping the Poor, the State 
Education Committee, the Committee for Child 
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Protection, the Mothers’ Union, the Turkish Republic 
Committee, and the Complete Equality Committee. 
Women are members of all these associations. They 
work with men in other departments, such as those 
of the Railway, Postal, Navy, Police, Judiciary, Elec- 
tric and Telephone, and last and not least they assist 
the Military Department. They are trained to join all 
these departments as recruits and cadets. One 
will find them working dauntlessly along with the 
men. Their zeal, energy, enthusiasm and activity 
seems in no way inferior to those of men. There 
is a strong spirit of co-operation, determination 
and excellence in them. Whatever they do, they 
do it promptly and accurately. They teach one 
another and learn one from the other. Their leisure 
time is spent in rational amusement. They have a 
developed power of judgment which helps them to 
appreciate what is good and to depreciate what ts 
evil in character. Individual interests are subordi- 
nated to those of the whole nation. In short they 
are resourceful, self-possessed, so that they are in 
a position to overcome personal disabilities. 


Co-education in Turkey has been very success- 
ful. It begins from primary education and continues 
up to the University. In many institutions the heads 
of Colleges are ladies. They say they have abso- 
lutely no difficulty in running such institutions. The 
idea of marriage is not the only means of support 
for ladies abroad. The goal of their lives is all 
round excellence and development of all their 
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faculties. The success of co-education in Turkey 
is partly due to the strict observance of the 
Islamic principles which forbid familiarity or illicit 
relations between men and women, and 1s also due 
to the highly developed character, the strong sense 
of self-respect and the dignified personality which is 
found among Turkish women. | 


The social condition of ladies in foreign 
countries is quite different from that existing in this 
country. They have subordinated their social dis- 
positions to intellectual reasoning. They are not 
the slaves of old customs and traditions, but have 
brought about a revolution in them. A dynamic 
attitude of life, an appreciation of human virtues and 
the elimination of shortcomings is conspicuously 
prominent in their mode of life. Such reforms were 
not imposed upon them but its need was felt by 
themselves and they successfully achieved its 
realisation. 


MUSLIM WOMEN’S EDUCATION 
A lecture given before the Muslim Society of Great Britain, 
at London, 2nd February 1985 





| AM very thankful to the Muslim Society of Great 

Britain for the honour conferred upon me by 
asking me to talk. This is my first opportunity of 
speaking to a gathering of men. I do not know whe- 
ther I will be able to express my ideas as forcibly 
as I would do to an audience of women. I need 
not tell you how nervous I feel among you. I rely 
entirely on your indulgence to deal with me leniently 
if I fall short of your expectations. 


The subject of women’s education is a very 
vast one. If I have to do justice to it I must divide 
it into two parts. The first will deal with the neces- 
sity of education and the second with the scheme of 
education. I shall deal with the first part as I have 
come across many Muslims who are _ labouring 
under the misconception that education for our 
girls is unnecessary. I am afraid my introductory 
remarks as to the necessity of such education may 
be very outspoken and even sensational from the 
orthodox Muslim point of view. I feel that open and 
frank statements are much more effective than 
insidious lip service under the cover of praise and 
sympathy. I hope my apparent platitudes will be 
pardoned in view of the great cause before us. 


Women as a social unit is as social a being as" 
aman. The gregarious instinct in us is so great 
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that it compels us to be in the company of not only 
the members of the same sex but also those of the 
opposite sex. Hence if a society is to be prosper- 
ous, progressive and happy it must have a reason- 
able amount of free mixing of both the sexes as we 
have been seeing here in the society of the most | 
advanced nations of the world. Its development as 
a whole depends upon the harmonious development 
of its parts. But in Muslim society a man or 
woman belonging to it not being very well acquainted 
with the characteristics of the other sex is mentally 
and morally dwarfed and is unfit to successfully 
tackle the problems of the modern world. 


Woman as an individual has the same power 
of feeling, sentiment and emotions as a man. The 
faculties of mind, such as observation, reasoning, 
criticism and power of expression grow ina child 
from a very young age and at the age of five or 
six a child feels an impelling force within to express 
itself in different ways. It may be by talking or by 
writing letters. The lectures and speeches deliver- 
ed by so many men are the results of this impelling 
force within that compels them to accept such oppor- 
tunities, so this power is not altogether absent even 
in elderly men. Composition through drawing and 
painting or music and even dancing—these are 
different forms of its expression—is conducive to 
happiness and satisfaction and its denial leads _ to 
misery and unhappiness. Women are susceptible to 
the joys and sorrows of this world to the same extent 
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as men. They, like men continually fall a prey to 
the ills of existence. They have to encounter in the 
battle field of this world the same amount of evil as 
men. If philosophy is a solace of mind to a man it 
is the same to a woman. If he takes interest in — 
literary pursuits she also takes an interest as keenly 
if she is given the same opportunity and facility. 
But for reasons incomprehensible to me they have 
been treated as reasonless beings and incapable of 
following a course of action that would be of benefit 
to humanity. Is it not the greatest delight of we 
humans to do great services which contribute to the 
well-being of the whole of humanity? Women are 
better fitted to achieve thisend. They are endowed 
with gentleness of manner, persuasive power and 
they take delight in succouring misery. Is it right 
that they should be deprived by men of almost 
every opportunity of exercising the great powers 
they possess? If you could know the feelings of 
many millions of women you would find they are 
miserable because they never had fair opportunity 
given to them. They have a right to demand that 
the gifts which have been bestowed upon them by 
their Maker should not be arbitrarily taken away 
simply because they are called women and that they 
should not be shut out from what is good and great 
in the world. 


In the theatre of the world and especially in 
that of the illiterate Muslim world women are 
treated as puppets and they live not for themselves 
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but for their autocratic men of unlimited power. 
We have seen women of other nations play as 
important a part in the activities of this world as a 
man. A great thinker says “We are foolish and 
without excuse foolish in speaking of the superiority 
of one sex to the other as if they can be compared 
in similar ways. Each has what the other has not 
and each completes the other and is completed by 
the other. They are in nothing alike and the happi- 
ness and perfection of both depends on each 
asking and receiving from the other what only the 
other can give.” These are the words of a great 
thinker. What is it that a woman can give toa man? 
Woman is an embodiment of love, affection, care and 
tenderness and she can claim all the moral charac- 
teristics. What is that a man can give to a woman? 
He can support her by his physical courage, candour 
and patience in facing the difficulties of the world 
and has the instinct of discipline. 


The modern thinking Indian will surely admit 
that education is that which develops the mental 
faculties and serves to maintain discipline among 
them. Those who have undergone a certain disci- 
pline are capable of adapting themselves to any 
condition of life—happy or miserable, favourable or 
prejudicial. The fundamental fact of life is that 
this is a hard world and living is hard for all 
creatures but specially for the least evolved and for 
those unadjusted to their conditions. Right edu- 
cation is disinterested and it brings up the woman 
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for her own sake and for the sake of her race, 
nation, and country. 


Though men and women are naturally under 
obligation morally, physically and spiritually to each 
other the wonder is that it is not brought home to 
them in all the experiences of their daily life. Yet how 
evident is the simple truth that men and women 
need to depend on each other in order to derive 
happiness through the proper performance of their 
mutual duties. They need still more to repair the 
natural defects of each other by means of contact 
and culture. As the natural roughness of man’s 
nature if left to itself, develops into cruel barbarity 
making him unfit for domestic life, so does the 
natural weakness, helplessness and backwardness. 
of women if kept in its original state become a 
source of constant discomfort to both the sexes. 
Of course, it is not possible to do away with the | 
weakness of women altogether but it is the duty of 
every sensible member to try and effect as much 
improvement in this direction as lies in his or her 
power. 


For a nation to be brave, true and noble its 
women should be taught so first. The destiny of a 
nation lies far more in the hands of women, since 
within the house, the power of the mother reigns 
supreme in many spheres and though they may be 
weak individually they are strong collectively. The 
uneducated mothers are often themselves mere 


children in intellect with nothing to teach their little 
13 
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ones but fabulous legends and old world supersti- 
tions. Since the imagination is very strong in early 
years the mother’s teaching, however foolish, 
leaves an indelible impression stamped on children’s 
minds. The earthly rewards and punishment 
of worthy and unworthy men are to a great 
extent in the hands of women. We must care for 
women who are the educators of the human race if 
we desire the new generation to accomplish its 
work. It is the parent’s examples, words and 
manners which form the child’s character far beyond 
any mere verbal instruction. The Muslim people 
who carried off the palm for bravery, hospitality, 
generosity, intellect and skill have abused all these 
wonderful qualities and have now degenerated into 
idleness, ignorance, bigotory, sensuality and pride. 
The degeneration, demoralisation and denaturalisa- 
tion of our community is the direct cause of the 
illiterate womanhood and their theoretical and 
practical fatalism and religious formalism. National 
excellence depends upon the culture and discrimi- 
nation of women. 


The spread of education among women is in- 
dispensable both for the sake of family happiness 
and national progress. There is a strong desire in 
both sexes for each other’s comradeship. The 
newly married husband too feels the craving 
for his wife’s companionship in everything 
that concerns and interests him. In the course of 
time he learns that due to unfavourable customs or 
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lack of culture in his wife, she is unfit to participate 
in all the phases of his life. He gives up this idea 
in despair and tries to make friendship with women 
of other nations who seem better fitted to create 
interest in him. Many young men have frantically 
been trying to produce hybrids in blood on the plea 
that our girls are ill-educated and so incapable of 
making their life happy. I would say, though, that 
our girls are illiterate but not uneducated. I don’t 
like to lay much emphasis on this lame excuse as |] 
have seen hundreds of men after their Western 
education who are not only living a happy life with 
their old fashioned wives, but who have also brought 
‘about reform in their homes. This is the meaning 
of real education. Education should not be a means 
of bringing abig cleavage between the educated 
and the uneducated but it should be an instrument 
of unity and harmony among people. It should 
serve to supply the needs and necessities of the 
home, society and the country. Inthis connection I 
would only say that our poor young men living in 
the present to whom the past and the future mean 
nothing act, sometimes, like lunatics. They lack 
strong will power and firmness of character. Cha- 
racter is the pivot on which the whole value of a 
person hinges and a woman’s character -is her 
strength, strength for her future progress and deve- 
lopment. We have seen that there are four 
‘fundamental factors: for the development of one’s 
ccharacter—the home, the school, the church and the 
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society. All these fundamental factors have been 
day and night trying to develop one aspect of life. 
Unfortunately such an important thing has been 
neglected by us. Our homes are disorganised 
centres of quarrels, our schools are good for 
nothing, our society simply does not exist and our 
mosques are monopolised by our selfish men on the 
plea that they are polluted by the presence of 
women. Thus when the deeper motives and higher 
principles of life are either ignored or are made 
secondary how can nobleness and high mindedness 
result? Good grain must be sown even though 
it may be apparently unproductive for a time. 
Some day it will put forth a blade and come into 
ear. When the need comes the growth will be 
rapid. 

Our young men should determine to see the 
women of their community as more than the pro- 
genitors of children. Women’s duty is not only the 
perpetuation of the race but to be real Muslim 
mothers with the inheritance of bravery, patience, 
forbearance and love, to see that they are the fittest 
preceptors and educators of their children, and so we 
must see that our girls draw nourishment not only 
from English fairy tales but also take delight in the 
lives of our own heroes and heroines. The 
Mohammedan conception of the complete seclusion 
of women has also carried countless evils in its train. 
The uneducated women have become through ages 
of neglect a prey to ignorance and superstitions and 
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victims of men’s selfishness. Yet in spite of century 
after century of debasing customs the higher ideals 
have never died away, even though outward condi- 
tions have altered and in recent years as we have 
seen with the revival of national life this ideal has 
come again to the front. The seclusion has under- 
mined their health, has made them an economic 
burden, has made their education difficult and it has 
crammed, narrowed and repressed their personality. 
The intrinsic worth of our women is very high 
and their outstanding qualities are dignity, repose, 
idealism, modesty, courtesy, hospitality, love of 
children, devotion to religion and a spirit of sacrifice. 
These wonderful qualities have been aspired to by 
the women of other countries. I would unhesi- 
tatingly say that those who oppose the education of 
women are not the friends of humanity but they are 
wicked enemies of the human race at large wher- 
ever they may be. 

Unfortunately the word ‘education ”’ itself 1s 
misinterpreted and is mistaken for the passing of 
examinations and acquiring of diplomas. Hence it 
is concluded that it is necessary for teachers and 
for poor girls who have to earn their living. The 
real meaning of the word 1s as follows :— 


Every child comes into the world with an 
equipment of inborn tendencies and _ capacities 
which tend fo call forth certain responses to certain 
stimuli. The baby will cry out because of discom- 
fort or pain. He willin time reach out for bright 
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objects. These he will manipulate and he will-make - 
exploratory movements, moving his arms and legs 
vigorously. He will manifest anger, fear or tendencies 
depending upon the stimuli used. These tendencies 
are highly modifiable and they are conditioned by 
environmental contact. He learns to associate the 
milk- bottle with food if the bottle is given to him. 
He associates food with.crying. If.upon making.a 
definite sound a certain satisfaction recurs he will 
give that sound whenever he wants that satisfac- 
tion. In this way a whole series of new responses 
may be built into the child’s mental mechanism. 


Two things are clearly involved ; the child and 
the environment, and in their interaction changes 
take place in both. Environmental stimuli are 
constantly changing and so is the child. New 
adjustments need to be made. The tendency may 
be to respond in a certain way to an environmental 
situation but when it is found that the situation has 
slightly changed and the old response does not fit 
in, it is necessary to modify the old response. 
These modifications and interconnections become 
more and more complex as life continues, especi- 
ally if the person retains in a large degree the 
power of adjusting himself to new situations, ideas 
and contacts. The modifying of these tendencies 
and responses in an individual is what is known 
as education and the process of making such 
changes is learning. Hence a person may be as 
terate but not uneducated. 
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I feel that I must give credit to the young men 
of this century who seem full of enthusiasm and 
spirit for the revival of their national life. Their 
philanthrophic work is indispensable for the re- 
generation of our community. Recently I was 
speaking to a young friend of mine in whom I found 
an inborn aptitude to serve humanity. Our talk 
was on the abolition of the purdah system. He in 
his youthful ardour mentioned what he was going 
to do after his return. The scheme laid for this 
achievement was avery simple one and of course 
not very thoughtful. It was just to induce some of 
his friends to bring out their sisters out of their 
homes. But the future of those poor illiterate girls 
who are so ill acquainted with the character of the 
other sex has not yet been considered by him. But 
when such reformative spirits unite they can do 
wonders. Personally I am not for revolution as 
revolutions destroy too much, even though they may 
be productive for the time being. In the end they 
are very harmful. Any progress or growth if it is 
to be real and sure must be gradual and slow. 

I end my talk with one sentence. A cultured 
mother is not only the fittest preceptor and educator 
of her children; she is also a constant source of 
delight to them when she is educated. 


CHARACTER AND EDUCATION 


HARACTER is the crown of one’s life and it is 
the pivot upon which the whole personality of 
a person is built up. It is the source of one’s 
progress, success, and happiness in life. It is a 
matter of growth from within and is acquired by 
one’s own efforts irrespective of worldly position, 
It is made up from a life of contact and _ self-disci- 
pline. It is the controlled self by the organisation of 
one’s instincts and sentiments into the master 
sentiments. It is strong when the organisation is 
close and comprehensive, it is weak when there are 
loose ends lying about. It is the sum total of the 
native basis of disposition and temperament which 
vary in different people of different races. They 
are the motive power of all thought and action. 
They are favoured or checked to a certain extent by 
social circumstances, environment and training. 


Modern educationists have been professing to 
regard character as the best aspect of human life, 
but actual practice has not borne out such a profes- 
sion. The fact is character has been too narrowly 
interpreted, its intellectual, emotional, and moral 
aspects have been insufficiently recognised and it 
has been too lightly taken for granted as an auto- 
matic product of a time honoured system. Any 
specific attempt in that direction has been consi- 
dered as superfluous on account of its not producing 
quick returns that could readily be measured. 
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If we only know that training of character is to 
form certain habits whether intellectual, emotional 
or moral we come to a definite understanding as to 
what we mean by character. These habits may be 
lasting or temporary. Formation of them needs a 
constant and vigilant watch and a careful study of 
methods adopted in adjustment of means to ends 
and their reaction on the taught. It also should be 
remembered that the different sides of character 
cannot be dissociated in practice but they can be 
involved in the task of establishing discipline, which 
should not be external and repressive. 


What is the relationship between character and 
intelligence and how is intellectual character formed ¢ 
Mental faculties such as the power of observation, 
imagination, reasoning, thinking and judgment 
begin from the very early age of three or four. And 
the instincts of curiosity, constructiveness and com- 
bativeness also develop side by side. Children feel 
an impelling force within to express themselves in 
different ways, to act and to construct things. 
Expression and construction in different forms are 
conducive to satisfaction and happiness. If oppor- 
tunities and facilities are logically and systematically 
provided to children to express themselves freely 
and independently the mental faculties develop. If 
a good foundation is laid and a good taste for read- 
ing and thoughtful study is created they will be in a 
position to increase their knowledge by their own 
effort in later life, But no logical and systematic 
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development of the instincts is attempted. either at 
home or at school, hence the results of primary 
schools are somewhat disappointing. In later years 
the early curiosity is lost, and the instruments of. 
acquiring knowledge not being put to a profitable 
use begin to decay. The development of intellect 
mostly depends upon the sympathetic treatment on 
the calm, healthy, happy condition of their minds, 
upon making the matter as simple as possible to be 
understood by the children. While developing 
intellectual character one should try to understand 
the motives, interests, and instincts of the children 
and try to work with them and not against them. 
The instincts are the greatest ally of an educator. 


Formation of lasting intellectual habits need 
particular attention both by parents and _ teachers. 
These are formed in one's own life when one is in 
the stage of preparing for the art of life. But in 
actual practice it is difficult to form genuine habits 
as life both at home and in school is made as artifi- 
cial as possible. The artificiality of life does not 
help the powers of mind to be lively and habitual. 
Hence both. young and old live a dual form of life. 
One is a real life in which they can express them- 
selves freely and independently by following their 
own instincts in a cramped and unprofitable way. 
The other is by submitting themselves to a regime 
which seems to them as arbitrary and hindering in 
their efforts at self-expression. Hence reward and 
punishment, praise and blame, and various appeals 
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to the spirit of competition as an incentive to effort 
have been advised and used. These, no doubt, serve 
a temporary purpose but they cannot produce 
lasting intellectual habits as things done from exter- 
nal motives do not necessarily become habits having 
effect on life. The result is that people are devoid 
of intellect. Even those who have developed the so- 
called intellect in their school career relapse into 
intellectual apathy after leaving it. This is due to 
their not having undergone some fundamental 
change during the developing stage. The fact is 
that people after completing their educutional career. 
are left to themselves without external influence to 
direct their intellect or make an intellectual effort 
by themselves, hence they take leave of all their 
motives for intellectual effort. 


What is most essential is to bring education 
and reality into line with each other by establishing 
a connection between instincts and learning. This 
may produce some difficulties owing to differences 
between individuals and subjects but a great deal 
of resourcefulness, imagination, and sympathy on 
the part of teachers and parents will solve the 
problem. All creative activities do bring education 
into line. The theoretical education leaves very 
little chance for the formation of intellectual 
channels. Every step in the imparting of knowledge 
should be accompanied by practice, illustration; 
personal taste or hobbies. The readiness of the 
teachers and parents to meet children half way 
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may profoundly influence their attitude towards 
further education. Some educationists advocate an 
almost unlimited degree of freedom to children. 
But this is not advisable as children cannot be 
treated from the outset as if they possessed matured 
judgment, experience and_ self-knowledge. No 
doubt they are rational beings. The purpose of 
any educator worthy of the name should be to make 
children clearly understand the end and the object 
of the work. If it is put in an intrinsic rather 
than an extrinsic form it will be within their power of 
apprehension. Children cannot understand the far- 
off end. It may be considered that every stage of 
work cannot be made interesting. People do not 
hesitate to do any hard work if they know the pur- 
pose of it. The same is the case with children. It 
does not mean that the teacher in order to make 
the work interesting should try to make them shirk 
dificult work. The present system of providing 
students with printed notes has resulted in disaster, 
it has produced decay of their intellectual powers, 
has cramped their personality and suppressed their 
power of expression. It will probably be admitted 
that while forming intellectual habits drudgery will 
make the children unable to confront difficulties 
manfully and to persevere at dull work. Drudgery 
can easily be avoided by bringing into play dramatic 
performances, entertainments, displays, debates, 
short lectures by scholars,. a school magazine, in- 
vestigations into matters of local interest, the provi- 
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sion of various forms of equipment for the school, 
exhibitions and such things as Parents’ day. These 
also help to make the school life interesting and real. 

It may be argued that children face drudgery 
from a sense of duty. This hard saying may cause 
an unreasonable strain on their minds. Grown up 
people perform work involving drudgery from a 
sense of duty when they are satisfied that it serves 
some useful purpose. Children also will do the 
same when they are identified with a similar pur- 
pose. “ Reason proclaims my duty and my sense 
of duty impels me to do it." Duty means precise 
devotion to various kinds of good in proportion to 
their relative values and importance. It is an 
impulse to action and comprises moral sentiment 
and the development of the self-regarding senti- 
ment. It enables one to judge rightly of the 
relative value of moral good a#nd impels one to 
pursue the best. It can be acquired by any person 
by aslow process of growth under the constant 
pressure of social environment and moral tradition. 

Emotional character refines one’s feeling and 
widens the personal range by providing worthy 
appeals and worthy outlets. There is no definite 
distinction between intellectual and emotional cha- 
racter. Intellect and emotions act and react upon 
each other. Intellectual development increases one’s 
own aspirations and produces the sense of pleasure 
which accompanies the realisation of a purpose 
and which is an inspiration to further efforts. 
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‘Creative activities such as music, poetry, 
drawing, painting, rhythmic exercises and handi- 
crafts, do directly inspire and express . special 
feelings and develop the attitude of creation and 
appreciation. Unluckily some people take a strictly 
utilitarian view of education and belittle the influence 
of creative activities on the human mind. The means 
of living are indispensable but they are after all only 
means and not ends. People are gradually realising 
that mere theoretical education is not everything and 
that they should be made to get more out of their 
lives. To raise the standard of living one needs not 
only to improve one’s material conditions but one 
also. requires fine feeling and the appreciation of 
beauty. Emotions inevitably play a great part in 
life. In connection with these it is essential as in 
other branches of education to start from what the 
children already appreciate and understand. 


Moral character is developed through environ- 
mental contact mostly by the teacher but also 
through the everyday incidents of importance in 
the school and home life such as mutual courtesy, 
‘cheerful obedience to duty, consideration and 
respect for others and kindness to animals. These 
ideals leave an indelible impression on children’s 
young minds. These cannot be inculcated by mere 
oral precepts but by the exercise and practice of 
them in daily life. That is what is required for the 
development of these qualities. Responsibility of 
‘certain work entrusted. to children develops their 
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sense of responsibility and inspires sufficient respect 
in them and it helps them to exact a high standard of 
‘behaviour from others. The sense of social respon- 
sibility is developed at hume and in school. The 
school being a large body is an appropriate place to 
give its members the conception of collective life. 
It is small enough to. bring it home to them that 
each one can play an important part for or against 
its interest. Social activities promote. co-operation, 
power organisation, sense of justice, fairness, res- 
ponsibility, reasonableness, unselfishness, chivalry, 
and good temper. The games teach children how 
to bear themselves well both as winners and losers 
and develops a high degree of insight, and wisdom 
in their application to social service. 


There are certain things in which the develop- 
ment of moral character should be direct. Warning 
against intemperance, gambling and theft carry 
conviction, and a direct appeal to reason is possible, 
as the harmful consequences of such habits are 
obvious. Cleanliness and order should be insisted 
upon from the outset. Teaching of morals against 
dishonesty and other similar faults which undermine 
character must be dogmatic. Instruction in them 
should be serious and definite. Even in religious 
instruction definite warning will develop personality 
and character. Mere negative teaching in such 
cases wearies the listener and provokes antagonism 
which defeats its own purpose. 


Thus we see there is a close relationship 
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between the instincts, interest and motives, and 
education. Character is the sum total of them all. 
The educator can do much to foster the growth of 
worthy sentiments by holding them up as ideals 
to be achieved, by bringing education and reality 
into line, by bridging the gulf between school and 
home life. Character and education act and react 
upon each other. One without the other is a body 
without a soul. 


THE EDUCATIVE VALUE OF THE GIRL 
GUIDE MOVEMENT 


Te Girl Guide training commences when the 
girls are in the formative stage of mental, 
physical and moral development. It creates oppor- 
tunities for the full play of their spirit of adventure 
and of service. Its system of games and practices 
make a wide appeal to girls of all communities 
irrespective of their rigid social customs. It provides 
them with the healthy and useful companionship of 
girls of the same age, ideas, and ideals under the 
leadership of an experienced and active sister. It 
unites them all into a junior League of Nations. 


Guiding is the greatest factor for the develop- 
ment of one’s character. Mere moral sentiments 
professed by teachers in class rooms do not con- 
stitute character. It is not an imposed object but an 
acquired ideal. It is acquired through environmental 
contact in one’s daily life. It 1s formed by a life of 
self-discipline, self-sacrifice and introspection. Ge- 
nuine admiration of another’s excellence acts as 
a powerful incentive in the formation of character. 
Thus Guiding supplies the most essential need of 
education—the development of character, which is 
the most neglected thing in our country. The 
present system of girl’s education has created a big 
gap and a cleavage between home and school life. 
Our girls with all their degrees and experiences of 


school life are unfit to help in domestic matters. 
14 
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Guiding with its subjects such as_house-craft, 
mother-craft, sick-nursing, child welfare and social 
service serves the greatest purpose of education 
and bridges the gulf. House-craft is an essential 
subject in a girl’s life in a country where 98% of the 
girls are destined to marry, and where the homes of 
the majority of the people are not well organised. 
The Guides with their skilled knowledge of that art 
introduce a new spirit in all that pertains to home 
management and make the homes healthy, happy 
and attractive. In these days of high prices and 
shortage of domestic help, the knowledge of house- 
craft gives them power and creates a delightful 
feeling of self-reliance and independence. 


It is needless to say how the child marriage 
system of our country has been the chief cause of 
the infant and girl-mothers’ mortality and morbidity. 
Inexperienced girls in their early teens are married 
and are supposed to face the great responsibility of 
motherhood. So much of the health of a child 
depends upon the mother’s efficient care and upon 
her creating healthy and regular habits in it. Mother- 
craft requires a good deal of practical experience 
which is provided in a well organised Guide com- 
pany. They are taught to handle dolls and how to 
bathe, feed and nurse them when a_ supposed 
sickness comes. Thus Guiding prepares girls to 
face the great responsibility of motherhood. In this 
country when illness or ill-health comes to a house- 
hold it is usually due to improper feeding, insufficient 
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fresh air and want of exercise. Guides with their 
authentic knowledge of sick nursing are a source 
of help in emergencies and are competent and 
intelligent nurses. 


No one can deny the fact that Indians and 
especially ladies are amazingly impractical and con- 
sequently inefficient. They lack initiative and driving 
power. The educational system of our country 
being theoretical has made the girls both psychologi- 
cally and physiologically disinclined to work. The 
idea has gained ground in them that manual labour 
and even domestic work are below their dignity. 
Guiding has a practical bias and it is the practical 
side of education. It develops the spirit of adven- 
ture in them and gives a new zest in life. It 
develops taste for hobbies and handicraft by 
providing vocational or industrial training. Liking 
for hand work might ultimately give a girl a living 
opening for her life’s work, when the struggle for 
existence among the poor is growing keener and 
keener. Vocational training removes from their 
minds wrong notions about manual labour. 


Physical health and a healthy condition of mind 
are the basis upon which all mental education must 
necessarily be founded. Not only is the physically 
unfit girl likely to be below the average of mental 
capacity, but the actual development of the brain is 
largely influenced by means of physical activities. 
Guiding aims at the improvement of the general 
physique, prevention and correction of faulty move- 
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merit and the ‘teaching of a good posture for the 
body. It includes games, athletic sports, swimming, 
riding and dancing. Such activities form good 
habits. The physical stamina among the school 
going girls of our country is at its lowest ebb; 
hence the value of Girl Guiding in education of the 
girls 1s indispensable. 


The Guide training is designed to fill up the 
leisure time of girls). The long vacations are the 
days of wasting on the plea of well earned rest. 
Adolescence is an age when girls like to do some- 
thing or other and they cannot be kept quiet. If 
their energy is not directed towards useful activities 
they fall an easy prey to harmful ones. The Guide 
training gives them helpful and useful activities and 
encourages them to learn plenty of things by using 
their hands, eyes, ears and voice. It helps them to 
do good turns and directs their mind towards useful 
activities. Vocational training satisfies their creative 
instinct and develops the spirit of self-dependence 
inthem. It saves them from unsuitable compani- 
onship and its harmful influences. 


In school one is apt to develop the spirit of 
competition by offering rewards and punishment, 
praise and blame and other varied appeals to the 
pupils as an incentive to effort. But the relation- 
ships established by such temptations are neither 
lasting nor healthy. On the other hand, they 
develop the spirit of rivalry. Guiding unlike this 
develops team spirit and unity. The members 
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keep steadily in view the welfare and dignity of the 
whole company. Guiding develops collective interest 
and individual efficiency. 


If the aim of Guiding is the same as that of 
education and if it supplements and complements 
education how should it be run? Will school 
mistresses with their theoretical education and 
with a little smattering knowledge of Guiding be 
efficient Guides? Will they inspire Guide ideals in 
the hopeful ? The answer is an emphatic no. Guid- 
ing needs quite a different treatment; it needs the 
service of selfless workers. Those who work not for 
remuneration or fame but for the love of the work 
and for the sake of the work, should be interested 
in the Guide movement. It needs the lead of the ° 
women of broad outlook, keen insight and courage- 
ous vision. The inspiration from such leaders should 
give a new life and new orientation, altogether, to 
the movement. They should be able to make 
people realise the usefulness of the movement. 


The Guide organisation to be progressive 
should be supported by the people themselves 
with endowment, subscription, donation or other 
help. It should be self-supporting and should be 
an independent organisation. It must be free from 
the control of the education department and there 
must be a systematic blending and a harmonious 
co-operation between the two organisations — the 
education department and the Guide movement. 
There should be mutual understanding and help 
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between the three fundamental educative factors— 
the home, the school and Guiding. 


‘The Guide movement should be made more 
popular among the people if it is to make a wide 
appeal to them. The present world is called the 
world of reasoning and people being sensible 
cannot be taken in by mere profession or by 
demonstrations like Rallies. Success in anything 
does not come by talk; one has to achieve it. The 
deeds of Guides either in the service of home or of 
society must speak. 


The method of training of Guides in our coun- 
try is very unsatisfactory. Ina State where there 
are eight big Districts there should be at least one 
training centre in each one of them. One perma- 
nent training centre in the headquarters for higher 
training like an Ordinary Diploma and the Chief's 
Diploma is necessary. Each training centre should 
be under the direction of a Commandant and it 
should be open for certain periods in the year, 
where definite instruction in elementary and 
advanced Guide work should be given. Lectures 
and practical demonstrations should be often 
arranged. Guiding should be made compulsory 
in all schools, colleges, boardings and hostels by 
the Department of Education but the responsibility 
of running companies should be entrusted to the 
Guide organisation. 

In this country every kind of activity is given 
too much petting by the Government. This has 
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made people indifferent to their own duties of social 
service, and to look to Government aid for every- 
thing. This mentality of dependence on Govern- 
ment support has made them think that nothing 
can be done without Government patronage. This 
attitude of the people can be compared to a certain 
extent to that of parasites. It has killed the spirit 
of individuality and initiative in them. No society 
and no organisation can prosper so long as it 
depends upon the support of others. The Guide 
movement needs the help of a selfless leader to 
reorganise, to inspire, and to encourage the women 
of the country to take to Guiding and to do their 
duty to the progress and upliftment of the young 
generation of their country. 


THE GIRL GUIDE MOVEMENT IN INDIA 


As presented by Mrs. Hussain at the Council Fire 
Meeting of the 8th World Conference of the International 
Girl Guide and Girl Scouts held at Adelboden, Switzerland, 
October, 1984. 





ia presenting a report for India it is necessary to 

bring forward some of the many problems 
which we have to face and to overcome. India is 
spoken of as a country, but in reality it is more 
like a continent, containing many countries, differ- 
ing largely in race, language, creed and customs. 
The population of India is 370,000,000, of which 
only about 15 per cent. can read and write. 


To give some idea of distance, let me say that 
if Miss Mallinson and I, the delegates from India, 
wished to call on each other there, we should have 
to travel day and night fora week. These difficul- 
ties are, however, overcome in Guiding as is 
shown by the fact that each year, when the All- 
India camp is held, Guiders travel thousands of 
miles. |Last November the camp was held at 
Lahore, and Her Excellency the Vicereine flew 
from Delhi to spend a day in this camp. She took 
part in the World Flag Ceremony, to which 
fourteen Provinces brought World Flags, with their 
provincial badges embroidered on them. Her 
Excellency also encourages prominent Indians to 
take an interest in the movement by becoming 
Vice-Patrons. 
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_ At this camp were Guiders of all creeds, 
Brahmins, other Hindus, Mohammedans, Parsees, — 
Sikhs, Jews, Roman Catholics and Protestants. 
The wonder is that all these types sleep and eat 
and work together. And still more wonderful is 
the way in which each Guide plays her part in 
working for the success of the whole. As, for 
instance, Her Highness the Maharani of Sanglli, 
when asked to take the salute at morning colours, 
excused herself on the grounds of being otherwise 
occupied with her washing-up patrol. Her Highness 
the Maharani of Mysore has shown her appreciation 
of the movement by giving a large donation, and 
His Highness presented the Guides with a beautiful 
headquarters building. The foundation of this 
building was laid by the Chief Guide of Mysore, 
her Highness the Yuvarani. On this occasion the 
Guides presented His Highness with a piece of 
embroidery, the trefoil in gold on a red ground— 
the colour of the State flag. This was much 
appreciated by His Highness, both for the work 
itself and for the sentiment behind it. Messages 
were also received from the Yuvraj,* who 1s the 
Chief Scout of Mysore, and from the World Chief 
Scout and the World Chief Guide themselves. 


In Kashmir, too, the Maharani has shown 
keen interest in the Guides of her State. Last 
autumn all the Guides and Bluebirds were invited 
to tea at the Palace. Her Highness was much 

* Now H. H. the Maharaja of Mysore. 
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entertained by the programme, which was ‘A day 
in Camp in Miniature.”” Tiny tents were pitched, 
the Guides went to sleep in them, woke up, made 
tea, did a few exercises, staged a fracture which 
had to be dealt with during the meal, washed a 
baby, and ended up with camp-fire. The young 
Prince, who was then two anda half years old, made 
delightful remarks, such as: “Funny girls!” 
“Broken Leg!”. He himself gave each Guide and 
Bluebird a present as they left, looking up at each 
one with a most seraphic smile. 

Her Highness the Maharani of Travancore 
translated Girl Guiding into the language of 
her own people. The Promise and Laws are the 
same as in Great Britain. But for second class the 
Child Nurse Test is taken instead of Morse. This is 
most important, as the legal marriage age is still 
only fourteen, and infant mortality terribly high. 
The fact that girls who become Guides are taught 
to look after a child appeals very much to the 
mothers. Gentleness, patience and forbearance 
are striking characteristics of Indian womanhood. 


The following extracts from the Report of 
Guiding in India will show better than I can what 
is being achieved: 

“Only one and a half hours a week, and yet 
Bluebirds’ training does leave its mark on the small 
girl and bring into her life many lovely things that 
are sadly lacking, at any rate in the case of many 
Indian children. To be free for one and a half 
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hours to learn things for yourself without the baby 
who is for ever clinging to your hip, to learn to see 
the beauty in the sunset and the palms, to hear 
stories of adventure and romance, to dance and sing 
and make believe ; should not such things be the 
heritage of every child? Yet to how many of 
India’s little toiling daughters are they denied?” 

At first it was among the more fortunate 
children who had the privilege of going to school 
that Bluebird flocks made their appearance. Now 
the movement is spreading to _ out-of-the-way 
villages and to the children of illiterate folk. 


In Bengal, coolie communities are being 
reached, as in Ragshat, where the flock caters for 
little Mohammedan girls who have never been to 
school. In Cawnpore it is hoped to starta flock 
among the mill children. Bombay reports one 
flock working among children of the depressed 
classes and another in a blind school. Hyderabad 
State reports a flock in the Brahmin community. 


In a country where Guiding is frequently 
looked upon with suspicion, the Bluebird flock can 
pave the way for the training of older girls. This 
is what seems to be happening in many districts. 
Sixteen new flocks are reported from the Punjab 
this year, nearly all in areas before untouched. 
Bluebird work is only the beginning, and we hope 
many of the children will pass on to be Guides. But 
in India, due to early marriage and other connected 
customs, all will never have that privilege, so while 
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we can, let us train the Indian child (who will so 
soon have the responsibility of wifehood and 
motherhood thrust upon her) in character and 
intelligence, skill and handicraft, physical health 
and development, and service for others. 


As for the Rangers, during last year Rangers 
proved themselves good citizens in: 


(a) Helping regularly with Guides, Bluebirds, 
or Wolfcubs in schools for blind, deaf, or otherwise 
defective children and in a reformatory for boys ; 

(b) Visiting regularly and teaching games, 
handicrafts, etc., in a children’s remand home, and 
helping in a nursery school in a mill area; 


(c) Collecting and repairing old toys, for the 
Red Cross Society ; 

(d) Teaching and demonstrating village hygi- 
ene and sanitation and helping with adult education 
in villages. 

A large number of the Rangers are Cadet 
Rangers learning the joys and responsibilities of 
Guiding with the definite purpose of future service in 
the Guide Movement. Companies of Cadet Rangers 
are to be found now in the majority of Teachers’ 
Training Colleges and schools and even in Arts 
and Medical Colleges, and from them will come 
both future Guiders and women prepared to take 
an intelligent and active interest in the (Guide 
Movement. Some of the Cadet Rangers are already 
translating songs, games and general Guide litera- 
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ture into various vernaculars, and helping in other 
ways to adapt Guiding to Indian conditions. 


Every year guiders—British, Indian, and 
Anglo-Indian are trained at the Y.M.C.A. Training 
Centre, Ootacamund. Other training is held in 
different parts of India three times a year. India 
will always be proud of Miss Rustomjee, a Parsee, 
who took her Red Cord Diploma with such flying 
colours. 


The total number of Guides in India is now 
29,741, an increase of 6,262 since 1932. These 
numbers include one blind company, two leper 
companies, one leper flock, one company in a 
rescue home, one company in a Borstal Jail, and 
Lone Guides. 


HEREDITY 


A contribution to a discussion held in Bangalore under 
the auspices of the Bangalore Discussion Group. 





¢¢ "OHE Cornerstone of Mendelism, Lamarckism 

and Darwinism deservedly hold the honour 
of having made the world think in terms of evolu- 
tion...” These men not only proved their theories 
by facts and experiments but also by their powerful 
explanations influenced the thought of the world for 
one or two generations, even after their death. They 
put forward and emphasized one or two essential 
factors to the exclusion of others. This gave rise to 
controversy but none of the theorists have arrived 
at a very satisfactory answer to our queries. 


Mendel’s theory of the cornerstone applies only 
when the parents have contrasted characteristics, 
which donot blend. The result is the dominant 
character showing itself in the proportion of three to 
one over the recessive. By further experiment he 
proved the ratio sometimes varies. He emphasized 
that the physical and the mental aptitude or capacity 
or lack of it is settled to some extent by its heredity. 
His theory is based on the proposition that no two 
persons are alike. 


Lamarck stressed the part played by the 
living organism and offered a natural explanation 
of evolution: that creatures having an inward 
urge to realize their needs, such as intellectual, 
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physical, social and moral, to adapt themselves 
to their environment, change their natural habits, 
and even modify their bodily structure. His 
latter assumption has given rise to a_ great 
controversy which has not been finally settled. 


What are the essentials of Darwin’s doctrine ? 
He laid stress on the following: that living crea- 
tures are very prolific and so they have to struggle 
for food ; that variations occur and are transmissible 
and that the result is the survival of the fittest and 
the elimination of the unfit. He recognised two 
kinds of innate variations and ignored their origins. 


The theory of transmission is accepted by other 
theorists. McDougal says that the modifications 
acquired by the parents are found in the offspring. 
He adds that the process of transmission is very 
slow and gradual. The children learn what ts useful 
from their parents easily. Mr. Bernard Shaw says 
that different species of animals have sprung froma 
common ancestry and that higher forms of life have 
evolved from lower by a process of gradual and 

orderly change. 


Let us examine the opposite view of the theory 
of transmission. Galton says that the body grows 
by the multiplication of cells from the germ-cell. 
These productive cells take no part in the develop- 
ment of the body, and are continuous from one 
generation to another. ‘“ Thus the parent is rather 
the trustee of the germ-plasm than the producer of 
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the child.” Professor Hugo De Vries of Amster- 
dam and Sir John Adams refuted the theory of 
transmission and said that the appearance of the 
parent’s special characteristics in their children may 
be due not to heredity but to having been brought 
up in the company of their parents. They intro- 
duced a new term called “ social heredity.” 


What is the word heredity itself? Ross says it 
is a word used to cover a number of familiar facts 
which may be summed up inthe propositions such 
as “like tends to beget like’’ and “a chip of the 
old block.” These are often used in daily talk 
when one means that children receive mental and 
physical traits from their parents. McBride opined 
that the word heredity itself is a misleading meta- 
phor drawn from human laws of succession in 
property. People attribute much to heredity that is 
rather due to environment. 


Mere learned words are often a means of con- 
cealing ignorance of facts. A plain man believes 
implicitly in any idea put forward before him. No 
one dare deny the fact that children are born with 
a certain inborn aptitude which develops with the 
help of external forces. The present world is rightly 
called the age of reasoning. No one believes in 
things implicitly without discussing both sides of a 
question. In these days one finds that people are 
mostly after artificial things, so artificial selection 
has replaced the natural one. The idea of keeping 
up the mental or physical fitness of the race is on 
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longer held now. Medical research with its dis- 
coveries has improved the methods of living a 
healthy life and specific guidance about the care of 
babies and mothers has proved that the unfit are not 
eliminated. The improved scientific methods of 
production have helped people to produce enough for 
living beings. Different acts passed now and then 
to mitigate suffering have helped people to live long- 
er. The development of education provides equal 
opportunity to all, irrespective of caste and race, to 
get intellectual, physical or vocational education 
according to the inborn aptitude of the individual. 
The old theory that only a few gifted people deserve 
education has disappeared from the world. Hence 
we see that commonsense and the fruit of ex- 
perience should not be surrendered to any theory 
however plausible it may be. Although heredity 
plays a part yet it is not the prime factor in human 
life. 


WOMAN AS AN INDIVIDUAL 


eee tons made by the psychologist of 

to-day have revealed the fact that there 1s 
absolutely no particular intellectual difference 
between man and woman. Both of them are born 
with an equipment of inborn tendencies and capa- 
cities which induce certain responses to certain 
stimuli. These tendencies are highly modifiable 
and they are conditioned by environmental contact. 
The instincts, emotions and feelings of both man 
and woman have the same effect and influence on 
body and mind. The personality of both develops 
on the same principle and it is cramped under the 
Same circumstances. 


A woman as an individual possesses a definite 
view of her destiny as a unit of life. The nature of 
the universe is such that it provides opportunities 
for everyone to maintain in some way or other the 
kind of individuality necessary for the final working 
out of human action. Individuality of action and 
thought are the highest aspirations of the human 
mind. The highest delight of the individual lies in 
her gradual growth, in self-possession, in unique- 
ness and in her intensity of activity as a person. 
Her individuality develops with the free play of her 
desires and other human instincts. In consequence 
of her developed individuality it makes her imposs- 
ible to bear the burden of another and do what is 
not to her own personal satisfaction. Whatever may 
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be her final fate, it does not mean the loss of her 
own individuality but it may be she is suppressed 
or cramped under unfavourable and trying circum- 
stances. The control of her individual activity 
shows that she is free causally and uses her own 
free will. The Holy Quran emphatically says that 
“man is the trustee of a free personality which he 
accepted at his peril’ and rejects the idea of 
redemption. 


The word ‘I’ has its own significance. It is 
simply an indivisible object. A human being is a 
gregarious animal. She may be one of the group 
yet she is different from it. Her membership of 
the group makes her a specific being in her own 
eyes. The idea of self and self-respect is foremost 
in human beings. Individuality of a person does 
much to give her a clear idea of herself and her 
powers. Her co-operation with others only creates 
a new world and ideas in her which she exclusively 
uses to her own interest. Individuality of a person 
is conducive to that person’s progress. It raises a 
person above dependence and develops the habit of 
self-control and self-reliance. It directs her in- 
tellectual power to discover what is the most right 
thing for her to do and what is the most worth 
doing. New efforts are made and new ideas are 
collected by her which increase the value of the 
self. The self in the act of persevering, judging 
and acting is appreciated and its prominence is kept 
steadily in view. The idea of self-regard and self- 
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prominence in an environment of contradiction and 
repression is subordinated. 


Human consciousness forms the centre of 
human thought and action. Itis a living element 
in a human being and it is a point upon which one’s 
own personality is built up. It is a disciplining 
factor and helps realization of self and the per- 
manence of self-respect. Realization of self is 
possible only when there is freedom of thought and 
action and freedom from contradiction. Human 
consciousness in its matured form points to the 
highest level of personality which is attributed as a 
characteristic of an individual. But in actual life, 
especially in the life of a woman, it is taken for a 
passive element and as a passive state of expecta- 
tion. There can be no error as pressing and grave 
as this. It is a state in which the individual catches 
an idea of fresh aspects of self-realization and 
prepares herself for adjustment to those aspects. 
Elimination of unfavourable ones follows suit. Thus 
a person tries to possess a clear and matured 
consciousness which results in the development 
of inner experiences and that of decision and 
judgment. 


A desire for a certain object is natural in 
human beings. It is essentially one’s own. When 
the purpose is personal it becomes stronger. One 
leaves no stone unturned to achieve the end. The 
satisfaction of a desire means one’s own enjoyment 
and its denial results in dissatisfaction and ill- 
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feeling. The satisfaction of another’s desire does 
not mean herown. A person may sympathise with 
somebody’s suffering but she cannot experience the 
extent of another’s pain. One’s pleasure and pain 
are one’s own and they torm a part and parcel of 
one’s own being. Similarly feelings, hates, loves, 
judgments and resolutions are exclusively one’s own. 
The development of these instincts depends upon 
one’s own environmental contact. They need free 
play and interaction for their development. The 
dissatisfaction of one’s desire does not mean its 
destruction but only its suppression. It may be 
aggressive at any time as opportunity occurs. 


An action is nothing but a desire put into prac- 
tice. ‘Practice makes _ perfect”. One’s action 
develops one’s experience. It is only the result of 
a series of acts. Actions and experience mutually 
refer to one another and hold together by the unity 
of directive purpose. One’s success in one’s pur- 
pose leads to another of the higher kind. Success 
in attempts develops one’s attitude for activities 
and aspirations. The action and experience of 
an individual though mutually independent are 
yet united. The changes in both run exactly on 
parallel lines with a pre-established harmony. The 
power to act freely is a constant factor in the 
‘life of an individual and it prepares an individual 
for a future career. In surroundings where an 
independent action is not possible the experience 
remains inefficient. The individuality is killed by 
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disuse and without it there is no free thinking and 
- acting. Thought dissects and analyses one’s feeling 
which helps the formation of a strong will power. 
Individuality is the root of everything good and 
decent. The progress of humanity with its culture 
and civilisation is possible only when the individu- 
ality of the human being is maintained and deve- 
loped. 


Under polygamous marriage a woman is called 
upon to live in an environment which invades her 
private life. She is compelled to subordinate all 
her instincts and emotions to the repressive environ- 
ment. Her natural life cannot be maintained and 
she begins to live a dual life by reducing it toa 
mere mechanical system. Her idea 1s concentrated 
only on making her life in the house possible. The 
sense of dependence on others for her happiness, 
effects a great change in her character. Implicit 
obedience to whimsical and fanciful mankind has 
made her cease to think 1n terms of her own indi- 
viduality. The general tendency among men to 
think of her as an inefficient and reasonless being 
has made her ideas limited and has narrowed her 
vision and outlook on life. Living constantly in an 
atmosphere of ignorance and restriction, her power 
of striving is killed. Her sense of reliance is a 
thing of the past, the sense of responsibility is 
almost destroyed with disuse, and her dynamic 
power of command is lost. She resigns herself as 
a mere puppet to the standard of the man-made 
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world and to that made by her rival. Being an 
experienced hand the latter possesses a command- 
ing influence on developed and fixed modes. As 
there is no bond of sympathy between these women, 
their inclination and aims are of opposite types. 
Often, a spirit of jealousy, dissatisfaction and ill- 
feeling is exhibited in their thoughts and deeds. 


The principle on which individuality is deve- 
loped is respect for the person and a considerate 
and living treatment of her feelings and pains. 
Liberty to do what she thinks dignified and decent 
and a mere suggestion as to the harmful conse- 
quences of her action if she does wrong are needed. 
It is a serious error to think that a woman who 1s 
carefully guarded at all times and checked at every 
action and thought can lead a successful life and 
manage her own affairs. Efficiency does not come 
by mere talk. A person should have a grounding 
in self-action. Personality does not come to one 
as aright. Itis to be achieved by personal efforts 
and freedom. A strong-willed husband maintains 
a weak-willed wife. A strong-willed rival in co- 
operation with the weak-willed man produces a 
human figure (her home rival) with the charac- 
teristics of a lamb—a woman with a negative 
character. 


POTENTIALITIES OF THE FUTURE 


| HAVE so far attempted to take stock of the re- 

ligious theory which sanctions women equal 
rights and status with man and which makes no 
difference between man and woman in secular and 
spiritual matters and of the treatment meted out to 
her in daily life. I have also dealt in detail with the 
causes that are responsible for the divergence 
between theory and practice. What are they? The 
neglect of her intellectual, social, physical, econo- 
mical and moral conditions, the lack of opportunities 
for their development, the system of polygamy and 
that of the hoarding of numerous women in the 
zenana on the pretext of protecting them from evils, 
the authoritative attitude of man towards her, her 
very life of inactivity where there are little chances 
of using her tendencies, talents and capacities and all 
these factors which have been the chief cause of the 
degenerations of the Indian nation in general and 
that of Muslims in particular. But what of the years 
to come? Can her condition in our country be 
expected to solve the difficulties, break down the 
barriers and bridge the gulf between theory and 
practice by creating a new era of comradeship, an 
ideal companionship and, an equal co-operation 
between man and woman in all the affairs of life ? 
Can it be so improved so as to make her an asset, a 
real help, a source from which all that is good and 
noble for the progress of a nation may be drawn 
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and make her stand on her own feet and be an 
equal among equals? The quotation speaks volumes 
for the fact. ‘“‘ Who shall raise and redeem the 
nation? Who if not you, you who are the educators 
and preceptors of it—will make it stand on its feet, 
stand erect among the nations an equal among 
equals, efficient to work out its own evolution and 
fulfil its God-given mission in the hfe of humanity.” 


What potentialities are there for the future? 


The world is rapidly changing and is becoming 
one neighbourhood. Old barriers of time and space 
are broken down. Environment is constantly chang- 
ing and giving birth to new ideas, ideals and 
fashions. The environmental contact is so great 
that it makes people change their tendencies and to 
adjust themselves to it. The change in some cases 
is a real one and in others imitative; yet there isa 
change. Association between nation and nation 1s 
growing so close that international problems of 
a varying nature are arising. Some of them cause 
friction, no doubt, but some unite the nations to 
exchange their ideas and ideals. Consequently the 
people of our country have begun to think of pre- 
serving their own culture, tradition and civilisation 
and to.take pride in them. The contributions made 
by different nations for human welfare are appreci- 
ated and attempts have been made to understand 
the customs, ideals and cultures of others witha 
view to seek a common interest in them. Great 
modern thinkers of our country have been making a 


234 


real contribution to the welfare and progress of their 
communities in particular and of Indians in general. 
These have been the real incentives in developing 
a spirit of self-realisation, self-responsibility and 
self-respect in most of them. A demand for self- 
expression, political liberty, religious freedom, social 
equality and economic justice is expressed every- 
where. A growing desire to serve one’s own 
country faithfully is felt in the united lives of men, 
women and youth. There is an unanimous support 
for women’s education and progress. Equal rights 
and suffrage have been granted to them by many 
of the Governments all over India by passing the 
following resolution. “That sex shall form no dis- 
qualification to women entering any position or 
profession for which she shows herself capable.” 
The motto of the most advanced countries: ‘Edu- 
cate that you may be free”’ is followed here by the 
majority of men. 


The time-spirit is permeating the hemisphere 
of womanhood with the necessity of progress. The 
sense of self-depreciation, shyness and of inferiority 
complex found among them formerly is disappearing 
gradually. The wide current of progressive ideas 
sweeping all over the world has reached even the 
more secluded corners of the Muslim women’s 
world. Women in general on their own initiative 
and through their own growing surge of desire for 
self-expression have broken down the old barriers 
of custom, caste, creed and seclusion. Their efforts 
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are amalgamated with those of men in the progress 
and regeneration of their nation. There is a new 
team spirit to be found in them. A feeling of 
freedom and of equality is expressed in different 
ways. The wearing of jewels and expensive clothes 
is taken as a symbol of submissiveness to man. 
The ideal life, “simple living and high thinking”’ is 
followed by many, especially those who are educa- 
ted. The fight for equal rights, status and a 
democratic form of social organisation is not an 
uncommon thing nowadays. Indian women to-day 
want to be self-reliant, sclf-respecting and res- 
ponsible. 


Asaresult of this attitude and spirit and by 
their insistant efforts they have won a special place 
in the home, in society and in the governments of 
their country. Many of them have become the 
leaders, public speakers, philanthrophic workers, 
presidents of Ladies’ Conferences, organisers and 
secretaries of different associations. They are the 
active members of Representative and Legislative 
Assemblies of their countries, World Conferences 
and National Congresses are attended by them. 
The grant of equal suffrage and rights has been 
a driving force in them to secure greater educational 
facilities for girls. The advance in education for 
women has been extended so much of late that 
women’s universities and colleges have sprung up 
almost overnight and are over-crowded by them. 


The child as a prospective member of the 
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f dgeneration and that of the nation is receiving 
increasing recognition. The study of his instincts, 
capacities, interests and his gradual development is 
emphasised at home, in school and in society. He 
is taken as the centre of the educational process. 
The intellectual, social, physical, moral and religious 
aspects are taken into consideration and developed 
systematically. His experiences are drawn from 
suitable books, observation, inquiry and experimen- 
tation. The development of his mind, character 
and personality are taken as the fundamental princi- 
ples of his education. The practical side of educa- 
tion is not neglected. He is made to learn by doing. 
His creative activities are provided with necessary 
facilities to make his school-life interesting. 


Praise and encouragement should be given to 
all the pioneer workers of our country. In the field 
of progress, their work is indispensable. Their ob- 
jective is a high one. They should not be dis- 
couraged with obstacles. The more difficulties 
there are the more courage they need to face them 
and the more power they need to surmount them. 
There is no progress without effort. This 1s neces- 
sary not only by the workers but also by others. 
The more effective it is the greater joy it gives and 
the greater is the satisfaction it leaves behind. The 
only thing that is necessary is a strong confidence 
and faith in one’s own efforts. 
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